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A conversation focused on

Teacher-Student Voice and Equity in Arts 

Assessment



Student and Teacher Voice: 
Using Michigan Arts Education Instruction and 

Assessment (MAEIA) Resources 

for Student Achievement, Equity of Access, and Educator 

Effectiveness

AGENDA

• Introductions

• What are the MAEIA resources? 

• How do MAEIA resources support teacher and student 

choice, voice and equity in arts assessment

• Case Studies: 

- Equity in Art Scholarships

- Teacher Interviews



Introductions

Ana Luisa Cardona

Arts Education Consultant

MAEIA

Barb Whitney
Executive Director

Lansing Art Gallery & Education 
Center



Voices in the room:

• Arts Teacher

• K-12 Administrator

• Teaching Artist

• Higher Education

• Community Arts Organization

• National Arts Organization

• Additional

Introductions



We are the Michigan Arts 

Education Instruction and 

Assessment (MAEIA) project.

We're changing the 

landscape of arts 

assessment for students, 

educators, and programs.

Welcome to MAEIA . . .

4 Arts Blueprint &  

Program Review Tool

4 360 arts assessments 

in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art & a 

community of like-minded 

professionals

4 Professional Learning 

for educator effectiveness

MAEIA Resources



maeia-artsednetwork.org
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“The MAEIA project has changed me as a teacher by giving 

me new colleagues to work with and a better way for me to 

evaluate my teaching practices.“

“I definitely see students doing 

more self-reflection. They now 

think more about what they’re 

doing while performing. 

Students are self-monitoring 

and making comments such 

as, ‘I can do better.  I’d like to 

do it again.’”



MAEIA: advancing creativity in education through the arts

Program and 
School 

Improvement

Professional 
Learning 

Student 
Learning

How the resources are 

used depends on your role 

and student, school, and 

district readiness and 
needs. 



Program and School Improvement

Michigan Blueprint 

of a Quality Arts 

Education Program

Michigan Blueprint 

Research and 

Recommendations
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Seven Areas of 
a Quality Arts 

Education 
Program

A. Student 
Access

B. Facilities 
and 

Resources

C. Policies 
and 

Accountabilit
y

D. 
Connections

E. 
Professional 
Learning and 
Instructional 

Support

F. 
Community 
and Cultural 
Collaboration

s

G. Program 
Planning, 

Review, and 
Improvemen

t



Self-study tool districts and schools 
can use to analyze and reflect on the 
status of their own arts education 
program

Consists of 75 questions for schools

One or more questions are used to 
measure each Blueprint indicator.

Aligns with school improvement 
plans and can lead to development of 
multi-year arts education program 
improvement plans 

MAEIA Program Review Tool

Results can be used as 

part of the district or 

building school and arts 

program improvement 

process. 







Clarify the moving parts of your 
program and give you tools to 
measure/talk about your work.

Help identify strengths and areas of improvement-
district, building or program wide.

Give you the data to analyze which students have 
access to arts education and what arts education 
they have access to

What can the Blueprint and Program Review 

Tool do for you?



Equity

Research Findings 

Benefits of curricular, sequential arts exposure provide: 

critical thinking skills, academic performance, improved 

standardized testing, motivation, achievement.

State surveys and national data now reveals: 

• Inequitable access

• Narrowing of the curriculum

• Competing priorities

Despite the proven benefits of the arts, student access is inequitable 

and unjust based on ESSA’s inclusion of the arts in the definition of a 

well-rounded education.



Arts Education Equity in Schools
A case study of a rural Michigan district

“We are a district that is typical of many in our 

state:

• Rural Northern Michigan with a high rate of 

families with low SES

• Resources are modest

• Slow recovery from the 2008 recession

• Students do not have access to diverse cultural 

experiences, museums, music festivals, etc

We work diligently to expand horizons and 

opportunities for our students. 

Providing students opportunities through our visual 

and performing arts programs has begun to fill that 

void. 

As we begin to provide access to ALL students in 

the arts, the needs become more evident.” 



Arts education equity for out of school partners

A case study of a high school exhibition and competition

Lansing Art Gallery & Education 

Center’s high school program gives 

recognition and financial assistance 

to outstanding art students, 

encourages artistic growth, and 

provides young artists an 

opportunity to participate in a 

professional gallery setting. For 

more than 30 years, The Gallery 

has proudly hosted Art Scholarship 

Alert and awarded $109,000 to 

young artists to help further their 

creative endeavors.

Artwork by Carmen Flores, 2018 Sara 

Jane Venable Scholarship Recipient



What do equity and equality in arts education 

mean? 



Equity

2 minute exercise 

Considering the MAEIA resources, what questions does it raise for 

you about equity. Turn to your neighbor and open a dialogue!

Questions you might consider:

● How has equity of access to arts education been a factor in your life?

● How is equality or equity of access addressed in your work? 



MAEIA: advancing creativity in education through the arts

Program and 
School 

Improvement

Professional 
Learning 

Student 
Learning



- inform current 

instruction

- improve student learning 

and achievement

- demonstrate educator

Effectiveness

- improve future 

instruction and program 

improvement

Student Learning
MAEIA’s Performance Assessments 



• 360 performance assessments in dance, music, theatre and visual arts

• Teacher and student booklets available for free downloading

• Assessments include: Performance events and tasks with relevant  

constructed response and multiple choice questions



Catalog page for each discipline
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Assessment Catalogues





Overview of a Music Item
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Overview of  a Music Item
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What is student voice?



Teacher voice describes when teachers express their values, 

opinions, beliefs, perspectives, expertise, and cultural 

backgrounds. 

Teacher choice is acted on when teachers have input regarding 

what and how they learn, coupled with individualized opportunities 

to demonstrate their understanding—beginning the empowering 

transfer of control of learning to the rightful owner. 

What is teacher choice and voice?



MAEIA: advancing creativity in education through the arts

Program and 
School 

Improvement

Professional 
Learning 

Student 
Learning

I was able to work on the MAEIA 

team, and feel like I could 

contribute at the state level.”

“MAEIA really fosters a positive 

culture in the arts education 

world, that shows we value 

each other. There was so much 

respect, and…I loved being a 

part of it.”

In addition to the benefits of fellowship through MAEIA, this teacher recognized 

the importance of compensation for her time and expertise as critical 

components of her feelings of value as a participant for the project

“





Demonstrating Educator Effectiveness



I dream about it. The perfect place to 
teach and learn. A district that 
celebrates the arts. I fantasize about 
amazing arts facilities and resources for 
my students. I long to feel valued and 
supported...

The concept “Start with Why?” is how we 
approach every project, every rehearsal 
and every performance. Starting with the 
reason, or goal for the performance is an 
“art-centric” learning and teaching 
process. Surprisingly, when I returned to 
school last fall, my district had shifted their 
focus to the “Why” from our previous 
data-driven, test-focused, “show me the 
numbers” improvement plan. We were 
directed to look for unique, creative ways 
to engage our classes—to “Start with 
Why?” Wow.

“

“



Choice, Voice, and Equity

2 minute exercise 

Considering the MAEIA resources, reflect on how they might be 

applied and what questions does it raise for you about choice, 

voice, and equity. Turn to your neighbor and open a dialogue!

Questions you might consider:

● How do choice, voice, and equity affect your work? 

● How would you like to express your own voice as an arts educator?

● How are student voices being heard?

● Who are the key stakeholders in this arts education conversation? 

● How do the concepts of choice, voice, and equity impact them? 



● Over a thousand educators engaged in developing 

● Resources are adaptable to personal needs and 
strengths

● MAEIA resources support well-rounded experiences for 
kids in arts classrooms and as part of a comprehensive 
education

● Supports equity for arts educators within the educator 
evaluation process

● Help fill the gaps in assessment literacy so the 
evidence and the exemplars tell a complete story of 
student learning 

● Provides a Professional Learning Community for 
isolated arts educators

● Supports arts engagement in geographically diverse 
areas

Choice, Voice, and Equity & MAEIA



maeia-artsednetwork.org



MAEIA Project

517-816-4520

Project Assistant Karrie Lafave

macassistant@michiganassessmentconsortium.org

Contact Us

38


