
Opportunities for Arts in the 
Federal Funding Landscape 
Arizona Highlights

Arizona Department of Education 
Scottsdale Unified School District



Introductions

Dustin Loehr
Director of Arts Education and Title IV-A
Arizona Department of Education

Haley Honeman
Title IV-A Arts Education Specialist
Arizona Department of Education

Nathan Johnston
Formerly the Fine Arts and PE 
Coordinator Scottsdale USD 
Currently Director of Bands at Eastmark
High School Queen Creek HSD



I CAN:

1. Identify Federal Funding
possibilities for the Arts under ESSA

2. Recognize how Collective Impact & 
State/Local Collaboration impacted 
an Arizona school district’s needs 
assessment.

3. Translate Policy Literacy into Arts
Funding

4. Situate Arts Education as the 
SOLUTION schools are seeking

Workshop 
Objectives: 



Scottsdale’s Story: Arts Take a Seat at the Table



Your ESSA Federal Funding Literacy: 
Scanning the Room

https://www.polleverywhere.com/

https://www.polleverywhere.com/


Know Your 
Federal 
Funding 
Landscape

•Well Rounded education 
appears as a student civil 
right!

•Over 10 different federal 
funding sources that could 
be used to fund Arts 
Education

•First time in our Nation’s 
history that Arts Education 
is named in a meaningful 
way in education law

December 10, 2015 – President Obama signs the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, a bipartisan bill that will help make sure every 
student is prepared to succeed in a 21st century economy. 



Title I-A
Improving 
Academic 

Achievement 
of the

Disadvantaged

1. Support schools and LEAs that that serve 
high numbers or percentages of students 
from low-income families.

2. School-wide Programs: 
-Activities funded can support entire 
school population

3. Targeted Assistance Programs:
- Activities funded can only support Title I 
eligible students and the teachers who 
serve them

4. Provide low-income minority students 
greater access to effective teachers and 
school leaders



Title II-A
Preparing, 
Training, 

& Recruiting 
High Quality 

Teachers, 
Principals, 

and Leaders

1. Increase student achievement consistent 
with the challenging State academic 
standards

2. Improve the quality and effectiveness of 
teachers, principals, and other school 
leaders

3. Increase the number of teachers, principals 
and other school leaders effective in 
improving student academic achievement

4. Provide low-income minority students 
greater access to effective teachers and 
school leaders



Title III
Language 
Instruction 
for English 
Learners 

and Immigrant 
Students

1. Ensure English learners attain proficiency 
and academic achievement in English

2. Assist English learners to achieve at high 
levels in academic subjects

3. Assist teachers, and school leaders in 
establishing, implementing, and sustaining 
effective educational programs 

4. Assist teachers, school leaders, and SEAs to 
develop capacity to provide effective 
instructional programs to prepare English 
learners to enter all-English instructional 
settings

5. Promote Language learner parental, family, 
and community participation in language 
instruction educational programs



Title IV-A
Student 
Support 

and 
Academic 

Enrichment

1. Funds are designed to:
- Provide all students access to a Well-

Rounded education 
- Improve school conditions for student 

learning, Safe & Healthy Students
- Effectively use Technology increasing 

student achievement and digital 
literacy

2. Must be a Title I LEA
- Funds can be distributed to LEAs non-
Title I schools



Title IV-B
21st Century 

Learning 
Centers

1. Support academic enrichment and student 
support services that supplement the 
regular school day activities
- Expanded Learning Time 
- Summer School

2. Competitive Grant



Title V-B
Rural and 

Low Income 
Schools

1. Designed to address the needs of rural, 
low-income schools

2. LEAs that receive RLIS grants may use the 
funds to carry out the following types of 
activities:

• Parental involvement activities
• Title I-A (Improving Basic Programs 

Operated by local education agencies)
• Title II-A (Supporting Effective 

Instruction)
• Title III (Language Instruction for 

English Learners and Immigrant 
Students)

• Title IV-A (Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment)

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/legislation.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/legislation.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/sfgp/legislation.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/ssae/legislation.html


Title IV-F ARTS
US Education 

Office of 
Innovation & 
Improvement

1.Arts in Education Model 
Development and 
Dissemination Grants

2.Arts in Education National 
Program

3.Professional Development for 
Arts Educators

https://innovation.ed.gov/what-
we-do/arts/

https://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/arts/


Your ESSA Federal Funding Literacy: 
Test Your Understanding

https://kahoot.com/

https://www.polleverywhere.com/


School
Needs 
Assessment 
Process



Six Principles 
of Effective 
Schools



Scottsdale’s Story: Arts Take a Seat at the Table



FRAMING MATTERS: Arts Needs & 
Arts as SOLUTIONS to School Needs

Arts Needs Arts as SOLUTIONS to Needs



Opportunity 
to Learn 

Standards

• Identify discipline-specific resources 
for teachers to effectively implement 
high quality instruction in the Arts 
(Music, Dance, Theatre, Visual Arts)

• NOT a “wish list” but a standard 
designed to identify gaps in supports 
for arts programs
–Curriculum & Scheduling

–Staffing

–Supplies and Equipment

–Facilities and Safety

•May serve as a “needs assessment” for 
the Arts





Evidence-Based 
Arts Education 
Clearinghouse

Arts Ed Search

https://www.artsedsearch.org/

https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/


“Making the Case” 
for Arts Education

1. Divide into Groups
2. Open the “Case File” 

• School Comprehensive 
Needs Assessment

• Group Report

3. Review the needs 
assessment:

A. Identify artful solutions to 
the greatest needs

B. Identify recourses needed to 
implement artful solutions 

C. Identify potential Federal 
Funding Sources (Title I, II, 
IV-A)

D. Record findings on Group 
Report

4. Share Out Findings



Case File A, B, C, or D

Using your needs assessment, identify the 
LOWEST indicator for each Principle as 
identified by the school:

Example- Our staff creates an 
environment which builds mutual 
respect

In your group, identify the PRIMARY NEED 
for that indicator:

Example- Build a culture of 
respectful collaboration



Resources
Opportunity to Learn Standards

• AEP “Understanding the Opportunity to Learn Standards: https://www.aep-arts.org/wp-
content/uploads/Opportunity-to-Learn-Standards.pdf

• National Association for Music Education: https://nafme.org/wp-
content/files/2014/11/Opportunity-to-Learn-Standards_May2015.pdf

• Educational Theatre Association:
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SCHOOLTHEATRE/7f9e7fa8-ea41-
4033-b6a3-
1ce9da6a7b6f/UploadedFiles/etB5iCLgQuScxGr3X9Zg_2016%20EdTA%20Opportunity-
to-Learn%20Standards.pdf

• National Dance Education Organization: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/893257/documents/NDEO_Opportuni
ty_to_Learn_Standards_2-22-
18_927970997.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIB6I23VLJX7E4J7Q&Expires=1566855861&re
sponse-content-
disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DNDEO_Opportunity_to_Learn_Standards_2-22-
18.pdf&Signature=44hutjMQ7%2BpnUg6uAXpjixGYLUk%3D

• National Art Education Association- OTL’s available through a fee

https://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/Opportunity-to-Learn-Standards.pdf
https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2014/11/Opportunity-to-Learn-Standards_May2015.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SCHOOLTHEATRE/7f9e7fa8-ea41-4033-b6a3-1ce9da6a7b6f/UploadedFiles/etB5iCLgQuScxGr3X9Zg_2016 EdTA Opportunity-to-Learn Standards.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/893257/documents/NDEO_Opportunity_to_Learn_Standards_2-22-18_927970997.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIB6I23VLJX7E4J7Q&Expires=1566855861&response-content-disposition=inline; filename%3DNDEO_Opportunity_to_Learn_Standards_2-22-18.pdf&Signature=44hutjMQ7%2BpnUg6uAXpjixGYLUk%3D


Questions?

Dustin Loehr
Dustin.Loehr@azed.gov

Nathan Johnston
njohnston@qcusd.org

Haley Honeman
Haley.Honeman@azed.gov

mailto:Dustin.Loehr@azed.gov
mailto:njohnston@qcusd.org
mailto:Dustin.Loehr@azed.gov

