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2020 Action Agenda 
for Advancing the 
Arts in Education – 
Priority Area 2: 
Support Effective 
Educators and 
School Leaders 

“The Beverley Taylor Sorenson 
integrated arts teaching model 
emphasizes collaborative 
teaching and planning between 
classroom teachers and arts 
teachers. Since 1995, 
thousands of classroom and 
arts teachers have received 
professional development in 
arts integration through the 
workshops sponsored by Art 
Works for Kids.” – Kelby 
McIntyre, Assistant Dean for 
Arts Education and Community 
Engagement, College of Fine 
Arts, University of Utah 

 
Photo courtesy of Beverly Taylor 
Sorenson Arts Learning Program. 

Arts Education Partnership partner organizations work to promote 
opportunities for high-quality, arts learning opportunities for all students in 
every classroom. Inclusion of the arts in state plans under the Every 
Student Succeeds Act elevates the critical role that arts teachers play in a 
well-rounded education for students. Increasing access to arts in education 
by integrating it with other courses — such as math, science and language 
arts — is one strategy to consider. Integrating arts education has proven 
beneficial in improving student learning, and developing thinking skills and 
capacities, as well as supporting the civic skills necessary to contribute as 
a member of a diverse community.  

The Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program (BTSALP) provides 
arts-integrated instruction to elementary students, effectively increasing 
student performance in every subject — from language arts and social 
studies to math and science. Three hundred Utah elementary schools in 31 
districts (including more than 30 charter schools) currently implement the 
program, which serves approximately 202,800 students. 

The BTSALP puts specialists trained in one of four arts disciplines (visual 
art, dance, music or theatre) in elementary schools to work alongside 
classroom teachers in developing lesson plans for other core curricula that 
incorporate the arts. The Utah State Board of Education administers the 
program statewide and collaborates with deans and university staff from 
universities across Utah to provide professional development for arts 
specialists and classroom teachers.  

For example, the University of Utah’s Professional Development Partners 
provided support and mentorship to 118 participating BTSALP schools in 
the form of on-site modeling for faculty, regional- and district-level arts-
integrated workshops, exposure to nationally recognized arts educators, 
research, and program implementation. The university’s school- and 
district-level support methods provide a platform to create tailored 
professional development opportunities based on the needs of each 
individual school or district. This guided implementation and 
comprehensive support structure also demonstrates the university’s 
dedication to providing quality professional development experiences and 
opportunities that support student learning using best practices rooted in 
research. 

Success Story: How Educators Make the  
Arts Work for Kids in Utah 

https://www.ecs.org/how-does-arts-education-fare-in-the-final-round-of-state-essa-plan-submissions/
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Preparing-Educators-and-School-Leaders-for-Effective-Arts-Integration-1.pdf
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Preparing-Educators-and-School-Leaders-for-Effective-Arts-Integration-1.pdf
http://btsalp.com/index.php/resources/research/
http://btsalp.com/index.php/resources/research/
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Current Locations: Utah 

Populations Served: Elementary School, Pre-
Service Educators, In-Service Educators 

Conditions for Success: The program is 
implemented as a public/private partnership 
between the Utah State Board of Education and 
Art Works for Kids. Beverley Taylor Sorenson 
began developing an arts-integrated teaching 
model in 1995 by collaborating with arts 
education professionals, state organizations and 
higher education institutions throughout Utah. In 
2008, the Utah State Legislature adopted the 
model, named it the Beverley Taylor Sorenson 
Arts Learning Program and has since provided the 
funding needed to implement the program in a 
portion of elementary schools across the state. 
The Utah State Board of Education receives funds 
annually to operate the program, with Art Works 
for Kids providing additional financial support 
where needed. School districts with BTSALP 
specialists provide up to 20 percent of the salary 
costs for their specialists. This cost-sharing model 
not only provides buy-in from state policymakers, 
philanthropy and school leaders, but also allows 
under-resourced communities to participate in the 
program. 

The implementation of BTSALP brings together 
collaborators from across the K-20 education 
spectrum. The University of Utah partners with 
the Utah State Board of Education to increase the 
quality and quantity of arts education programs 
for elementary students by providing public 
educators teaching kindergarten through sixth 
grade with professional learning experiences in 
the arts to support highly- effective teaching and 
learning. The Endowed program offers a pre-
service Arts Integration Conference that provides 
students with: content knowledge; 
implementation and collaborative planning 
guidance; and practical teaching experience by 
teaching mini lessons to elementary students 
(kindergarten through sixth grade). 

Questions to Consider: 

 How can postsecondary institutions assist 
schools and districts to strengthen their 
professional development models for arts 
education? 

 How will you build evaluation and research 
into program design? 

 Are there opportunities for public/private 
funding streams ― working with the 
government and philanthropic sectors ― 
that schools and districts can take 
advantage of to support this work? 

 How does the professional development 
and experience that invested teachers 
receive transfer to their classroom 
pedagogy?  

Learn More: 

Beverly Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program. 

BTSALP at University of Utah. 

AEP 2020 Action Agenda for Advancing the Arts in 
Education. 

Preparing Educators and School Leaders for 
Effective Arts Integration. 

ArtsEdSearch studies on teacher professional 
development and student success. 

 

About AEP Success Stories 
The Arts Education Partnership at Education Commission of 
the States is guided by The Arts Leading the Way to Student 
Success: A 2020 Action Agenda for Advancing the Arts in 
Education. To achieve its goal to expand access to high-quality 
arts learning opportunities for all students, AEP gathers 
detailed information on Success Stories with the potential to 
be replicated in communities across the country.   

Updated: Sept. 5, 2018. 

http://btsalp.com/
http://btsalp.com/
https://www.finearts.utah.edu/btsalp
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2017_AEP_2020_Action_Agenda.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2017_AEP_2020_Action_Agenda.pdf
https://www.ecs.org/preparing-educators-and-school-leaders-for-effective-arts-integration/
https://www.ecs.org/preparing-educators-and-school-leaders-for-effective-arts-integration/
http://www.artsedsearch.org/browse-research/?fwp_search=professional%20development&fwp_outcomes=student-academic
http://www.artsedsearch.org/browse-research/?fwp_search=professional%20development&fwp_outcomes=student-academic
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/AEP-Action-Agenda-Web-version.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/AEP-Action-Agenda-Web-version.pdf
http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/AEP-Action-Agenda-Web-version.pdf
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