
Wednesday, April 22

Register today for our upcoming in-person Partnership Meetings!

Join us June 5 from 2-4 p.m. MT in Albuquerque, New Mexico. We will
discussing how arts education helps young people develop durable skills
necessary for success in life and the workforce. This partnership meeting will
be in conjunction with Americans for the Arts's 2026 AFTACON. 

Join us July 9 from 7:30-9 a.m. ET in Washington, D.C. DC Arts and
Humanities Education Collaborative will facilitate a dynamic conversation
focused on sustainability issues impacting the arts education ecosystem. This
partnership meeting will be in conjunction with Education Commission of the
States' National Forum on Education Policy.

Register for the June Meeting
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https://juneaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/
https://juneaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/
https://juneaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/
https://www.aftacon.org/event/2026/home
https://julyaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/
https://2026nationalforum.vfairs.com/en/
https://juneaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/


Check out our newest AEP Affiliates!

Arts for Oakland Kids 
House of Musical Expression 
The June Bug Center for Arts & Education 
The Lindsay School of the Arts 
Michigan Music Education Association 
Music Changing Lives 
Washington Men’s Camerata 
YoYo Magic Dot Fun 

Interested in becoming an AEP Partner or Affiliate? Learn more here.

 News From Our Partners and Affiliates
How Arts Participation Renews Civic and Community
Engagement

The Great Connector: How Arts Participation Renews Civic and
Community Engagement, a new report from the National Endowment for the
Arts, summarizes findings from three national surveys. The report examines
links between arts participation and broader community engagement. It aims
to improve public understanding of whether and how taking part in arts events
and activities can build social and civic muscle.

Register for the July Meeting
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https://www.aep-arts.org/partners-and-affiliates/
https://www.aep-arts.org/partners-and-affiliates/
https://artsforoaklandkids.org/
https://houseofmusicalexpression.com/
https://www.junebugcenter.com/
https://www.thelindsayschoolofthearts.com/
https://mmeamichigan.org/
https://www.musicchanginglives.org/
https://www.camerata.com/
https://yoyomagic.fun/
https://www.aep-arts.org/partner-with-aep/
https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/publications/great-connector-how-arts-participation-renews-civic-and-community-engagement
https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/publications/great-connector-how-arts-participation-renews-civic-and-community-engagement
https://julyaeppartnermeeting.vfairs.com/


Spring Arts & Culture Partners Convening

Registration is now open for Arts Every Day's Spring Arts and Cultural
Partners Convening! The convening will take place on Tuesday, May 19 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Baltimore Unity Hall in Baltimore. During this gathering,
partners will have time to talk both in affinity groups with partners and
organizations of similar sizes and in groups based on areas of interest. The
event will give partners a chance to productively grapple with the challenges
of increasing access to the arts for students.

How Can Arts Programs Help Young People Thrive?

Researchers at the University of California, Irvine interviewed people in three
countries who had participated in youth arts programs 10-20 years earlier.
Their report, Creative Expression, Caring Relationships, and Career
Pathways: A Guide to Youth Outcomes in Community Arts Programs, lays
out the myriad ways in which arts programs supported young people and
helped them find opportunities into adulthood.

 News From the Field

American Alliance of Museum Affinity Communities

The American Alliance of Museums is launching new affinity communities in
2026. Organized around shared museum professional roles and identities,
these new groups will help busy museum workers find their people, share
their expertise and level up their leadership skills. The Alliance's affinity
communities empower museum professionals to connect, grow and lead at
every stage of their career. In its first pilot year, eight groups are organizing
around shared museum professional roles and identities, with more Affinity
Communities to come in future years.
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-arts-culture-partners-convening-tickets-1987319615467
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-arts-culture-partners-convening-tickets-1987319615467
https://wallacefoundation.org/report/creative-expression-caring-relationships-and-career-pathways-guide-youth-outcomes-community
https://wallacefoundation.org/report/creative-expression-caring-relationships-and-career-pathways-guide-youth-outcomes-community
https://www.aam-us.org/programs/about-aam/affinity-communities/


Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on! 

From Mystery to Mastery: Why Standards-Based Grading is a Game-
Changer for Arts Education by Erica Turrell
Celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary at the 2026 World Children’s
Festival by Ashfaq Ishaq
Building Engagement in the Visual Art Classroom by Twinimation
Studios

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for ArtsEd
Amplified!

 Events
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https://www.aep-arts.org/blog-artsedamplified/
https://www.aep-arts.org/blog-artsedamplified/
https://www.aep-arts.org/from-mystery-to-mastery/
https://www.aep-arts.org/from-mystery-to-mastery/
https://www.aep-arts.org/celebrate-americas-250-anniversary-at-the-2026-world-childrens-festival/
https://www.aep-arts.org/celebrate-americas-250-anniversary-at-the-2026-world-childrens-festival/
https://www.aep-arts.org/building-engagement-in-the-visual-art-classroom/
https://ecs.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c950350ab39c4f5a80e4f1661&id=ec1d7b4c0c&e=982bb4a09d


2026 AAAE Conference | Association of Arts Administration Educators,
May 28-31, Boston, MA
2026 National PTA Convention | National PTA, June 18-21, Pittsburgh,
PA
International Thespian Festival | Educational Theatre Association, June
21-26, Bloomington, IN
National Forum on Education Policy | Education Commission of the
States, July 8-10, Washington, D.C.
Theatre Education Conference | Educational Theatre Association, July
22-24, New York City, NY
AATE 2026 National Conference | American Alliance for Theatre &
Education, July 29-August 1, Greenville, SC
2026 LEAD Conference | Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability,
August 11-14, Philadelphia, PA
2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

 Career Opportunities
FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

Remote

Part-Time External Engagement Coordinator | Lifetime Arts, Remote

West

Program Manager, Pre-College & Continuing Education | San
Francisco Conservatory of Music, San Francisco, CA
Arts Education Associate | Seattle Arts & Lectures, Seattle, WA
Executive Director | Washington Music Educators Association, Renton,
WA
Sr. Director of Communications & Storytelling | Seattle Symphony,
Seattle, WA
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https://artsadministration.org/conference/
https://www.pta.org/home/events/National-PTA-Convention
https://itf.schooltheatre.org/
https://2026nationalforum.vfairs.com/en/
https://tec.schooltheatre.org/
https://www.aate.com/2026
https://web.cvent.com/event/17bdd852-b76e-4a4c-bf53-1f67fa1ee7b1/summary
https://nafme.org/event/2026-biennial-nafme-music-research-and-teacher-education-conference/
https://nafme.org/event/2026-biennial-nafme-music-research-and-teacher-education-conference/
https://imagine.jhu.edu/blog/2022/07/21/inclusive-pay-is-the-inclusive-way-5-reasons-you-should-post-salaries/
https://lifetimearts.org/jobs/
https://careers.nafme.org/jobs?locale=en&page=1&sort=date&country=&state=&city=&zip=&latitude=&longitude=&keywords=&city_state_zip=&job_id=1161
https://careers.arteducators.org/jobs/22203129/arts-education-associate
https://careers.nafme.org/jobs?locale=en&page=1&sort=date&country=&state=&city=&zip=&latitude=&longitude=&keywords=&city_state_zip=&job_id=1156
https://careers.schooltheatre.org/jobs/22155672/sr-director-of-communications-storytelling


Midwest

President & CEO | Grand Rapids Symphony, Grand Rapids, MI

South

Executive Director | Good Insight, Washington, D.C.
Executive Director | Dallas Black Dance Theatre, Dallas, TX
Director of Development & Community Engagement | Arts Garage,
Delray Beach, FL

Northeast

Executive Director | Dancewave, Brooklyn, NY
President & Chief Executive Officer | Handel and Haydn Society,
Boston, MA
Executive Director Brattleboro Music Center | Brattleboro Music
Center, Brattleboro, VT
Executive Director | Academy of Music Theatre, Northampton, MA

#ArtsEdSearch | A 2016 study examined the
impact of music education on youth who are
incarcerated, specifically exploring positive
impacts on various personal and social
measures associated with participation in
ensemble musical activities. Participants
reported feeling more positively about their self-
esteem, engagement or mood while making
music than when not making music. Read more
at https://ow.ly/KuUs50YNeFs

Have news to share? 
Please submit a 100-word summary via email.
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https://careers.schooltheatre.org/jobs/22099574/president-ceo
https://careers.arteducators.org/jobs/22192238/executive-director
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/dallas-black-dance-theatre-seeks-executive-director/
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/director-of-development-community-engagement/
https://www.aacnetwork.org/thebridge-listings#!board/jobs/listing/executive-director-dancewave
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/handel-and-haydn-society-seeks-president-chief-executive-officer/
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/executive-director-brattleboro-music-center/
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/executive-director/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=ArtsEdSearch
https://ow.ly/KuUs50YNeFs
mailto:bsmith@ecs.org?subject=Item%20for%20ArtsEd%20Digest


The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.

Do you know someone who would be interested in reading ArtsEd Digest? They can subscribe here.

Copyright © 2026 Education Commission of the States  |  Arts Education Partnership, All rights reserved.

Education Commission of the States  |  P.O. Box 33674, Northglenn, Colorado 80233

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/artseducationpartnership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artseducationpartnership/
https://mailchi.mp/ecs/aep-arts.org
https://mailchi.mp/ecs/aep-arts.org
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://ecs.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=c950350ab39c4f5a80e4f1661&id=1a2b00b930&e=[UNIQID]&c=a8fad5e56b
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