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update

Federal appropriations bills, which include funding for arts education, were
introduced in August and September. Decisions for these bills are on hold due
to the government shutdown.

At the state level, AEP continued to track bills related to arts education. This
quarter, state legislators introduced or enacted:

e 0 bills related to assessment.

e 1 bill related to graduation requirements.

* 1 bill related to teacher licensure.

e 4 Dills related to curriculum and standards (introduced). Florida enacted
a bill that revised requirements to obtain a Fine Arts Diploma Seal.

* 13 bills in the other category. Hawaii enacted a new performing arts
grant program. Rhode Island passed two resolutions, one recognizing
Arts Day and another recognizing Arts in the Schools Month. Tennessee
passed a resolution to recognize Arts in Education Week.

@ News From Our Partners and Affiliates

AFTACON 2026 Pathway Committees



Americans for the Arts is looking for individuals to serve on one of its nine
Pathway Committees for AFTACON 2026. These pathways will offer
attendees immersive, relevant and forward-looking experiences. Members of
the Pathway Committees will help design and create collaborative learning
experiences for the arts leaders attending AFTACON.

Applications are due Nov. 3.

Strategic Investment Grant

The Arts and Science Council opened its Strategic Investment Grant. This
grant is designed to provide funding to established nonprofits in Mecklenburg
County, North Carolina with a primary mission centralized in arts, science,
history and/or heritage. The support of a Strategic Investment Grant will fund
one-time strategic opportunities to invest in an organization's growth and
sustainability.

Applications are due Nov. 4.

Young Audiences Arts for Learning Request for
Proposals

Young Audiences Arts for Learning is currently accepting proposals for
workshop sessions for its 2026 National Arts in Education Conference. The
theme of the conference, Telling Our Story, will focus on the power of narrative:
how we craft it, share it and use it to deepen and expand the impact of arts
learning. Practitioners from across the Young Audiences Arts for Learning
network and beyond are invited to share their work and insights related to

the theme. Learn more about the proposal process here.

Proposals are due Dec. 1.

Guild Advocacy Toolkit

Check out the new Advocacy Toolkit from the National Guild for Community
Arts Education! This new toolkit was designed to help community members
navigate the government landscape. The toolkit defines and teaches you the


https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/aftacon/pathway-committees
https://artsandscience.org/SIG/
https://conference.youngaudiences.org/present/
https://conference.youngaudiences.org/present/
https://conference.youngaudiences.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2026-YA-Conference-Breakout-Session-RFP.pdf
https://nationalguild.org/resources/resources/free-guild-resource/guild-advocacy-toolkit

different types of advocacy and provides the strategies and resources to
elevate arts education in your community.

B News From the Field

Developing Art Career Pathways in Delaware

This June, Delaware passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 109. The bill
directs the Delaware Department of Education (DOE) to evaluate and report on
opportunities for the Delaware Pathways program to support the creative
economy. Author Sarah Petrowich dives into the bill in an article for Delaware
Public Media. She explains in the article,

"The resolution asks DOE to work with local education agencies (LEAs) —
school districts and charter schools — and the [Delaware Arts Alliance] DAA to
inventory both Career and Technical Education (CTE) and non-CTE career
pathways that are associated with the creative economy.

"Delaware Pathways is a high school program that links education and
workforce development efforts to provide immersive work experience in the
classroom, leading to postsecondary education and careers."
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https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=142533
https://www.delawarepublic.org/education/2025-09-07/state-board-of-education-begins-work-on-integrating-more-art-career-pathways-into-delaware-school-system
https://www.delawarepublic.org/education/2025-09-07/state-board-of-education-begins-work-on-integrating-more-art-career-pathways-into-delaware-school-system
https://www.aep-arts.org/blog-artsedamplified/
https://www.aep-arts.org/blog-artsedamplified/

Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on!

e Educator Growth Through NETServe by Autumn AJ Jackson

e Introducing the Customized Arts Learning Toolkit by SEADAE (State
Education Agency Directors of Arts Education)

e Educating Ourselves About Childhood Arts Experiences by Sunil
lyengar

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for Artskd
Amplified!

Events

o Amplify & Ignite | American Alliance for Theatre & Education, Nov. 7-9,
Salt Lake City, UT

* AAC 2025 Annual Convening | Arts Administrators of Color, Nov. 8-9,
Los Angeles, CA

» 2026 National Conference | American String Teachers Association, Feb.
25-28, San Francisco, CA

» 2026 Legislative Conference | National PTA, March 2-4, Alexandria, VA

B Career Opportunities

FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

West
» Executive Director | Think 360 Arts for Learning, Denver, CO
Midwest

 Chief Financial Officer/Co-Chief Executive Officer | Overture Center
for the Arts, Madison, WI


https://www.aep-arts.org/educator-growth-through-netserve/
https://www.aep-arts.org/introducing-the-customized-arts-learning-toolkit/
https://www.aep-arts.org/educating-ourselves-about-childhood-arts-experiences/
https://ecs.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c950350ab39c4f5a80e4f1661&id=ec1d7b4c0c&e=982bb4a09d
https://www.aate.com/amplify-ignite-ut
https://www.aacnetwork.org/annual-convening
https://www.astastrings.org/site/2026-national-conference
https://www.pta.org/home/events/National-PTA-Legislative-Conference
https://imagine.jhu.edu/blog/2022/07/21/inclusive-pay-is-the-inclusive-way-5-reasons-you-should-post-salaries/
https://think360arts.org/were-hiring-an-executive-director/
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/overture-center-for-the-arts-seeks-chief-financial-officer-co-chief-executive-officer/

South

* President & Chief Executive Officer | Center for Fine Arts Education,
Inc., Tallahassee, FL

e Program Specialist, County Programs | Arts & Science Council,
Charlotte, NC

e Executive Director | The Carson Center for the Performing
Arts, Paducah, KY

Northeast

* President and CEO | Orchestra Lumos, Stamford, CT

» Executive Director | Project STEP, Boston, MA

e Director of Artistic Programs | Global Arts Live, Cambridge, MA

e Chief of Arts and Culture | City of Boston Mayor's Office of Arts and
Culture, Boston, MA

Did you know? A 2013 study found that arts

BlArtsEdSearch participation in high school had a positive effect
on optimism about college and attendance of
postsecondary schooling and subsequent
degree attainment. Importantly, this study
provides a well-rounded picture of positive youth
development that includes personal, social and
behavioral factors outside of standardized test
scores alone. https://ow.ly/sAs050Xjasn |
#ArtsEdSearch

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.


https://careers.nafme.org/jobs?locale=en&page=1&sort=date&country=&state=&city=&zip=&latitude=&longitude=&keywords=&city_state_zip=&job_id=1112
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/3574894
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/the-carson-center-for-the-performing-arts-seeks-executive-director/
https://careers.schooltheatre.org/jobs/21548331/president-and-ceo-orchestra-lumos
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/project-step-seeks-executive-director/
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/global-arts-live-seeks-director-of-artistic-programs/
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/city-of-boston-mayors-office-of-arts-and-culture-seeks-chief-of-arts-and-culture/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://ow.ly/sAs050Xjasn
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=ArtsEdSearch
mailto:bsmith@ecs.org?subject=Item%20for%20ArtsEd%20Digest

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.
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https://www.aep-arts.org/
https://www.aep-arts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ArtsEdPartnership/
https://www.facebook.com/ArtsEdPartnership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artseducationpartnership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artseducationpartnership/
https://mailchi.mp/ecs/aep-arts.org
https://mailchi.mp/ecs/aep-arts.org
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://ecs.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=c950350ab39c4f5a80e4f1661&id=1a2b00b930&e=[UNIQID]&c=7d192411be
https://ecs.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=c950350ab39c4f5a80e4f1661&id=1a2b00b930&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=7d192411be

