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How AEP Transforms Ideas Into Action: The 2021

Work Plan

AEP's work year starts annually on Oct. 1 with the beginning of a new federal
fiscal year, and we take the opportunity to hit the reset button on our work by
crafting a work plan. This year's work plan is aligned to five broad goals:

1. Equity is central to AEP's work.
2. ECS staff members are more aware of AEP and connections

between ECS issues and the arts.
3. AEP has information and connections it needs to do its best work.
4. Arts and education leaders are connected to AEP and to each other.



5. Arts and education leaders have rich, unbiased information and
resources to inform their work.

Each goal aligns to multiple strategies, and each strategy includes measurable
outcomes so we can gauge progress throughout the next year. This year, our
work plan also includes some items related to COVID-19 response. We're
working on a blog post to describe the current status of arts education as
reflected in available data and will track changes in those data over time. 

We'll be working on an update to "Preparing Students for the Next America"
to dig into research that might inform post-COVID learning. Soon, you'll see
success stories on AEP's website highlighting innovations that partners,
affiliates and others have worked on since March 2020. 

Finally, we're focusing the work of the new ArtsEdSearch task force on filling
gaps in our research database, including studies on how trauma affects
learning and informs our decisions as educators. AEP, along with our federal
partners at the National Endowment for the Arts and U.S. Department of
Education, is excited to use our platform and expertise to continue to support
arts education across the country. 

If you're interested in learning more about AEP's work plan, reach out to Jamie
Kasper.

https://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/Preparing-Students-for-the-Next-America_The-Benefits-of-an-Arts-Education.pdf
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
mailto:jkasper@ecs.org
https://www.aep-arts.org/#main-footer


New Blog Posts Offer a Youth-Focused Policy

Approach and Share How to Engage Remote

Learners

AEP recently published new blog posts — “AEP Policy Briefing Shares
Youth-Centered Policy & Strategies” by AEP Project Manager Krystal
Johnson and "Using STEAM to Engage Remote Learners” by guest
writers Lucinda Presley and Tricia Shelton. Johnson’s post reflects on policy
approaches discussed at last month’s Arts and Juvenile Justice Policy Brief,
and the guest post offers STEAM education methods to help engage remote
learners and reduce learning loss. 

You will find these posts on ArtsEd Amplified, AEP’s new blog platform
dedicated to sharing the latest on arts education policy, research and practice
from our staff and partner and affiliate organizations. Subscribe to this new
outreach tool so you don’t miss a post!

Call for Arts Education Research! 

https://www.aep-arts.org/aep-policy-briefing-shares-youth-centered-policy-strategies/
https://www.aep-arts.org/using-steam-to-support-remote-learners/
https://www.aep-arts.org/#main-footer
https://www.artsedsearch.org/submit-a-study/


The spring 2021 ArtsEdSearch review cycle is underway, and we would love for
you to share your research and other arts education research that you know
of for consideration in ArtsEdSearch! This spring, we are prioritizing research
review that explores the effects of arts education on Mental Health, Trauma-
Response and Healing and Uniting Individuals and Communities to provide
the field and other stakeholders with topical research to support their work and
efforts. We welcome research submissions on an ongoing basis, but research
submitted before March 31 will be considered for this review cycle. To learn
more about ArtsEdSearch or for any questions, please contact AEP Project
Manager Cassandra Quillen.

 News From Our Partners and Affiliates

National Arts Agency Opens Call
for Research Award Programs
The National Endowment for the Arts invites
eligible applicants to apply for two research
funding opportunities. Research Grants in the
Arts funds research studies that investigate the
value and/or impact of the arts, either as
individual components of the U.S. arts ecology or
as they interact with each other and/or with other
domains of American life. NEA Research Labs
funds transdisciplinary research teams grounded
in the social and behavioral sciences, yielding
empirical insights about the arts for the benefit of
arts and non-arts sectors alike. Learn more
about these opportunities. Part one of the
application must be submitted by March 29!

Federal Education Agency Offers International
Postsecondary Education Opportunities

https://www.artsedsearch.org/submit-a-study/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/submit-a-study/
mailto:cquillen@ecs.org?subject=Question%20about%20ArtsEdSearch
https://www.arts.gov/grants/research-awards
https://www.arts.gov/grants/research-awards/research-grants-in-the-arts/program-description
https://www.arts.gov/grants/research-awards/nea-research-labs/program-description
https://www.arts.gov/grants/research-awards


The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Postsecondary Education invites
applications for the Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program for fiscal
year 2021. The program is intended to promote, improve and develop the study
of modern foreign languages and area studies in the United States and is open
to faculty, teachers and undergraduate and graduate students to conduct
individual and group projects overseas. Application deadline: March 15.

National Award Program for Public Art and Design
Now Accepting Applications
Americans for the Arts recently announced the 2021 Jorge and Darlene
Pérez in Public Art and Civic Design Award. The award will recognize an
arts administrator with a track record of exemplary work in producing with
intention to advance community, civic or social good by implementing art-based
processes or projects that lead to positive change in the built environment of a
local community. Eligible individuals and third party nominators may submit
application materials for consideration. Deadline: March 15.

Submissions Open for International Child Art
Competition
The International Child Art Foundation is hosting the 6th Arts Olympiad, the
world’s largest program for children’s creative development. This free art
competition is open to children 8-12 years old who create art on the theme of
“artist-ahtlete”. Learn more about contest requirements and submit artwork by
March 15!

Call for Session Proposals Open for Upcoming Dance
Education Conference
The National Dance Education Organization seeks session proposals for its
2021 virtual conference to be held this October. NDEO encourages all dance
educators interested in presenting at this event to submit proposals for panels,
paper presentations, movement sessions and workshops by April 1. Proposals
should address the conference’s theme, “Telling Our Stories: The Essentiality of
Dance Education in Changing Times.”

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/iegpsgpa/applicant.html
https://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/americans-for-the-arts-news/apply-for-the-2021-jorge-and-darlene-p%C3%A9rez-prize-in-public-art-civic-design
https://www.icaf.org/artsolympiad/Creativity,Healing,Covid-19.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8110f869001/6155432f-e78a-478f-81c8-d43ac2d1fd70.pdf


 News From The Field

Funding Opportunity for Los
Angeles-Based Artists
The Department of Cultural Affairs at the City of
Los Angeles created the Corona Memorials
initiative to support artists and seeks to
commission approximately 70 creative tributes
by 70 lead Los Angeles artists. Selected artists
will receive seed-funding of $600 each to
reflect the lifetime of a person who has died from
COVID-19 by engaging the family or dearest
friends of the deceased. Round one program
deadline: March 10.

National Creative Youth Development Music
Organization Shares Survey
The Lewis Prize for Music created a short survey to collect information about
the larger field's response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing
injustices of systemic racism that the pandemic has magnified. Their mission is
to elevate the critical work that creative youth development music organizations
do to create a more just society. All information shared in the survey will be
reported back to the field in a summative fashion and used toward the goal of
increasing resources for the CYD field at large. Survey deadline: March 19.

Contest for Young Vocalists Now Accepting Video
Submissions
The Vocal Artist Management Services’ Young Vocalist Online Competition is
currently accepting video recordings of two aria/song selections from eligible
applicants 13-18 years old. While winners will receive cash prizes and
recommendation letters from VAMS, all contestants will receive detailed written
feedback from the adjudication panel, comprised of staff members from VAMS.
Deadline: April 1.

https://culturela.org/grants-and-calls/arts-activation-fund-corona-memorials-2020-21/
https://culturela.org/grants-and-calls/arts-activation-fund-corona-memorials-2020-21/
https://forms.gle/fRiNRUUM3Tn5j9La9
https://www.vocalartistsmgmt.com/young-vocalists-online-competition


 Events

"Intro to Trauma-Informed & Healing-Centered Practice Through the Arts”
Webinar 
Ingenuity, Inc., March 3, Virtual Event

2021 NAEA National Convention 

National Art Education Association, March 4-7, Virtual Event

National Guild Community Conversations  
National Guild for Community Arts Education, March 4-11, Virtual Event

New York International Children's Film Festival  
New York International Children’s Film Festival, March 5-14, Virtual Event

2021 National Arts Action Summit 
Americans for the Arts, April 5-9, Virtual Event

 Career Opportunities

Youth Arts Program Director | Buffalo Center for Arts and Technology, Buffalo,

New York

Program Coordinator | Dramatic Results, Signal Hill, California

Education Programs Coordinator | Wallis Annenburg Center for the Performing

Arts, Beverly Hills, California

Cultural Arts Program Assistant | City of Cookeville, Cookeville, Tennessee

Arts and Engagement Specialist | City of Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota

Garden and Arts Center Supervisor | City of Lubbock, Lubbock, Texas

Illustrator | U.S. Department of the Navy, Pensacola, Florida

#ArtsEdSearch: A recent study suggests the
importance of determining classroom-based
activities that teachers may facilitate to enhance
children’s drawing because they could be helpful
for students’ overall development:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqfu2sqzsuHdK1XC0hdVE0rU7CRF2MnHbo
https://www.arteducators.org/events/national-convention
https://nationalguild.org/2021/community-conversations
https://nyicff.org/
https://artsu.americansforthearts.org/naas-2021-home
https://buffaloartstechcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2020-02-19-BCAT-Youth-Arts-Program-Director.pdf
https://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/Program-Coordinator-Job-Description.pdf
https://thewallis.org/content-uploads/files/Education%20Programs%20Coordinator.pdf
https://tn-cookeville.civicplushrms.com/careers/JobDetail.aspx?enc=QPQDKqwXNuJybHyCBjvzp+//TshR2tB009kpj/dstIxxS7CAJkUZV2zgoPTfk9xu
https://agency.governmentjobs.com/brooklynparkmn/job_bulletin.cfm?jobID=2988480&sharedWindow=0
https://agency.governmentjobs.com/lubbock/job_bulletin.cfm?jobID=2999039&sharedWindow=0
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/593525600


http://ow.ly/bpzr50DLZAP | #ArtsEd #VisualArts
#SEL

Have news to share?   
Please submit a 100-word summary to gmiddleton@ecs.org.

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 100 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to communicate, collaborate, convene and connect policymakers, stakeholders and leaders
across the arts in education field are supported by the following foundation partners: The Hewlett
Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.

Do you know someone who would be interested in reading ArtsEd Digest? They can subscribe here.

http://ow.ly/bpzr50DLZAP
mailto:gmiddleton@ecs.org
mailto:cquillen@ecs.org
https://www.aep-arts.org/
https://twitter.com/aep_arts
https://www.facebook.com/ArtsEdPartnership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artseducationpartnership/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
https://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
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