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Check out the 2026 update to our Arts Education Data and Reporting
Initiatives report! This report looks at four categories: 

1. Access, enrollment and participation
2. Learning
3. Staffing
4. Funding

Each category outlines questions, data and reporting sources, and gaps and
potential barriers related to data. Better and more coordinated collection and
reporting of arts education data — including gaps in access, participation and
quality — is vital to ensure that all young people have access to excellent arts
learning opportunities.
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The 2026 Annual Convening is just a few weeks away and we're excited for
what we have in store! Check out the detailed agenda for the event to see
what we have programed for you, including:

A conversation with NEA Chairman Mary Anne Carter and ECS
President José Muñoz
A session featuring arts and education partners in Maryland and how
they collaborated to support arts educator licensure
A panel of students and educators from Jacksonville
A strategic planning workshop

Don't forget to take the AEP Annual Survey for 10% off your registration for
the convening.

 News From Our Partners and Affiliates

2026 District Data Initiative Report on Sustainability

DC Collaborative released its 2026 District Data Initiative (DDi) Report on
Sustainability. The report is the culmination of a year of surveying,
analysis and research that depicts the moment we’re all in and can guide us in
moving forward. DDi looked at what impacts, shapes and motivates
sustainability within and surrounding the classroom. From mass integration of
AI to funding cuts and societal shifts, there are a myriad of factors that impact
sustainability. This report presents the findings, recommendations and
discoveries from the year.

Twinimation Studios

The Louisiana Department of Education recently accepted two courses from
Twinimation Studios for its Course Choice program. Louisiana's Course

8/12/26, 10:54 AM ArtsEd Digest | Arts Education Data and Reporting Initiatives

https://mailchi.mp/ecs/arts-education-data-and-reporting-initiatives 2/7

https://2026aepannualconvening.vfairs.com/en/
https://2026aepannualconvening.vfairs.com/en/
https://2026aepannualconvening.vfairs.com/en/
https://2026aepannualconvening.vfairs.com/en/detailed-agenda
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RXKSXVR
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHQmQlf6Yo/U7m8VeXrOe7Xfksg5utL8g/view?utm_content=DAHQmQlf6Yo
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHQmQlf6Yo/U7m8VeXrOe7Xfksg5utL8g/view?utm_content=DAHQmQlf6Yo
https://dccollaborative.org/district-data-initiative/
https://lacourses.net/Reports/CourseSectionCatalog?MainContent_tb_CourseTitle=&MainContent_ddl_Semesters=%25&MainContent_ddl_Providers=369
https://twinimationstudios.podia.com/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/ccr/course-choice-program


Choice program provides opportunities for Louisiana students to take the
classes they need, even if those classes aren’t offered at their school. This
includes dual enrollment, career and technical education, Advanced
Placement (AP) and other important courses that support graduation,
college and career goals. The two digital arts career courses from Twinimation
Studios are designed for career preparation in animation and creative media. 

Create CA Statment on AB 2440

Create CA issued a statement on AB 2440, a bill to strengthen
implementation of Prop 28's arts education funding. The organization affirmed
its support for the bill, noting it preserves Prop 28's core commitments. The bill
seeks to offer clearer definitions and greater transparency, such as requiring
public expenditure plans and aligning eligible spending with California's Arts
Standards. Create CA emphasized that AB 2440 does not change Prop 28's
fundamental promise of expanded arts education for all students, and
reaffirmed its commitment to working with policymakers and advocates on
continued implementation.

 News From the Field
Meet the New AAM Affinity Communities

Meet the new American Alliance of Museums Affinity Communities at a virtual
open house on Aug. 28. Attendees will be able to join breakout rooms for each
Affinity Community, including the Museum Education Professionals Affinity
Community, to get the opportunity to connect with others who serve in similar
functional roles, shared identities and more. During the open house, museum
professionals will be able to share their thoughts on hot topics, challenges,
emerging issues and questions tied to each Affinity Community to help inform
the programming the Affinity Communities will provide.
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Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on! 

States Cutting Arts Degree Programs by Daizha Brown
From Mystery to Mastery: Why Standards-Based Grading is a Game-
Changer for Arts Education by Erica Turrell
Celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary at the 2026 World Children’s
Festival by Ashfaq Ishaq

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for ArtsEd
Amplified!

 Events

2026 LEAD Conference | Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability,
August 11-14, Philadelphia, PA
Annual Convening | Arts Education Partnership, Sept. 1-4, Jacksonville,
FL
2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

 Career Opportunities
FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

West
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Executive Director | Gallo Center for the Arts, Modesto, CA

Midwest

Chief Exhibitions and Collections Officer | Saint Louis Art Museum, St.
Louis, MI
Gallery Director | The Sheldon Concert Hall and Galleries, St. Louis, MI
Chief Executive Officer | Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra,
Indianapolis, IN

South

Director of Education and Academic Affairs | Jack S. Blanton Museum
of Art at the University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX
Executive Director | The Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. Chapin Art
Museum, Myrtle Beach, SC
Executive Director | Howard Theatre, Washington, D.C.
Manager of Interpretation | National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
Head of Programs | Material Institute, New Orleans, LA
Arts Education Programs Manager | Washington Performing Arts,
Washington, D.C.

Northeast

Director of Education and Community Engagement | Attack Theatre,
Pittsburgh, PA
YCBA Head of Education | Yale Center for British Art, New Haven, CT
Associate Educator | The Museum of Modern Art, New York City, NY
Director of Programs | Cool Culture, Brooklyn, NY
Executive Director | The Gamm Theatre, Warwick, RI
Chief Executive Officer | Community Music Center of Boston, Boston,
MA 
Director of Learning & Engagement | Arts Center Lake Placid, Lake
Placid, NY

#ArtsEdSearch | Did you know that storytime
can increase a child's drawing ability? A 2018
study found that children’s drawing performance
improved over an 8-week period with three
guided play interventions, and storytime was the

8/12/26, 10:54 AM ArtsEd Digest | Arts Education Data and Reporting Initiatives

https://mailchi.mp/ecs/arts-education-data-and-reporting-initiatives 5/7

https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/executive-director-2/
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/the-saint-louis-art-museum-seeks-chief-exhibitions-and-collections-officer/
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/gallery-director/
https://careers.schooltheatre.org/jobs/22485767/chief-executive-officer
https://careers.arteducators.org/jobs/22428606/director-of-education-and-academic-affairs
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/the-franklin-g-burroughs-simeon-b-chapin-art-museum-seeks-executive-director/
https://www.aacnetwork.org/thebridge-listings#!board/jobs/listing/executive-director-howard-theatre
https://careers.arteducators.org/jobs/22431653/manager-of-interpretation
https://www.aacnetwork.org/thebridge-listings#!board/jobs/listing/head-of-programs-material-institute
https://www.aacnetwork.org/thebridge-listings#!board/jobs/listing/arts-education-programs-manager-washington-performing-arts
https://www.attacktheatre.com/work-with-us/#DOE
https://careers.arteducators.org/jobs/22491377/ycba-head-of-education
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/moma-museum-jobs/
https://www.aacnetwork.org/thebridge-listings#!board/jobs/listing/director-of-programs-cool-culture
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/the-gamm-theatre-seeks-executive-director/
https://artsconsulting.com/opensearches/community-music-center-of-boston-seeks-chief-executive-officer/
https://artjobs.artsearch.us/job/director-of-learning-engagement-2/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.artsedsearch.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=ArtsEdSearch


most effective of the three. Since drawing is
implicated in children’s emotional, cognitive and
semiotic development, determining classroom-
based activities that teachers may facilitate to
enhance children’s drawing could be helpful for
students’ overall development.
https://ow.ly/y6Z550ZyI8t

Have news to share? 
Please submit a 100-word summary via email.

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.
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Do you know someone who would be interested in reading ArtsEd Digest? They can subscribe here.
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