
Wednesday, April 8

The 2026 ArtScan update is now live! This yearly updated resource includes
the latest state policies supporting arts education from all 50 states, the
District of Columbia and the Department of Defense Education Activity.
ArtScan includes two-page summaries of the policies, state policy
profiles and a comparison tool. Be sure to check back for updates to the
Policy Insight Series two-page summaries in the coming weeks.
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In partnership with National Governors Association, our colleagues at
Education Commission of the States analyzed State of the State
addresses nationwide to identify the education priorities rising to the top of
state agendas in 2026. Five trending topics emerged:

1. Academic Supports and Achievement
2. K-12 Funding
3. Career and Technical Education
4. Early Care and Education
5. Teacher Workforce

Explore the full report for more details and examples of accomplishments and
proposals from around the U.S.

Annual Convening Proposals Close
Friday, April 10

Three day left to submit a breakout session proposal for the AEP Annual
Convening! Our Annual Convening serves as an opportunity to gather in
person to explore the best of what is happening in arts education across the
country. Our goal is to provide you with the knowledge and tools you need to
advance your work while building stronger connections in the arts education
community. 

Submissions are due Friday, April 10.
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 News From Our Partners and Affiliates

National Young Audiences Arts for Learning Week

The U.S. House of Representatives designated March 29–April 11, 2026, as
National Young Audiences Arts for Learning Week (YA Week), honoring the
impact of Young Audiences Arts for Learning (YA) on over five million young
learners and 4,000 schools nationwide. The 2026 YA Week Resolution was
introduced by Rep. Suzanne Bonamici [OR-1], with Reps. Nydia Velázquez
[NY-7], Kevin Kiley [CA-3], and Chellie Pingree [ME-1] serving as cosponsors.

This year’s YA Week builds on the momentum of YA’s 2026 National Arts in
Education Conference, held last month in Washington, D.C., where advocacy
teams met with their members of Congress to share stories and advocate for
the importance of the arts within a well-rounded education.

 News From the Field

The California Arts Council Grants for Arts Programs

The California Arts Council opened applications for its 2026 state arts grant
programs. Through statewide grant opportunities, these grants ensure every
Californian has the opportunity to create, participate and flourish through the
power of artistic expression. Upcoming grants include:

Arts and Youth
General Operating Support
Impact Projects
State-Local Partner Mentorship
State-Local Partners

Applications for the 2026 grant cycle are due May, 12.

Luna Dance & Creativity Summer Institute

Now in its 24th year, Summer Institute is a nationally-acclaimed, year-long 
professional development experience centered on the art of teaching dance to 
children of all ages. Bringing together teaching artists and education
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practitioners to activate and inspire individual and collective imaginations,
Summer Institute includes in-person intensives, Zoom sessions and
individualized coaching. There is no cost for selected applicants. 

In-person dates: July 13-17, January 16-17, May 22

Applications are due April 30.

Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on! 

From Mystery to Mastery: Why Standards-Based Grading is a Game-
Changer for Arts Education by Erica Turrell
Celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary at the 2026 World Children’s
Festival by Ashfaq Ishaq
Building Engagement in the Visual Art Classroom by Twinimation
Studios

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for ArtsEd
Amplified!

 Events

2026 ABLE Assembly | Berklee Institute for Accessible Arts Education,
April 10-12, Boston, MA
Amplify & Ignite: A Symposium on Theatre For Social and Civic
Engagement | American Alliance for Theatre & Education, April 16-19,
2026, New York City, NY
2026 AAAE Conference | Association of Arts Administration Educators,
May 28-31, Boston, MA
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2026 National PTA Convention | National PTA, June 18-21, Pittsburgh,
PA
International Thespian Festival | Educational Theatre Association, June
21-26, Bloomington, IN
National Forum on Education Policy | Education Commission of the
States, July 8-10, Washington, D.C.
Theatre Education Conference | Educational Theatre Association, July
22-24, New York City, NY
AATE 2026 National Conference | American Alliance for Theatre &
Education, July 29-August 1, Greenville, SC
2026 LEAD Conference | Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability,
August 11-14, Philadelphia, PA
2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

 Career Opportunities
FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

Remote

IJEA Senior Editor | The International Journal of Education & the Arts,
Remote
Director of the Center for the Advancement of Art Education | The Art
of Education, Remote

West

Executive Director | Washington Music Educators Association, Renton,
WA
Sr. Director of Communications & Storytelling | Seattle Symphony,
Seattle, WA

Midwest
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Director of the Feitler Center for Academic Inquiry and Head of
Education | Smart Museum of Art at the University of Chicago, Chicago,
IL
President & CEO | Grand Rapids Symphony, Grand Rapids, MI

South

Executive Director | Dallas Black Dance Theatre, Dallas, TX
Director of Development & Community Engagement | Arts Garage,
Delray Beach, FL

Northeast

Executive Director | Dancewave, Brooklyn, NY
CHIME Associate Director | Empire State Youth
Orchestra, Schenectady, NY
Executive Director | Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra, Pittsburgh,
PA
President & Chief Executive Officer | Handel and Haydn Society,
Boston, MA
Executive Director Brattleboro Music Center | Brattleboro Music
Center, Brattleboro, VT
Executive Director | Academy of Music Theatre, Northampton, MA

#ArtsEdSearch | Did you know? A 2016 study
reported that a pre-K/K music program
increased confidence and communication in
participants, particularly for English language
learners. The research highlights the potential for
early years practitioners to be more confident in
their use of music in the classroom, and the
value of music for educational growth,
particularly in the areas of language and
communication. Learn more at
https://ow.ly/lGv650YFgof
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Have news to share? 
Please submit a 100-word summary via email.

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.
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Do you know someone who would be interested in reading ArtsEd Digest? They can subscribe here.

Copyright © 2026 Education Commission of the States  |  Arts Education Partnership, All rights reserved.

Education Commission of the States  |  P.O. Box 33674, Northglenn, Colorado 80233

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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