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ANNUAL CONVENING

Jacksonville, FL | September. 1-4

We are excited to share our call for breakout session proposals for the 2026
Annual Convening! Our Annual Convening serves as an opportunity to gather
in person to explore the best of what is happening in arts education across the
country. Our goal is to provide you with the knowledge and tools you need to
advance your work while building stronger connections in the arts education
community. The call for proposals deadline is April 10.

Are you interested in how to craft a strong proposal? Join AEP Director Jamie
Kasper and AEP Assistant Director Mary Dell’Erba virtually on April 1 from 3-4
p.m. EDT for office hours to discuss your proposal. Click here to register for
this workshop!
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update

In the Federal Register on March 2, 2026, the U. S. Department of Education
published an invitation for comments on a proposed eighth grade science pilot
for the 2027 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). Currently,
NAEP includes reading, mathematics, civics and U. S. history at grades 4, 8
and/or 12 as well as analysis of high school transcripts and long-term

trends. The arts were part of NAEP until the National Assessment Governing
Board removed arts from the assessment schedule in 2019.

@ News From Our Partners and Affiliates

Arts Integrated Digital Resource Library

Check out the new Arts Integrated Digital Resource Library from Arts Every
Day! Bring the power of the arts into your classroom with free, high-quality
lesson plans and materials from the Baltimore Arts Integration Project. This
resource hub features a growing collection of arts integration strategies,
classroom-ready activities and lesson supports, along with how-to videos to
support facilitation and implementation.

Embedding Creative Aging in Healthy Aging Policy
and Planning Webinar

In February, Lifetime Arts published Creative Aging in the Healthy Aging
Ecosystem. This policy brief calls on leaders to integrate creative engagement
into aging, health and community revitalization efforts across federal, state and
local landscapes. On Wednesday, March 25, Lifetime Arts will be hosting a
free webinar with Gretchen Alkema, author of the policy brief, for a focused
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60-minute conversation on how to embed creative aging into policy and
systems at scale.

Colorado Senate Inaugurates Arts Education Month

On Monday, March 2, 2026, the Colorado Senate unanimously passed a
bipartisan resolution to officially designate March as Arts Education

Month across Colorado. The initiative was led by two nonprofit organizations,

AEP Partner Think 360 Arts for Learning and Colorado Business

Committee for the Arts, as a way to elevate, demonstrate and celebrate the
value of arts learning in schools across the state. Check out this resource tool

kit to learn how teachers, schools, districts and community organizations
can participate in Arts Education Month and share information about their
activations.

B News From the Field

New Support for Rural and Tribal Projects

Are you working in rural, Tribal or remote communities? Check out Building
Common Ground: Fieldwork! This program supports rural and Tribal
community-centered projects rooted in local history, culture and identity—
especially those at an early or exploratory stage. Over the next 2 years,
selected communities will receive hands-on support from designers,
planners and development advisors at no cost.

Building on lessons learned from the Citizens' Institute on Rural Design,

a former program of the National Endowment for the Arts, Fieldwork is
intentionally structured to meet communities where they are rather than
expecting them to come in with fully formed projects or outside consultants
already in place.

Applications are due March, 27.
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AMPLIFIED

Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on!

¢ Building Engagement in the Visual Art Classroom by Twinimation
Studios

¢ Arts Education at the Frontier of Human-Machine Collaboration by
Trey Grimes

¢ Entangling Arts and Literacy in Education by Alex Chadwell

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for ArtsEd
Amplified!

E Events

¢ Virtual Advocacy Summit | Educational Theatre Association, March 24,
26, & 28, Virtual

¢ Telling Our Story: 2026 National Arts in Education Conference |
Young Audiences Arts for Learning, Mar. 25-27, Washington, D.C.

e 2026 ABLE Assembly | Berklee Institute for Accessible Arts Education,
April 10-12, Boston, MA

* Amplify & Ignite: A Symposium on Theatre For Social and Civic
Engagement | American Alliance for Theatre & Education, April 16-19,
2026, New York City, NY

e 2026 AAAE Conference | Association of Arts Administration Educators,
May 28-31, Boston, MA

e 2026 National PTA Convention | National PTA, June 18-21, Pittsburgh,
PA

 International Thespian Festival | Educational Theatre Association, June
21-26, Bloomington, IN

e Theatre Education Conference | Educational Theatre Association, July
22-24, New York City, NY
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e AATE 2026 National Conference | American Alliance for Theatre &
Education, July 29-August 1, Greenville, SC

e 2026 LEAD Conference | Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability,
August 11-14, Philadelphia, PA

e 2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

B Career Opportunities

FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

Remote

» Director of the Center for the Advancement of Art Education | The Art
of Education, Remote

West

» Resident Artist Educator | 24th Street Theatre, Los Angeles, CA
e Senior Manager/Programs Director | Luna Dance & Creativity,
Berkeley, CA

Midwest
* President & CEO | Grand Rapids Symphony, Grand Rapids, MI

South

e Executive Director | Dallas Black Dance Theatre, Dallas, TX

» Director of Programming and Partnerships | Arkansas Museum of Fine
Arts, Little Rock, AR

» Director of Development & Community Engagement | Arts Garage,
Delray Beach, FL

e Executive Director | Hayti Heritage Center, Durham, NC

Northeast
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* President & Chief Executive Officer | Handel and Haydn Society,
Boston, MA

e John Walsh Fellowship in Museum Education | Yale University Art
Gallery, New Haven, CT

» Executive Director | International Festival of Arts and Ideas, New Haven,
CT

* President & CEO | Wharton Arts, Berkeley Heights, NJ

» Executive Director Brattleboro Music Center | Brattleboro Music
Center, Brattleboro, VT

e Executive Director | Academy of Music Theatre, Northampton, MA

A 2008 study explored how dance develops a
QNArtsEdSearch sense of control over dance student's bodies,
emotions, intellects and interactions. Dancers
cited examples of how this skill of control was
applied to situations outside of dance class and
how they felt more under control with life
situations immediately after finishing dance
class. The dancers described dance as a “safe
place.” #ArtsEdSearch |
https://ow.ly/UOEi50Ys4fC

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.
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