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Wednesday, July 15

ANNUAL CONVENING

Check Out This
Year’s Agenda!

Still trying to decide if you want to attend the 2026 Annual Convening? Find
out what we have planned for you in this year's agenda. We're excited that
this year's convening includes first time presenters in all 16 breakout sessions!
Each year, the Annual Convening agenda is programmed to provide a breadth
of the experiences in the arts education field. Whether your goal is to build
your personal network, take part in thoughtful discussions or enjoy the
company of leaders across the nation, we're confident this year's agenda will
help get you there!
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Thursday, July 16
Noon-1:30 p.m. MT/2-3:30 p.m. ET
Virtual
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We have three great speakers lined up for our Workforce Policy Briefing! Join
us and Americans for the Arts on Thursday, July 16 from noon-1:30 p.m.
MT/2-3:30 p.m. ET. This webinar will explore the forces influencing arts
education today, from federal and state policy priorities to the rise of Al. We'll
discuss how arts programs can help students build durable skills, explore
career pathways and access meaningful work-based learning opportunities.
We'll also dive into what it takes to attract, support and sustain a thriving arts
educator workforce.

© News From Our Partners and Affiliates

Youth Arts as Civic Infrastructure

Youth Arts as Civic Infrastructure: A Detroit Opportunity and Call to
Action is a new paper commissioned by Detroit Excellence in Youth Arts
(DEYA). While decades of research have established the value of arts
education, this paper explores how that evidence can be translated into
broader civic systems by framing youth arts as infrastructure rather than
enrichment. It makes a cross-sector case that youth arts build the human
capacities every sector now prioritizes—belonging, creativity, wellbeing,
communication, collaboration, workforce readiness, civic participation and
lifelong learning. The paper offers Detroit as an emerging example of how
education, philanthropy, healthcare, workforce development, community
organizations and government can work together to strengthen a coordinated
youth arts ecosystem.

Creative Economy Pathways Virtual Town Hall Series

The Creative Economy Pathways Virtual Town Hall Series explores how
Creative Youth Development is expanding career pathways for young people
through arts-based experiences and youth leadership. Hosted by Creating
Abundance Collaborative, the 2026 series brings together local and national
voices for monthly conversations on the future of work, creativity, and
opportunity. The series begins July 29, 1-2:30 p.m. ET / 10-11:30 a.m. PT.
Register today!
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National PTA Nominating and Leadership
Recruitment Committee

National PTA is seeking candidates to stand for election for its Nominating and
Leadership Recruitment Committee (NLRC) during the National PTA
Convention in June 2027. Candidates are selected based on their
competencies as demonstrated in their letter of interest application, interview
and reference feedback. The NLRC developed Competencies and Criteria for
slated candidates based on a needs assessment and leadership feedback.

Interested in learning more? Join one of the NLRC support hours to ask any
additional questions you might have:

e Aug. 8, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. ET
e Aug. 23, noon-1p.m. ET
e Sept. 12, noon-1 p.m. ET

Letters of interest are due Oct. 1.

B News From the Field

Future Shock: The Crisis in Career Navigation

Check out Future Shock: The Crisis in Career Navigation, a new report from
FutureEd. Drawing on research, surveys and interviews with experts across
education and workforce development, the report explores why so many
young people feel unprepared to make decisions about college and careers,
the consequences of that reality and the innovative programs and technologies
that are emerging to help young people chart stronger paths from school to
careers.
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Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on!

* From Mystery to Mastery: Why Standards-Based Grading is a Game-
Changer for Arts Education by Erica Turrell

e Celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary at the 2026 World Children’s
Festival by Ashfaq Ishaq

e Building Engagement in the Visual Art Classroom by Twinimation
Studios

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for Artskd
Amplified!

Events

» Theatre Education Conference | Educational Theatre Association, July
22-24, New York City, NY

o AATE 2026 National Conference | American Alliance for Theatre &
Education, July 29-August 1, Greenville, SC

» 2026 LEAD Conference | Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability,
August 11-14, Philadelphia, PA

» Annual Convening | Arts Education Partnership, Sept. 1-4, Jacksonville,
FL

e 2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

B Career Opportunities

FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

Remote

e Capacity Building Manager | Lifetime Arts, Remote
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West

e Grants & Communications Officer | Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation,
Burbank, CA
* Development Assistant | Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation, Burbank, CA
e Executive Director | Symphony Tacoma, Tacoma, WA
* Education Programs Coordinator | Everett Village Theatre, Everett, WA
» Dance Teaching Artist/Program Assistant | Luna Dance &
Creativity, Berkeley, CA

Midwest

e Manager of Learning + Engagement | Eli and Edythe Broad Art
Museum at Michigan State University, East Lansing, Ml

e Director of Learning & Engagement | The Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha,
NE

South

» Executive Director/ President and Chief Executive Officer |
Greensboro Symphony Orchestra, Greensboro, NC

» Head of Programs | Material Institute, New Orleans, LA

e Arts Education Programs Manager | Washington Performing Arts,
Washington, D.C.

Northeast

* Manager of Education & Artistic Operations | Allentown Symphony,
Allentown, PA

e Executive Director | Symphony New Hampshire, Nashua, NH

» Executive Director | Artistree Community Arts Center, South Pomfret, VT

* Director of Learning & Engagement | Arts Center Lake Placid, Lake
Placid, NY

#ArtsEdSearch | A 2012 study documented a
RIArtsEdSearch "leadership for social justice" class for
educators. Participants reported greater
understanding of themselves and others through
the process of making art as critical self-
examination. Making aesthetic decisions to build
artistic meaning mirrored decision-making in
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their professional lives, but left behind a visual
record for critical analysis. Read more at
https://ow.ly/tCQN50ZmbPe

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.

NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT

ARTS

arts.gov
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