
Wednesday, Jan. 28

Check out AEP's 2025 Annual Report! This year's report provides an overview
of AEP's work throughout the year, including analytics and a timeline outlining
programs and publications throughout the year. In 2025, we continued in our
passion for connection by launching the Partnership Directory, creating the
ArtsEd Connect partner newsletter and forming two new working groups. We
also continued bringing people together for shared learning and connection by
hosting four webinars, two in-person partnership meetings and the Annual
Convening in Denver.

Our written content in 2025 highlighted programs across the country whose
work also connects, shapes and bridges the arts education field. We’ve been
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proud to see our efforts pay off as partners and affiliates connect and work
together as part of AEP’s network.

Save the date for our next In-Person Partnership Meeting on March 10 in
Austin, Texas! Are you in the Austin region or are you planning on attending
SXSW EDU? If so, we would love to have you join us over shared learning and
networking. Look out for a registration invitation email in the coming weeks.

Success Stories Submissions

AEP is seeking submissions for the Success Stories initiative. Success
Stories are 1,500 word narratives focusing on the strategies and process of
creating successful arts education programs. These stories seek to provide
practical and actionable ideas for the arts education community. We are
currently prioritizing stories with a focus on arts education skills, pathways and
workforce development.

Submissions are due Friday, Feb. 27.

 News From Our Partners and Affiliates
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2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher
Education Conference Call for Proposals

Online submissions are open for the 2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research
and Teacher Education Conference. The National Association for Music
Education NAfME welcomes the participation of future, current and retired
music educators, music teacher educators, administrators and community and
corporate partners who are passionate about the critical role of music
education for all. Applicants are encouraged to submit proposals on topics
related to music education and music teacher education.

Applications are due Monday, Feb. 23.

Collaborative Planning Tools for Arts Integration and
STEAM

The Institute for Arts Integration and STEAM put together a set of
collaborative planning tools for arts integration and STEAM. These tools
were curated for educators from content-area/grade-level classrooms and arts
specialists to work together to analyze student strengths and challenges to
develop lessons that address both areas equitably. Use these tools to make
the collaborative process more streamlined and time-mindful for all
participating.

Strengthening Arts Education at the State Level:
MAESTRO Act Resources

The National Association for Music Education (NAfME) recently released a
new suite of state-level advocacy resources to support efforts to strengthen
arts education policy nationwide. Now available for free download, the toolkit
includes a model legislation framework (the MAESTRO Act), a strategic
advocacy plan and a shareable infographic—each designed to help advocates
advance equitable access to high-quality arts education in their states. Learn
more and access these resources here.

 News From the Field
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Eradicate Hate Session Proposals Open

Eradicate Hate seeks proposals for the 2026 Global Summit, Sept. 15-17 in
Pittsburgh. This year's theme is Bridging the Gaps, and proposals must focus
on:

Cross-sector collaborations
International perspectives
Multiple perspectives and organizations
Solutions to multiple forms of hate-fueled and targeted violence

Proposals due Friday, March 20.

Engaging Arts & Minds: Foundations

Engaging Arts & Minds: Foundations is a self-paced, asynchronous training
in arts programming for people with dementia and their care partners. The
course is available to museum and arts educators, dementia care specialists,
social workers and other health care professionals, art therapists and
individuals interested in serving this audience. It will be offered three times in
2026:

Jan. 28 - April 17
May 20 - July 31
Sept. - Dec. (dates TBD)

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis Presents Opera on the
GO!

Opera on the GO! is a free, virtual music education resource for your
classroom. Introduce students to the joy of opera through an engaging digital
experience. With one simple registration, access an abridged, student-friendly
performance of Treemonisha, the only surviving opera by Scott Joplin. Extend
learning with supplementary workshop videos, a comprehensive study
guide and a detailed listening guide - perfect for a week-long music and
theatre unit.
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Check out these ArtsEd Amplified posts to learn more about what our
community is working on! 

Arts Education at the Frontier of Human-Machine Collaboration by
Trey Grimes
Entangling Arts and Literacy in Education by Alex Chadwell
Introducing Accessible Arts Education by Rhoda Bernard

Are you eager to share your work with others? Submit your idea for ArtsEd
Amplified!

 Events

2026 National Conference | American String Teachers Association, Feb.
25-28, San Francisco, CA
2026 Legislative Conference | National PTA, March 2-4, Alexandria, VA
SXSW EDU 2026 | SXSW EDU, March 9-12, Austin, TX
Telling Our Story: 2026 National Arts in Education Conference |
Young Audiences Arts for Learning, Mar. 25-27, Washington, D.C.
Advocacy Summit | Educational Theatre Association, March 26-27,
Washington, D.C.
2026 ABLE Assembly | Berklee Institute for Accessible Arts Education,
April 10-12, Boston, MA
2026 AAAE Conference | Association of Arts Administration Educators,
May 28-31, Boston, MA
2026 National PTA Convention | National PTA, June 18-21, Pittsburgh,
PA
International Thespian Festival | Educational Theatre Association, June
21-26, Bloomington, IN
Theatre Education Conference | Educational Theatre Association, July
22-24, New York City, NY
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2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education
Conference | National Association for Music Education, Sept. 30 - Oct.
3, Long Beach, CA

 Career Opportunities
FYI: to support and encourage sustainable hiring practices, AEP only
includes career opportunities that include a salary/compensation in the job
posting.

Remote

Partner Development Manager | Education Theatre Association,
Remote

West

Resident Artist Educator | 24th Street Theatre, Los Angeles, CA
Senior Manager/Programs Director | Luna Dance & Creativity,
Berkeley, CA

Midwest

Chief Financial Officer/Co-Chief Executive Officer | Overture Center
for the Arts, Madison, WI

South

Director of Development & Community Engagement | Arts Garage,
Delray Beach, FL
Executive Director | Hayti Heritage Center, Durham, NC

Northeast

Executive Director Brattleboro Music Center | Brattleboro Music
Center, Brattleboro, VT
President and Chief Executive Officer | Handel and Haydn Society,
Boston MA
Executive Director | Academy of Music Theatre, Northampton, MA
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Chief of Arts and Culture | City of Boston Mayor's Office of Arts and
Culture, Boston, MA

Did you know? A 2012 study found that
#artsintegration can develop empathy,
awareness of multiple perspectives and cultural
sensitivity to others in students. The study also
found that arts integration enables teachers to
differentiate their instruction to meet the needs of
all learners. Learn more about the study at
https://ow.ly/vXog50Y4Ebl | #ArtsEdSearch

Have news to share? 
Please submit a 100-word summary via email.

The Arts Education Partnership is a national coalition of more than 200 education, arts, cultural,
government, business and philanthropic organizations. AEP has been supported by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since 1995 and is administered by
Education Commission of the States.

AEP’s efforts to build leadership capacity across the arts education field are also supported by The
Hewlett Foundation and The Wallace Foundation.
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Do you know someone who would be interested in reading ArtsEd Digest? They can subscribe here.

Copyright © 2026 Education Commission of the States  |  Arts Education Partnership, All rights reserved.

Education Commission of the States  |  P.O. Box 33674, Northglenn, Colorado 80233

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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