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2025 ARTSCAN AT A GLANCE

Highlighting State Arts Education Policies

ArtScan at a Glance summarizes state policies for arts education identified in statute or administrative code for all

50 states, plus the District of Columbia and the Department of Defense Education Activity. Information is based on a
comprehensive search of state education statute and codes on each state’s relevant websites. Complete results from this
review are available in an online searchable database at aep-arts.org.

Note: This summary only includes policies found in state statute, law or administrative regulations that refer explicitly to
arts education. Statutory language includes policies enacted through the state legislative process. Regulations include
policies from state regulatory, code or agency requirements. In some cases, budgetary language is included if the policy is

included in legislatively enacted funding.

ArtScan Policy Area Definitions

Early Childhood Arts
Education Standards

State adopted early childhood or pre-K content or performance
standards for any disciplines of arts education.

Elementary and Secondary
Arts Education Standards

State adopted elementary and/or secondary content or
performance standards for any or all disciplines of arts education.

Arts Education Instructional Requirement:
Elementary School

State requires school districts or schools to provide or offer arts
instruction in one or more arts disciplines at the elementary school level.

Arts Education Instructional Requirement:
Middle School

State requires school districts or schools to provide or offer arts
instruction in one or more arts disciplines at the middle school level.

Arts Education Instructional Requirement:
High School

State requires school districts or schools to provide or offer arts
instruction in one or more arts disciplines at the high school level.

Arts Requirements for
High School Graduation

State requires course credits in the arts for high school graduation.

Arts Requirement Alternatives for
High School Graduation

State includes arts course credits as an option to fulfill graduation
requirements or includes alternative courses to fulfill a required arts credit.

Arts and STEAM Diploma Seals

State awards an endorsement upon graduation to students
demonstrating proficiency or achievement in arts or science, technology,
engineering, arts and math (STEAM) education and coursework.

Arts Education Assessment
Requirements

State requires state-, district- or school-level assessment of
student learning in the arts.

Arts Requirements for
Non-Arts Teacher Licensure

State specifies arts requirements for initial licensure or
certification of non-arts teachers.

Licensure Requirements for Arts Teachers

State specifies requirements for endorsement, initial licensure or
certification of arts teachers or arts specialists in one or more
arts disciplines.

State Arts School for the Arts/Statewide
Arts Programs

State authorizes or establishes a state school for the arts or
statewide arts program.

Funding For Arts Education

State allocates or authorizes funding for arts education in some
capacity (special license plates, grants, etc.)

Other State Arts Education Policies

State policies that do not fall under the specified policy areas and
exist in the state statute and/or regulations.

AEP is grateful for the partnership of the State Education Agency Directors
of Arts Education in support of this project. AEP has been supported by the
National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education since
1995, and is administered by Education Commission of the States.
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ArtScan captures state arts education standards and instructional requirements that paint the picture
for what arts learning looks like across the country. Elementary, middle and high school standards and
state-level arts education assessment requirements help outline how arts learning is being measured.
While many decisions around curriculum, instruction and assessment are made at the local level,
providing state-level context can assist in identifying gaps in learning across states.

Arts Education Standards

All'50 states, the District of Columbia and the The National Coalition for Arts Standards (NCAS)
Department of Defense Education Activity recently announced the start of the 2025 review
(DoDEA) have early childhood, elementary of the National Core Arts Standards. The review
and secondary arts education state standards. process includes input from the field to gather
Many state’s arts standards have been directly the latest knowledge, research and best practices
informed by the National Core Arts Standards, to ensure students’ needs are being met through
with states like Connecticut and Rhode Island a well-rounded education that involves the arts.

who have adopted the standards as is.

Pennsylvania currently has the oldest arts
standards for early childhood education, last
updated in 2014, and the oldest arts standards
for elementary and secondary education, last
updated in 2002.

States With Updated Standards

IDAHO
Elementary & Secondary
Arts Education Standards

INDIANA

Early Childhood and
Elementary & Secondary
Arts Education Standards

LOUSIANA
Early Childhood Arts
Education Standards

MARYLAND
Early Childhood Arts
Education Standards

OHIO
Elementary & Secondary Arts
Education Standards

%é@ ART EADlgﬁégéam www.aep-arts.org



https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/CT
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/RI
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/PA
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/ID
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/IN
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/LA
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/MD
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/OH

Arts Education Instructional Requirements (Elementary, Middle & High School)

ArtScan captures state-level statute (law) or code (regulation) language that requires school districts
or schools to provide or offer arts instruction in one or more arts disciplines at the elementary,
middle and high school levels. Most states have adopted arts education instructional requirements for
elementary, middle and high school students and tailor requirements to align with state standards.
Instructional requirements outline how content goals (curriculum) should be met within a state; some
states have more particular language, like Louisiana, and other states have broader requirement
language, like Idaho.

Although arts instructional requirements can be outlined in state policy, it is ultimately on school
districts and schools to implement the established requirements. However, factors like teacher
shortages, insufficient teacher training, unclear implementation guidelines and varying student
needs can cause obstacles for schools to implement state arts instructional requirements.

State Highlight: State Highlight:
¥ 7 Louisiana’s particular Idaho’s broader
requirement language requirement language

Louisiana: (D(1)) The elementary

grades shall provide a foundation in Idaho: Other Required Instruction: O1.
fundamentals of... cultural arts... (F.) Elementary Schools (a.) The following
Each public elementary school shall section outlines other information
provide 60 minutes of instruction in required for all elementary students...
the performing arts and 60 minutes Fine Arts (art and music). (Idaho

of instruction in the visual arts Admin. Code r. 08.02.03.104)
each school week for students in

kindergarten-grade eight. (28 La.
Admin. Code Pt CXV, 2313)

Assessments

arts learning is often a process where a
student’s learning can be demonstrated through
different mediums like portfolios, presentations,
performances, self-assessments, exhibitions and
collaborative projects.

State-, district- or school-level assessments of
student learning in the arts set at the state level
are included in ArtScan. Few states have state-
level arts assessment requirements established.
Instead, they have generalized policies that
require students to be assessed in the state Michigan’s Arts Education Instruction and
standards, which include the arts. Authority is Assessment (MAEIA) project published
commonly given to state boards, departments a resource that outlines high quality and

or school districts to determine specialized appropriate recommendations for educators to
assessments for arts education. assess K-12 learning in dance, music, theater and
visual arts. These recommendations are based
on the Michigan Merit Curriculum and align with
national standards.

Arts education assessments can look
considerably different from traditional
standardized assessments or tests for subject
areas like math or reading/writing. Assessing

6L EDUCATION
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https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/LA
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/ID
https://maeia-artsednetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/MAC-Blueprint-Document-2016-May112016.pdf
https://maeia-artsednetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/MAC-Blueprint-Document-2016-May112016.pdf
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There are disparities across states related to arts education access in secondary education, with
some states having far more comprehensive state-level arts education policies than others. ArtScan
explores these differences by capturing state-level policies that outline arts education high school
graduation requirements, alternatives to earning high school arts education requirements and arts
specific diploma seals.

17 8 18

states

states

Arts Requirement Alternatives
for High School Graduation

Arts Requirements for

High School Graduation

** Nine states have no arts requirements for high school graduation

Arts Requirements for High School Graduation

ArtScan captures high school arts education graduation requirements separate from high school
instructional requirements. Graduation requirements outline the number of arts credits that are
required to graduate, while instructional requirements for high school captures arts content that is
required to be taught or offered by schools or school districts. There is often a disconnect between
district implementation of arts instructional requirements and arts course exploration for graduation.
Instruction requirements do not always reflect graduation requirements, which allows school districts
to make arts instruction an option rather than a requirement.

Some state’s arts education requirements for graduation are not reflected in ArtScan because
requirements are determined by the state board of education or department of education. North
Carolina, for example, has graduation requirements determined by the North Carolina State Board of
Education rather than by state-level policy.

Although not fully explored in ArtScan, it is important to note also that there are major disconnects

between arts requirements for high school graduation and higher education admissions. Many state

and local graduation requirements are not adequately aligned with higher education admissions and
content expectations.
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https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=10399&revid=lplusBPAwe0HslshzsmGLZPxzKMw%3d%3d&ptid=muNUlKiR2jsXcslsh28JpBkiw%3d%3d&secid=jwg5jo6sS2LBCiGslshpXYbqQ%3d%3d&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=10399&revid=lplusBPAwe0HslshzsmGLZPxzKMw%3d%3d&ptid=muNUlKiR2jsXcslsh28JpBkiw%3d%3d&secid=jwg5jo6sS2LBCiGslshpXYbqQ%3d%3d&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false

Arts Requirement Alternatives for High School Graduation

The arts requirement alternatives for high school graduation policy area captures state policies that
include arts course credits as an option to fulfill graduation requirements or includes alternative
means to earning a required arts credit. For example, North Dakota requires three units of foreign
languages, Native American languages, fine arts or career and technical education (CTE) to fulfill the
required 22 credits for graduation. This allows fine arts credits to be an option for students rather
than a requirement. Minnesota state statute, on the other hand, requires an arts credit for high school
graduation but also outlines alternative means to earning the credit through competition of a CTE or
ethnic studies course. There are a handful of states that have distinctive state statute/code language
that’s also captured in this ArtScan policy area.

State Highlight: Ohio’s Arts Education
Requirement for High School Graduation

Ohio has unique state code language that allows an arts credit that
is earned in seventh or eighth grade to count towards fulfilling high
school graduation requirements. AEP considers this language to be
an arts requirement alternative because the state allows a fine arts

course to be earned in middle school, not exclusively in high school.

Arts and STEAM Diploma Seals

ArtScan captures art-specific and science, technology, engineering, the arts,
and mathematics (STEAM) diploma seals that have been established at the
state level. These type of diploma seals acknowledge students who have
demonstrated excelled proficiency or achievement in arts learning. Depending
on the state, diploma seals are also referred to as “endorsements.” Similar

to graduation requirements, authority may be given to the state board,
department of education or local school district to establish diploma seals.

States With Established
Arts Diploma Seals

ARIZONA

NEVADA

NORTH CAROLINA
OHIO

OKLAHOMA
SOUTH CAROLINA
TEXAS
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https://ndlegis.gov/prod/cencode/t15-1c21.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.024
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.603#:~:text=as%20an%20elective.-,Beginning%20with%20students%20who%20enter%20ninth%20grade%20for%20the%20first,of%20grades%20seven%20to%20twelve.
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/AZ
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/NV
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/NC
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/OH
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/OK
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/SC
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/TX
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ArtScan captures state policies that outline M

initial licensure or certification requirements for Most states require teacher candidates
both arts and non-arts teachers. Endorsement to pass one or more praxis exams
I’equil’ements for SpeCiﬁC arts diSCipHneS are also administered by the Educational Testing
captured in ArtScan. Certification refers to the Service (ETS). The goal of these exams
basic credentials required to teach that include is to assess a candidate’s academic

an arts related requirement. While endorsements knowledge and skills. Listed below are
include SpeCia“ZGd qua“ﬁcations that are the different types of praxis exams:

art-specific and can be added to a teacher’s
certification. Licensure requirements for non-
arts and arts teachers differ from state to state

* Praxis Core Academic Skills for
Educator Tests

including, the required education level * Praxis Elementary Education: Multiple
to teach, required exams and required Subject Tests

preparation programs. « Praxis Elementary Education: Content
It is important to keep in mind that licensure iZSeV\élsemdSr?tfor Teaching (CTK)
requirements do not always exist within state

statute and code language. In some cases, * Praxis Subject Tests: Over 120
authority is given to agencies like departments Subject-Specific Tests

of education, boards of education or licensing

boards to develop the state licensure States like California and Florida have
requirements for teachers. This is why a state developed their own standardized exams
may not see their licensure requirements for teacher certification. Some states
reflected in ArtScan. There are also instances also have exams related to specific arts
where states outline some requirements for disciplines like dance certification. Check
licensure in state statute or code language but your state’s requirements to get a full
permit a state agency to elaborate or expand on picture of certification in your area.

the state determined requirements. \_ Y,

Arts Requirements for Non-Arts Teacher Licensure

Early childhood and elementary teachers are required to teach multiple subjects as students usually
remain in one classroom during their primary education years. For this reason, arts requirements
for non-arts teacher licensure typically cover early learning and elementary teacher licensure
requirements that include an arts education element. It is typical that certifications to teach early
learning and/or elementary require a bachelor’s degree with some level of arts content instruction,
sometimes specified by arts disciplines, semester hours or grade level one wishes to teach.

6L EDUCATION
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https://teachercertification.com/
https://teachercertification.com/cbest/
https://teachercertification.com/ftce/
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Information-Request-_-Dance-Certification.pdf
https://praxis.ets.org/state-requirements.html
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Generalized Policy Language: | Specific Policy Language:

[llinois’ Standards for Endorsements in Virginia Licensure Regulations Governing Early/
Elementary Education- “The competent primary Education Endorsements- “Candidates
elementary teacher understands the for the early/primary education PreK-3
educational, communicative, and aesthetic endorsement must have earned a baccalaureate
value of dance, drama, music, and visual degree from a regionally accredited college

art and the role fine arts play in reflecting or university in the liberal arts or sciences, or
history and culture and promotes all students’ equivalent, and completed coursework that
ability to express themselves creatively.” covers the early/primary education PreK-

[Code includes Knowledge and Performance 3 competencies and meets the following
Indicators.] (lll. Admin. Code tit. 23 § 26.370) semester-hour requirements: ...(e.) Arts: 3
semester hours.” (8 Va. Admin. Code 20-23-150)

Licensure Requirements for Arts Teachers

For states whose licensure requirements for arts teachers
are not outlined in state statute or code language, ArtScan
now captures and links to the governing authority who is
responsible for developing requirements. Similar to licensure
requirements for non-arts teachers, some states have broad
policies, while others have more comprehensive state
policies around licensure for arts teachers. Many states offer
full certification in single arts disciplines, e.g., dance or visual
arts. Other states offer a general teaching certification and
then require endorsements to teach specific arts disciplines.
States like Alabama, Maine and lowa outline the required
curriculum and/or semester hours required to be completed
by an individual seeking an endorsement to teach specified
pre-K through 12th grade arts disciplines, like dance, theater,
music and visual arts, in state statute or code language.

State Highlight: Pennsylvania’s
Arts Teacher Certification

Information for Pennsylvania’s
arts teacher certifications is not
captured in ArtScan because

Pennsylvania’s State Department
of Education is responsible

for setting requirements for
certification. The state offers full
certification in pre-K through
12th grade general art education,
dance education and music
education with the option to

add a theater education pre-K
through 12th grade endorsement.

Alternative Pathways & Reciprocity

In order to address staffing challenges related to teacher shortages, many states have implemented
or expanded alternative pathways to teacher licensure. Alternative pathways provide flexible
options for prospective teachers who do not possess traditional certifications to obtain the skills
and standards necessary to teach. For example, there has been heightened conversation around arts
teachers exploring alternative career and technical education (CTE) pathways as arts standards and
requirements are in question across states.

Teacher license reciprocity allows an educator who holds a valid license in one jurisdiction to obtain a
license in another jurisdiction. The National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and
Certification (NASDTEC) Interstate Agreement allows an individual to legally transfer certification and
teach in another state that has also signed the interstate agreement. There may be stipulations and
additional requirements for an educator to fully start teaching in the receiving state. To learn more
about reciprocity, the Education Commission of the Sates released a comprehensive policy resource
about teacher license reciprocity.

N EDUCATION
ART PARTNERSHIP www.aep-arts.org



https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/AL
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/ME
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/IA
https://www.teachersoftomorrow.org/blog/insights/alternative-teacher-program-guide/
https://edsource.org/2024/career-technical-education-a-pathway-for-arts-educators/702962#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20key%20CTE,and%20meet%20other%20administrative%20requirements.
https://www.nasdtec.net/page/Interstate
https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-teacher-license-reciprocity/
https://www.ilga.gov/Commission/jcar/admincode/JCARTitlePart.asp?Title=023&Part=0026
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter23/section150/
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/PA
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/educators/certification/certificates-in-pennsylvania.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/educators/certification/certificates-in-pennsylvania.html
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AEP worked diligently in its research process

to reorganize the policy information that was
captured in the “other” category. As a result,
this year’s iteration now captures schools for the
arts and statewide programs within the same
issue area. It also separates state policies related
to arts education funding as its own policy
category. These policy areas outline crucial

state policy information related to kindergarten
through 12th grade arts education access and
quality across the country.

AEP is aware that there are many nuances
around funding policies that can be difficult to
navigate and understand fully for folks who do
not have expertise in this area. The Education
Commission of the States released a K-12_
Funding Toolkit to offer states strategic guidance
in reforming or redesigning their state education
funding landscapes. This resource helps clarify
the distribution of state funds, design elements
for creating funding formulas, and establish
components that create more comprehensive
funding models.

School for the Arts/Statewide Programs

Although state schools for the arts and statewide programs for arts education may be authorized in
state statute or administrative code, it does not necessarily mean that the state is implementing the
outlined policy. New Jersey, for example, authorizes the state board of education to establish the New
Jersey School for the Arts to support the workplace readiness skills of students in the performing,
literary and visual arts. It also authorizes the commission of education to administer the Arts Create
Excellent Schools (ACES) Pilot Program to explore model schools that incorporate innovative
arts-infused curriculum into the student learning process. However, the state is not currently enforcing
either existing statute.

Occurrences like this one, which exist in multiple across states, make it difficult to thoroughly outline
the reality of how and where arts education is being provided in states.
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https://www.ecs.org/k-12-funding-toolkit-a-strategic-guide-for-states/
https://www.ecs.org/k-12-funding-toolkit-a-strategic-guide-for-states/
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/NJ

Funding for Arts Education

School funding is comprised of federal, state and local sources. The split between each funding bucket
looks different from state to state and how these funds are allocated greatly impacts the quality of
services students receive. There are a few states, like California (Prop 28) and lllinois (Chicago Creative
Schools), who allocate funds for arts education in their state or local budget line items.

State and Local:

Federal Funding: 80-90%
10-20% (e.g. state arts council funds,

(e.g. Title 1 funds) local property tax)
0000 00000000000OCGOGOGOGS
0000 000000000000 OCGOGKOGS
0000 000000000000OCGOGOGOS
0000 00000000000OGOGOGOO
0000 000000000000OCGOGOGOS

ArtScan does not indicate state budget line items, but
rather state statutes or administrative codes that allocate or
authorize funding for arts education in some capacity. For
example, Michigan allocated $11,000,000 of state statute for
grants during the 2023-24 school year to eligible districts
Kentucky has unique statute to provide kindergarten through fifth grade instruction in
language that prompts the music and visual arts. Colorado and Georgia also authorize
department of education to state grant programs for arts education, but do not allocate
administer the Ride to the Center the specified funds to implement the grant program within
for the Arts Program, also known the state statute or administrative code language. In this

as the TranspARTation Grant instance, the funds to implement an authorized grant
Program. This grant provides program may be distributed by a state agency, like a state
transportation for students to arts arts council. There are also a handful of states who have
centers and other arts-specific authorized specialized license plates for education which
organizations. The program motor vehicle registrants can purchase. The funds are

is currently managed by the collected from the purchase of these license plates and then
Kentucky Arts Council. distributed to specified districts, schools or programs to
provide arts education experiences.

State Highlight: Kentucky’s
TranspARTation Grant Program

Other State Arts Education Policies

ArtScan’s “other” state arts education policy area
captures state statute and administrative codes
that do not fit within any of the 13 specified

State Highlight: Florida’s Art in the
Capitol Competition

policy areas in the resource. Exa”mples of The Florida state statute creates the Art in
language included in the “other” category are: the Capitol Competition. This is a voluntary

» Establishes general support for arts education statewide visual arts competition that allows
students in grades six to eight to showcase
their artistry. Students who win the
competition in their district will have their
e Policies related to arts education artwork displayed by the Department of
accountability processes Management Services at the State Capitol
+ Establishment of arts education advisory for a full legislative session.
panels/councils

N EDUCATION
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e Leadership development for arts
education teachers



https://ebudget.ca.gov/2024-25/pdf/Enacted/BudgetSummary/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
https://www.cps.edu/globalassets/cps-pages/about-cps/finance/budget/budget-2025/docs/fy2025-budget-book-final-approved-1.1.pdf
https://www.cps.edu/globalassets/cps-pages/about-cps/finance/budget/budget-2025/docs/fy2025-budget-book-final-approved-1.1.pdf
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/MI
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/CO
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/GA
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/KY
https://artscouncil.ky.gov/program/transpartation-grant-program/
https://artscouncil.ky.gov/program/transpartation-grant-program/
https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/view-by-state/1117/FL
https://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/real_estate_development_and_management/art_in_the_capitol_competition
https://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/real_estate_development_and_management/art_in_the_capitol_competition

