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Presenters 

● James Miles, Executive Director, Arts Corps 

● Olisa Enrico, OST Program Manager, Arts Corps 

● Heleya de Barros, Director of Arts Education, Arts Corps 

Session Description 

The U.S. public education system is not providing a high-quality, equitable education for 

young people in our country. The opportunity gap among black and white students has 

remained unchanged for the past 50 years and the U.S. currently ranks #36 in the world for 

education. So how do we successfully engage and inform young minds, preparing them for 

an uncertain world? Hip hop. Join this session to learn more about this approach to 

culturally responsive arts education. 

Learning Objectives 

● To connect the educational experience of young people with their lived experiences. 

● To foment understanding of the positive impacts of using hip hop culture in schools. 

● To provide actionable steps to incorporate hip hop culture into schools everywhere. 

Session Outline and Summary 

Participants will be taken through a hands-on exploration of hip hop pedagogy and its 

implementation, following the agenda below: 

● Welcome 

● Setting the Stage 

● Sample Lesson 

● Best Practices 

● Brainstorm 

● Reflection 

Supplemental Materials 

More will be added but this is a start. 

 

● Ackroyd, J. and J. Boulton. Drama Lessons for Five to Eleven-Year-Olds. London: 

AEP Virtual Gathering  

Can Hip Hop Save us? 



 

 

 

David Fulton Publishers, 2005. 

● Boal, A. Theatre of the Oppressed. London: Pluto Press, 1979. 

● Bolton, G. Dorothy Heathcote’s Story. UK: Trentham, 2003.  

● Cornett, C. Creating Meaning Through Literature and the Arts. Upper Saddle River: 

Merrill Prentice Hall, 2003. 

● DeLong, Patrick D. Art And Music In The Humanities. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice-

Hall. 1966.  

● Emdin, Chris. For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood... and the Rest of Y'all Too. 

Beacon Press, 2017. 

● Gallagher, K. & Booth, D. How theatre educates: Convergences and counterpoints. 

Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 2003.  

● Gardner, H.  Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences. New York: Basic 

Books, 1983. 

● Johnson, L. & O'NeilI, C. (eds.) Dorothy Heathcote: Collected Writings on Education 

and Drama England: Hutchinson, 1984. 

● Johnstone, K. Impro for Storytellers. London: Faber & Faber, 1999. 

● Ladson-Billings, G. Culturally relevant teaching: the key to making multicultural 

education work. Falmer Press, 1992. 

● Neelands, J. Learning through Imagined Experience. England: Hodder Headline, 

1992. 

● Peterson, Andrew. Compassion and Education: Cultivating Compassionate Children, 

Schools and Communities. Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2016. 

● How Creating Imagery Can Help Dyslexic Students Who Struggle with Shakespeare 

● Arts Integration Increases Test Scores 

● While We Weren’t Looking, Snapchat Revolutionized Social Networks 

● Harnessing the Power of the Cellphone in Class 

● Learning English? Start with Shakespeare, says Hong Kong performing arts 

education group 

● Kids Don’t Fail, Schools Fail Kids: Sir Ken Robinson on the ‘Learning Revolution’ 

● What Is Cultural Knowledge and How Can We Use It?   

 

 

https://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/09/13/how-creating-imagery-can-help-dyslexic-students-who-struggle-with-shakespeare/
https://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20161128/red-hook/ps-15-red-hook-principal-magnet-school-arts-focus
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/30/technology/while-we-werent-looking-snapchat-revolutionized-social-networks.html?WT.mc_id=SmartBriefs-Newsletter&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=smartbriefsnl&_r=0
http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2017/05/17/harnessing-the-power-of-the-cellphone-in.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-news2
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community/article/2096724/learning-english-start-shakespeare-says-hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community/article/2096724/learning-english-start-shakespeare-says-hong-kong
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2017-02-23-kids-don-t-fail-schools-fail-kids-sir-ken-robinson-on-the-learning-revolution
http://www.oliviahdzp.com/2013/08/07/what-is-cultural-knowledge-and-how-can-we-use-it/
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2017-02-23-kids-don-t-fail-schools-fail-kids-sir-ken-robinson-on-the-learning-revolution
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