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Young 
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Systems:
• Public Arts & Humanities Funding
• Cultural Policies
• Nonprofit Cultural Institutions
• Creative Industries

Outcomes:
• Art is made
• Self is expressed
• Connections with others

Experiences:
• Experiential visits
• Individual artistic creation
• Collaborative ensemble creation
• Performance/Exhibition

People:
• Teaching Artists
• Culture Bearers
• Program Staff
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students

Systems:
• Public Schools
• Charter Schools
• Private Schools
• Specialized Schools

Outcomes:
• Gain artistic skill
• Learn non-arts content
• Demonstrate knowledge

Experiences:
• Arts Instruction
• Arts Integration
• Extra-curricular Arts Participation
• Field Trips

People:
• Arts Teachers
• Non-Arts Teachers
• Special Education Teachers
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Systems:
•  Health & Wellbeing
•  Support Services
•  Adaptive Technologies
•  Therapies

Outcomes:
• Decreased Barriers to participation
• Increased supports
• Individual autonomy

Experiences:
• Arts & Allied Therapies
• Universal Design for Learning
• Inclusive & accessible activities
• Continuing education

People:
•  Support Staff (Paraprofessionals?)
•  Therapists
•  Accessibility coordinators
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I. Introduction and Background
    New York State School Music                    

Association Chairperson for Music 
for Special Learners 1993-2019 
helped shape policy and practice 
in New York State. Career parallels 
our legislative landmarks in special 
education. 
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 II. New York State role as a General and   
Special Education Music Teacher

● Public School Career
● First, Teacher Assignment Code #4712 

Elementary K-6 Music
● Next, Teacher Assignment Code #4746 

         Budgetary line for a music in special 
     education teacher with established      

hiring practices  
               Music for Special Learners Teacher of Music

● Press examples include article about my 
work as special ed music teacher. See next 
page.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/beds/PMF/documents/teachingassignmentcodes2019-20.pdf
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Current Hiring practices for music 
for special learners teachers. 

• Code #4746 teachers 
throughout the New York BOCES 
System.

https://www.oneida-boces.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=130&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=191&PageID=111
https://www.oneida-boces.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=130&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=191&PageID=111
https://www.oneida-boces.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=130&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=191&PageID=111
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III. New York State and
     Arts Education 

● With passage of NYState Senate 
S5770

● Arts and Music Education are 
added as a common school 
branch that should be 
incorporated into the public 
school curriculum to provide a 
more well-rounded education 
as essential for all children.

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s5770
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s5770
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Program Requirements P-12, 
include music as part of a well 
rounded education for all 
learners 

Program Requirements P-12

https://arts.ny.gov/programs/arts-education
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New York State Curricular Requirements

• If Pre-K program is registered,  
curriculum must include music activities.

• In grades 1-6, instruction must include 
music.

• In grades 7 and 8, instruction must 
include ½ unit of music

• Part 100.5 details diploma requirements 
including music for grades 9-12.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub/manualfornewadministratorsofnps/statereqs.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub/manualfornewadministratorsofnps/statereqs.html
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IV. Music as a Related Service
●  Whether consultant, evaluator, peer 

educator, or team teacher, music therapy 
is considered as a related service in school 
music settings in New York. 

● In 2013, Music therapist Elizabeth Schwartz, 
MT-BC facilitated a public document that 
stated this as clarification for service 
providers.

● This left no doubt that music therapy could 
be listed as a related service on a 
student’s individualized education 
program (IEP) (See copy next slide.)

http://www.musictherapy.org/assets/1/7/NYSED_Clarification_MT_as_Related_Service_2013.pdf
http://www.musictherapy.org/assets/1/7/NYSED_Clarification_MT_as_Related_Service_2013.pdf
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V. Music Teacher Preparation
● The first formal school for music 

educators was founded in 1884, in 
Potsdam, New York, by Julia Ettie Crane

● Crane School of Music, SUNY Potsdam 
 was also the first in the State to offer to 
undergraduate music education 

students a B.M.  with concentration in 
special education.

https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/crane-school-music/departments-programs/music-education/degree-programs/music-special
https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/crane-school-music/departments-programs/music-education/degree-programs/music-special
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.  Music Teacher Preparation (Slide 2)
● With the Crane model at the forefront,
●  In Summer 1999 – Professional 

Development Series for pre-service and 
in-service teachers at LIU Post, Brookville, 
NY.  

● This developed into regular course offerings 
at the 

● Undergraduate level:
     EDS44G Music Foundations for Teaching 

  Music to Special Learners;  at the
• Graduate level 
     MUS 634 Enhancing Literacy through  

 Music in Special Education
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Music Teacher Preparation (Slide 3)
● NYSED approved
● Prevented siloing music students in strictly 

special education classes without connection 
to arts.   These new courses bridged the 
disciplines.

● Other New York universities followed practice, 
i.e.   New York University:  MPAME-UE 1204 and 
MPAME-UE 2114 Music for Exceptional Children 
and at Brooklyn College of Music - MUSC 6583 
Music in Special Education. 

●  One semester of  3 credits –stimulated further 
study in special education, music therapy, 
independent research to improve arts 
opportunities for students with disabilities.



ecs.org    |    @EdCommission

Perspectives
     from
   New York

Music Teacher Preparation (Slide 4) 

 Progressive Milestone for Music Teacher Education in 
New York State and arts education integration and 
inclusion of students with disabilities.

• Key elements to this State mandate is the 15 hours 
of pre-service observations in different music in 
special education settings.  We have several 
programs where the emerging teachers get 
hands-on field experiences which add depth and 
breadth to their teacher preparation.
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VI. Action seen with Arts 
Inclusion Programs
 In New York, steady progress is being made in 
preparation and service to our students with 
disabilities. 
Arts and cultural education partnerships are 

growing in both public, private, and community 
settings  for all age groups.

Our New York State School Music Association 
Summer Conference program is an example 
our active collaboration with other  

professional arts and music associations. 

https://www.nyssma.org/event/new-york-state-summer-music-conference
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VI. Action Steps
This summer’s final policy to  

practice project for the Music for 
Exceptional Children class at New 
York University focused on 

1. Child Find Mandate
2. Early arts intervention 

opportunities
3. How information is shared with 

parents across neighborhoods 
and zip codes.
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VII.  FINDINGS: Emerging Teachers Speak
 

Emerging Teacher L reports about Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn SD#14 {July 5, 2021- Final Project] 

Emerging Teacher A reports about Cornwall, New 
York [July 2- Final Project].

Emerging Teacher J reports about East Village and 
Washington Heights in Manhattan [ July 3- Final 
Project]

“We can make information more accessible – 
every child deserves to live a fulfilling and 
productive life."
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Citations: 

Hansen, D.; Bernstorf, E. & Stuber, G. ( 2004) The Music and Literacy 
Connection. MENC: The National Association for Music Education. 

Sobol, E. ( 2017). An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to 
Special Learners, 3rd Edition.  Rowman & Littlefield Education 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub/manualfornewadministratorsofnps/
statereqs.html

http://www.musictherapy.org/assets/1/7/NYSED_Clarification_MT_as_Rel
ated_Service_2013.pdf

 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s5770. 

https://www.nyssma.org/event/new-york-state-summer-music-conference/

Contact: Elise. Sobol@nyu.edu

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub/manualfornewadministratorsofnps/statereqs.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub/manualfornewadministratorsofnps/statereqs.html
http://www.musictherapy.org/assets/1/7/NYSED_Clarification_MT_as_Related_Service_2013.pdf
http://www.musictherapy.org/assets/1/7/NYSED_Clarification_MT_as_Related_Service_2013.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s5770
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Pioneering 
from Kansas

• Multiple and diverse programming
• Authentically representing one or 

more arts disciplines
• Integration for individual growth in 

group settings
• Collaboration among experts, 

agencies, and locations
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Perspectives: Higher Education
• University of Kansas: Music Education and Music Therapy

• Special Education, Medical, SLP and other therapies
• Proximity-State agencies for persons with disabilities. 

• Emporia State University: Art Education and Art Therapy
• Teacher Education (National Teacher Hall of Fame)

• Wichita State University: Music Education and Special 
Music Education

• Special Education, SLP, Institute of Logopedics/Heartspring
• Proximity-Private agencies for persons with disabilities
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Perspectives: Arts Cultural Agencies
• Very Special Arts Kansas (Wichita to KC area)
• Accessible Arts (KC and statewide)
• Young Audiences, Inc (KC)
• Arts Partners Wichita
• Kansas Arts Commission



Perspectives: Education Agencies
• Strong arts programs in public schools have continued to 

have strong KSDE support
• Kansas Music Educators Association strength with 

multiple national officers; also true for arts education. 
Dance and theatre are not as strong.

• Overlapping programs in public and private sector
• Early and strong support for special education related 

services through KARTS (1980’s multi-year OSERS grant)



Using
IDEA and 

ESSA

FULL SERVICE and RELATED SERVICE

ESSA—all children deserve arts 
education; recently music is named 
specifically

IDEA—related services support 
participation in full-service offerings.

Kansas Special Education Process 
Handbook: Chapter 5 Special 
Education and Related Services

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/PH/PH-Ch05.pdf?ver=2021-01-08-172350-747


Free and Appropriate Music 
Education: FAPE



Added specific language



Major 
Concepts 

• Cross-training for understanding
• Arts and non-arts trainings together

• Multi-disciplinary for effectiveness
• Full-service and related service goals

• Work within existing systems for:
• Advocacy
• Authenticity
• Artistic impact



Discussion
(Rhoda)

Questions for the presenters

- About the Leadership Network

- About New York

- About Kansas

Implications for your states and settings

Main takeaways for you and your 
colleagues
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THANK YOU!
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Contact:
Rhoda Bernard, Ed.D

Managing Director, Berklee
rbernard@berklee.edu 

Contact:
Elaine Bernstorf, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Professor, Wichita State University
elaine.bernstorf@wichita.edu 

Contact:
Elise Sobol, Ed.D.

Director, Music Ed, NYU, Steinhardt
elise.sobol@nyu.edu

mailto:rbernard@berklee.edu
mailto:elaine.bernstorf@wichita.edu


Thank you for attending!
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