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+RZGRHVWKHUHFHQWUHSRUWIURPWKH3UHVLGHQW·V&RPPLWWHHRQWKH$UWVDQG+XPDQLWLHVKHOSWRLQIRUPWKH
public debate on arts education? What other new research data is out there (FRSS, NEA, WESTAF etc).  
  

Sandra Ruppert
Director of the Arts Education Partnership (AEP)
  
,Q0D\WKH3UHVLGHQW·V&RPPLWWHHRQWKH$UWVDQGWKH+XPDQLWLHV
Most  definitions  of  arts  integration  
DOVRNQRZQDV3&$+ UHOHDVHGDWWKH$UWV(GXFDWLRQ3DUWQHUVKLS·V
suffer  from  a  syndrome  I  call  TMW  
Spring 2011 National Forum a major report entitled, Reinvesting
Ȃ  Too  Many  Words.  These  tend  to  
LQ$UWV(GXFDWLRQ:LQQLQJ$PHULFD·V)XWXUH7KURXJK&UHDWLYH
be  definitions  laden  with  qualifiers  
Schools. Since its release, the report has received considerable
and  caveats.  We  actually  do  a  
PHGLDDWWHQWLRQ,W·VDOVREHHQWKHIRFXVRIPHHWLQJVZLWK:KLWH
better  job  talking  about  what  arts  
House staff, the President and the First Lady. Last month, the
integration  ǯthan  what  it  is  
report served as the catalyst for a White House-sponsored
ȋǤǤǲǯ  about  signing  your  
roundtable discussion that honored leaders in arts education who
ǯǥȌǤ  
DUH´Champions of Changeµ  
  
$OORIWKLVDFWLYLW\LVFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKH3&$+·VPLVVLRQ, which is to
advise the White House on cultural issues. President Ronald Reagan created the Committee by Executive
Order in 1982. He designated the First Lady to serve as the Honorary Chair of the Committee, which is
composed of prominent public and private citizens. Reinvesting in Arts Education is designed to further
3UHVLGHQW2EDPD·V3ODWIRUPLQ6XSSRUWRIWKH$UWVLQZKLFKKHDUJXHGDVDFDQGLGDWHLQIRUD
reinvestment in arts education.  
  
I believe the issuance of this report represents a pivotal moment for our field of arts education, one in which
we have a rare opportunity to elevate the conversation about the role of the arts in education policy and
practice. We can shape the public debate if ² and this is a BIG if ² we can come together around some
common messages.  
  
6LQFHWKHUHOHDVH,·YHEHHQDVNHGWRVSHDNWRYDULRXVDUWVDQGHGXFDWLRQJURXSVDERXWWKHUHSRUWDQGLWV
ILQGLQJV,·YHQRWLFHGWKDWDORWRISHRSOHDUHDZDUHRIWKHUHSRUWEXWPRVWKDYHQ·WUHDGPRUHWKDQDIHZ
snippets of it. (In IDLUQHVVWRRYHUZRUNHGSHRSOHHYHU\ZKHUHLWGRHVUXQSDJHVZLWKDSSHQGLFHV :KDW·V
in or not in the report and what its key messages are remain open to interpretation, based more on a set of
impressions than on a close reading of the content. This haVKHOSHGVWLUXSWKHSHUHQQLDOKRUQHW·VQHVWRI
GLYLVLYHLVVXHVWKDWVWXEERUQO\SHUVLVWQRPDWWHUKRZPXFKZHFKDQWWKH´ERWKDQGQRWHLWKHURUµPDQWUD7KH
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list is familiar. Standards-based sequential arts instruction versus arts integration. Teaching artists versus arts
specialists. Intrinsic benefits versus instrumental benefits. And so on.  
  
Even if these distinctions were helpful in advancing the field, they will not help to inform the more public
conversation about arts education. In fact, to many people outside of our field, these debates sound like a lot
of noise. That point was driven home to me again recently when in my home state of Colorado the head of a
well-regarded community foundation that supports arts and cultural projects flatly stated that the foundation
GLGQ·WLQYHVWLQDUWVHGXFDWLRQEHFDXVHWKH\FRXOGQ·W´PDNHDQ\VHQVHRXWRILWµ  
  
Reinvesting in Arts Education KDVWKHSRWHQWLDOWREHDKLJKO\HIIHFWLYHWRROIRU´VHQVH-PDNLQJµZLWKDZLGHU
audience if we can put aside for the moment the issues that confound us and focus instead on the issues that
confront us. Are there aspects of the report on which we can all agree? The answer is yes; there are many
SRLQWVRIDJUHHPHQW+HUHDUH´ILYHHDV\SLHFHVµRISURVHRUWH[WWDNHQGLUHFWO\IURP the report for which a
strong consensus already exists and which we can use to frame our conversations.  
  
´5HLQYHVWLQJLQ$UWV(GXFDWLRQµ /HW·VVWDUWZLWKWKHWLWOH$SXEOLFDWLRQLVVXHGE\DQLQIOXHQWLDODGYLVRU\
committee to the White House with the words reinvesting in arts education in the title ought to be something
ZHFDQDOOJHWEHKLQG6RPHKDYHDUJXHGHYHQXVLQJWKHZRUG´UHLQYHVWPHQWµLQWKHVHHFRQRPLFFRQGLWLRQV
suggests a certain naiveté. But the title also refers to investing in strategies that build the human and social
capital that are at least as important as financial capital in promoting and sustaining any serious change
HIIRUW$VRQHH[DPSOH$(3LQSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWKH3UHVLGHQW·V&RPPLWWHHKDVSXEOLVKHGDQHZEURFKXUHWKDW
identifies 15 no-cost or low-cost strategies that principals can use to increase arts education in their schools.
The strategies are drawn from real examples gathered from highly-effective principals from around the
country.  
  
´7ZRWKHPHVHPHUJHG«DERXWWKHSURYLVLRQDQGGLVWULEXWLRQRIDUWVHGXFDWLRQµThe result of 18 months
RILQYHVWLJDWLRQOHGWRWZRELJ´D-KD·VµWKDWVKRXOGFRPHDVQRVXUSULVH)LUVWZKHQLWFRPHVWRWKHprovision of
arts education, there is a wide range and diversity of approaches ² D´SDWFKZRUNRIDSSURDFKHVµWRTXRWH
the report. Second, there exists at present serious inequities in the distribution of arts education. These
conclusions are consistent with the findings from other studies conducted during the last several years and the
PCAH report does a good job in making its case. We may not be able to agree on the solutions to these
conditions as offered in the report, but we should be able to agree on the basic premises and use them as
context for our conversations with the public.  
  
´7KHDUWVDUHQRWIORZHUVEXWDZUHQFKµThis statement appears in the Executive Summary of the report
on the PCAH website. They are eight simple words that convey an immediate and powerful image. Yes, we
FRXOGLQYRNHRXU´ERWKDQGµUXOHEXWLWZRXOGEHVR much more effective if we focused instead on the wrench
part of the equation. The arts are a tool ² a wrench -- that can help students succeed, enhance teacher
effectiveness, transform schools, and strengthen communities. And the PCAH report does a credible and
accurate job summarizing the evidence-based research that supports these findings.  
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´'HYHORSWKHILHOGRIDUWVLQWHJUDWLRQµ 7KLVLVVHFRQGRIWKHUHSRUW·VILYHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV(DUOLHUEORJ
posts have discussed some of the common barriers to developing the field of arts integration, including a lack
of time, resources and commitment. To this list, I would add a lack of clarity about what arts integration is as a
significant barrier. To many outside our field the concept of arts integration is not well understood. And we
GRQ·WPDNHWKLQJVDQ\HDVLHUZLWKRXUGHILQLWLRQV0RVWGHILQLWLRQVRIDUWVLQWHJUDWLRQVXIIHUIURPDV\QGURPH,
call TMW ² Too Many Words. These tend to be definitions laden with qualifiers and caveats. We actually do
a better job WDONLQJDERXWZKDWDUWVLQWHJUDWLRQLVQ·WWKDQZKDWLWLV HJ´LWLVQ·WDERXWVLJQLQJ\RXU$%&·V«   
  
We ² the arts education field ² need to come up with a common
straightforward definition of arts integration if we ever hope to
get a real conversation VWDUWHGZLWKWKHSXEOLF+HUH·VP\OHVV
Arts  integration  is  instruction  
than perfect stab at it, cobbled together from various existing
that  integrates  content  and  
definitions:  

skills  from  the  arts  with  other  
core  subjects  to  increase  
knowledge  in  both  areas.  
  

Arts integration is instruction that integrates content and skills from
the arts with other core subjects to increase knowledge in both
areas.  
  
I think my definition leaves much room for improvement. So here is my challenge to readers of this blog:
&RPSOHWHWKHIROORZLQJVHQWHQFHLQZRUGVRUOHVV´$UWVLQWHJUDWLRQLV«µ7RWKHLQGLYLGXDOZKRFRPHVXS
with the best definition, AEP will present him or her with one of our highly coveted and always useful AEP
grocery-shopping bags!  
  
Why is having a simple common definition so important? Because the reality is the arts integration ship has
already sailed. Yet too many of us are still arguing at the shore over who should be the Skipper, when we
should be onboard leading the way forward. I was remindHGRIDUWVLQWHJUDWLRQ·VUHVRQDQFHDIHZZHHNV
ago when I was invited to be a presenter on an art integration webinar hosted by the publication Education
Week. A total of 2,143 people registered for the webinar and 718 attended the online session, with
hundreds more viewing the archived recording on the Education Week website. More than 400 questions were
submitted in advance or during the webinar. These numbers make it clear that a much wider education
audience than we previously believed existed is interested in learning more about arts integration.  
  
´:LGHQWKHIRFXVRIHYLGHQFHJDWKHULQJµ7KLVLVWKHODVWRIWKHUHSRUW·VILYHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV<HWWRXVDW
AEP, it is one of the most important for our work. Yes, we need to widen the focus of evidence gathering to
include more and better research that documents the contribution that learning in and through the arts makes
WRDGGUHVVLQJVRPHRIHGXFDWLRQ·VELJJHVWFKDOOHQJHV² problems such as reducing dropout rates and
increasing rates of high school graduation, college going and college completion. But we also need a ´RQHVWRSVKRSµZKHUHDFFHVVWRWKDWUHVHDUFKDQGRWKHUKLJKTXDOLW\VWXGLHVLVUHDGLO\DYDLODEOHLQDIRUPWKDWLV
useful to us and to the public. To address that need, AEP will launch later this year ArtsEdSearch, a
comprehensive online clearinghouse of arts education research and policy. Fulfilling a vision for arts education
research in the 21st century, ArtsEdSearch will provide user-friendly summaries of key research findings, point
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to areas where additional research is needed, and identify strategic policy implications based on the existing
research.
7KHVHILYH´SRLQWVRIDJUHHPHQWµUHSUHVHQWMXVWDIHZDUHDVRIFRQVHQVXVWKDWFDQEHGUDZQIURPWKH3&$+
report. What are some other points of agreement in the report that we can use to leverage the public
conversation about arts education?  
  

Page 97

