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· The National School Boards Association salutes the Arts Education Partnership for researching and publishing a truly important work that has great potential for America’s schools and the students they serve.

· Over the years, research has shown that students engaged in multi-arts programs show greater cognitive capacities and motivation to learn, In particular, there is much evidence about the transfer of learning from arts education programs to cognitive abilities.  For example, young students who receive instruction in visual art show a greater reading readiness; and students who receive music listening instruction show greater spatial reasoning, and improved writing abilities.  And now, Third Space, joins the collection of literature that points to more examples of where arts education can result in improved school performance, particularly among economically disadvantaged children.

· Many school boards across the country are faced with an unfortunate conflict – they are sometimes forced to make cuts in arts education programs for the sake of programs more explicitly linked to higher test scores. Third Space challenges that rationale and demonstrates its shortsightedness.

· School board members, as the leaders charged with creating the overall vision for their school districts, should take this opportunity to reflect on the balance of academics and arts offered to their students and make sure that their decisions about priorities are not driven solely by test scores.

· One of the ways that school board members can sort out priorities around this issue is to collaborate with their students, parents, and communities to discuss what students should be able to know and do by the time they graduate.  And then they should provide both the policy basis and the resources to create programs to meet the goals and needs of the community.  This book makes a wonderful case to ensure that arts education is a critical component of that core knowledge, especially in communities that have significant numbers of children in poverty.  
· The arts aren’t just a “great idea.” They are essential to helping students become successful, contributing, and thoughtful members of a changing global society.

