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While Nina Rees had planned to perform a solo on behalf of the Department this morning, she has asked us to offer a duet instead as Edith and I provide you with the Assistant Deputy Secretary’s remarks about Third Space.  I’d like to begin by congratulating Dick Deasy and Lauren Stevenson as well as the researchers involved in this project. 

On a personal note, having been involved with the Partnership since its beginning in 1995, it occurs to me that this new report is not only important for its own value and the impact it will have on the field, but the fact that it joins an impressive list of past research reports by the Partnership, all of which have made significant contributions to what we know about the role of the arts in both the education and lives of America’s children and youth. 

You’ve heard of some connections that a number of the case study schools have to the grant programs of the Department’s Office of Innovation and Improvement.  Some of the schools have connections as well to other areas of support from the Department of Education that are worth noting.   Several of the schools have received support directly from the Magnet Schools Assistance, Comprehensive School Reform, and GEAR UP programs, and others indirectly from the 21st Century Community Learning Centers support to the State Departments of Education.

Another connection I’m particularly pleased to note is with the Department’s Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative.  Since coming to the Department of Education in May of 2004, as a special assistant on teacher quality and arts education, I’ve been pleased to be involved in this initiative that features summer workshops nationwide and e-learning opportunities on our Web site.  In the summer of 2004, the arts were included, along with math, reading, and science, in the Department’s Research-to-Practice Summit.  This summer, the Opening Minds Through the Arts model in Tucson, and the arts integration strategies it has developed at Howell Elementary, was featured in the series of six regional workshops that served more than 2,000 teachers and administrators.  

Finally, there’s the connection of the arts to No Child Left Behind.  Nina Rees had planned to conclude her remarks this morning by observing that Third Space reminds us  – vividly and compellingly – why the arts are a “core academic subject” in the No Child Left Behind Act. It also provides us with insight concerning how arts education increases student engagement, invigorates teaching, and fosters community and parent involvement.  Most importantly, the report shows us how the cultures of schools can be transformed into exciting learning environments characterized by high expectations for student achievement, a spirit of creativity, and a strong sense of community among students, teachers, and parents.

