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Good morning—


I’d like to congratulate Dick, Lauren and the other individuals who worked tirelessly on this publication, Third Space – When Learning Matters.  It’s an important publication for various reasons, but there are two that are particularly important for me.  First, Third Space describes how and why the arts helped ten schools, serving a high percentage of economically disadvantaged students in urban and rural areas, to succeed where others have failed.  These findings can be extremely useful to all schools and school districts throughout the country but even more so for schools with similar demographics.  Second, the book is important because it serves as a stepping stone for our work with the Arts in Education program.  Ironically, five of the ten schools featured in the case studies applied for and received awards through the competitive grant process for the Arts in Education program.  One received funding under the Cultural Partnerships for At Risk Children and Youth program; the other four won a grant under the Arts in Education Models Development and Dissemination (Arts Models) program.  

I want to speak briefly about the Arts Models program.  The purpose of this program is to:  strengthen standards-based arts instruction in the elementary and middle grades; identify effective ways to integrate the arts with other core subjects; and evaluate the effects on student learning.

Funds for the Arts Models program were first appropriated in 2001. Since that time, we have made approximately 66 awards. During the past couple of years we have worked hard to improve the program and strengthen our application criteria to ensure that projects with the most promise are funded.  I believe that it is important that we also disseminate information on these projects so that others can learn from them. To this end, we have strengthened the evaluation component of the application criteria by adding a priority to encourage applicants to plan for a rigorous evaluation.  In addition, applicants are required to disseminate information on their projects to the field.  At the Department we plan to disseminate information on funded projects in several ways including the release of two reports.  The first report, to be released in late 2006, will be a compendium of information on 2001, 2002, and 2003 projects.  This will include a profile of projects from the Professional Development for Arts Educator program as well as the Arts Models program.  The second report, to be disseminated in 2007, will report on evaluation findings from a number of our Arts Models projects.  As you know, we are in the early stages of our evaluation; however, preliminary findings appear to parallel the results reported in Third Space.  Needless to say, we look forward to disseminating these reports to you within the near future.

Now, I like to take a moment to introduce you to the Arts in Education program staff.  Diane Austin is the program manager for the Arts Models program and also supervises the development of the two reports I just mentioned.  Tyra Stewart is a program officer and works with Diane.  Tyra was hired about 1 ½ years ago under our outstanding scholars program and we are happy to have her with us.  Carol Sue Fromboluti wears several hats.  She is program manager for the Cultural Partnerships for At-Risk Children and Youth program; program manager for the Professional Development for Arts Educators program; and served as project monitor for the grant that partially funded Third Space.

Again, we are elated about the release of Third Space and we look forward to continuing our work with AEP and other colleagues to further quality arts education programs.

Thank you.

