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The National Endowment for the Arts is proud to take part in the release of new research documenting the crucial difference the arts make in the intellectual, social, and emotional development of our children.

The sixty-two studies analyzed in Critical Links offer a valuable guide for school boards, community groups, and parents who must make important decisions about their children’s education.  The research in this compendium also yields insights into questions about arts teaching and learning.

Those of us who were introduced to the arts in school know the value they bring to our lives.  I learned to play the violin in a public elementary school in Lynbrook, New York, and I have continued playing with chamber groups and community orchestras wherever I have lived and worked.  Playing music has enriched my life and given me great joy, but anecdotes—and stories—about our own experiences aren’t enough.  We want evidence and proof of the powerful effects the arts can have on young people.  

Today, Critical Links adds to our understanding about how and why the arts transform lives.  Perhaps that role was summed up in an impassioned speech Pablo Casals once gave about children and learning: 

“What do we teach our children in school?” he asked.  “We teach them that two and two make four and that Paris is the capital of France.  When will we also teach them who they are?  We should say to each of them…you are a marvel…in all the world there is no other child exactly like you…You may become a Shakespeare, a Michelangelo, a Beethoven.  You have the capacity for anything….”

As a musician, Pablo Casals knew that learning about and experiencing music, theater, dance, and painting instill a sense of discipline, an appreciation for excellence, and a joy of accomplishment.  He understood that the arts light a fire in our hearts and give wings to our imagination.

At the Arts Endowment, we are committed to acquainting America’s children with the best of our artistic heritage and equipping them with the artistic knowledge and skills to be creative citizens and fulfilled human beings.  

President Bush has requested $11 million for the National Endowment for the Arts to support arts education projects.  With this funding, the Endowment’s Arts Learning Initiative will support programs that provide hands-on instruction and opportunities for children to experience the best of music, literature, painting, dance, and theater.  The Endowment’s arts learning program will also continue to support grant applications for research and development projects.

We are eager for more research.  We want to learn more about how we can best convey to our children the knowledge and skills required to create, perform, and respond to the arts.  At the same time, we need to know more about how the arts help to develop other capacities of our children, such as language, reading, and spatial reasoning.

The Department of Education and the National Endowment for the Arts funded this study.  We urge private sector organizations to join us in similar endeavors that support further research.  Help us confirm the important findings in Critical Links about the role of the arts in education.
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