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In 1997 the Research Task Force of the Arts Education Partnership in its report, Priorities for Arts Education Research, recommended that the federal government support periodic compendia of recent arts education research of importance to researchers, practitioners and policy makers. (The Task Force praised the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Education (USED), for commissioning the first such compendium, published in 1995 as Schools, Communities and the Arts.)

In response to the Task Force recommendation, the NEA and USED in 1999 provided grant support to the Arts Education Partnership to commission and manage the development of a second compendium, Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development, which is being released May 16, 2002.

Compendia gather studies typically only available in individual publications, many of which may not have gotten wide circulation. Grouping and comparing studies can suggest fruitful lines of inquiry and practice more strongly than an individual study.  Interpretive essays explore the implications of the collected studies for future research and for curriculum development and instruction.

The new Compendium reviews 62 studies of arts learning in dance, drama, music, visual arts, and multi-arts.  Five interpretive essays examine the implications of the body of studies in each of these areas. An overview essay explores the issue of the transfer of learning from the arts to other academic and social outcomes.

Critical Links for the first time brings together a group of studies focused on understanding the cognitive capacities used and developed in learning and practicing the arts and the relationship of these capacities to a students’ academic performance as well as to their social interactions and development.  

The Compendium studies also explore achievement motivations - the attitudes and dispositions toward learning involved in learning and practicing the arts - and the relationship of these motivations to academic performance and social development.

Exploring the arts as forms of cognition – ways of acquiring and expressing knowledge – places arts education firmly within the national discussion of how schools can best help every child reach the levels of achievement needed for academic and social success.

The Arts Education Partnership in 1999 through a competitive process commissioned 

Dr. James S. Catterall of the Imagination Group at UCLA, Dr. Lois Hetland of Harvard’s Project Zero and Dr. Ellen Winner of Harvard’s Project Zero and the Psychology Department of Boston College to assist in the preparation of the Compendium.

These three researchers conducted an extensive examination of arts education research to select the 62 studies that are analyzed in the Compendium. In selecting the studies, these lead researchers used the following criteria:

Quantitative studies:
· Use reliable and valid empirical data and a sound research design – typically enlisting a control group or providing controls through quasi-experimental modeling.

· Data analyses support conclusions drawn.

Qualitative studies:
· Use rigorous methods and present suggestions aligned with a body of established research.
· Generate hypotheses about the transfer of arts learning to academic or social outcomes.
· Suggest promising framework(s) or question(s) for future research.
Studies relying on anecdotal reports of student learning are not included (e.g., “teachers reported that students improved academically as a result of this program”).

Each selected study is summarized in the Compendium by Catterall, Hetland, Winner or another member of the Critical Links’ team of researchers.  In addition to the basic summary, a discussion of the methods and results of each study, two different researchers each provide comment on the contribution of a study to the field of arts education research and practice, and on its implications, strengths and weaknesses. 
Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development is published by the Arts Education Partnership and is available in print and in a PDF format on the AEP web site at www.aep-arts.org.  Printed copies can be ordered from the Council of Chief State School Officers at  202.336.7016.
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