Resources for

Teacher Education and Professional Development in the Arts

Federal Funding and Guidance

No Subject Left Behind

This online document serves as a guide for state and local arts and education leaders to learn more about the federal "No Child Left Behind Act” education legislation and the multiple opportunities for arts education. It provides a brief overview of the legislation and specific programs as well as links for additional information. It is a work in progress and is updated periodically.  The document is available only on the web though multiple web sites including the Arts Education Partnership (in the “What’s New” Section at www.aep-arts.org) as well as the American Symphony Orchestra League (www.symphony.org) and others.  The document is a collaborative effort of the numerous organizations.  Look for updates on the AEP web site.

Title II Arts Education Opportunities 

Prepared by John Flohr, an AEP faculty fellow from Texas Women’s University, this one-page summary provides essential details about the requirements in Title II and the funding that is available for professional development and other teacher improvement initiatives.  It also offers suggested actions that arts educators and partnerships can take to secure funding for arts education within Title II.  This summary will be made available as an update to the “No Subject Left Behind” guide posted on the AEP web site.

Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants Program -- Partnership Grants

(Federal Register: April 21, 2003 [CFDA#s 84.336B & 84.336D])

This program provides grants to promote improvements in the quality of new teachers, with the ultimate goal of increasing student achievement in the nation's K-12 classrooms.  Partnership grants are designed to promote significant improvements in teacher education by strengthening the vital role of K-12 educators in the design & implementation of effective teacher education programs, & by increasing collaboration among these educators & institutions of higher education, & departments of arts & sciences. 

Eligible Applicants include partnerships that include, at a minimum:  

1. An institution of higher education with an eligible teacher preparation program;  

2. A school of arts & sciences; and  

3. A high-need local educational agency (LEA).  

A partnership may include additional entities, as defined in the Higher Education Act of

1965, as amended (HEA), Title II, part A, section 203(b).  Terms 2 & 3 are defined in section 201 of the HEA & in the application package.  Applications are available April 30, 2003.

Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: June 2, 2003, for pre-applications; August 8, 2003, for full applications.  Available Funds: $4,234,000.

Estimated Range of Awards: $750,000-$1,250,000 per year.

Estimated Average Size of Awards: $1.058 million per year.

Additional Information: Applicable regulations, priority, special funding considerations, & other information are available in the Federal Register notice.  Additional information is available online at:

http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/announcements/2003-2/042103b.html 
E-Grants

The E-Grants Program Management Office, which manages the Presidential Initiative for E-Grants, has released a new website called GRANTS.GOV. This site will be the electronic storefront for federal grants including those available in the arts, education, and many other related fields.  In early 2003, grants.gov will feature links to find federal financial assistance.  In October 2003 it will feature E-Apply to submit applications.  Available at www.grants.gov 


Other Funding

The NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education (NFIE) offers certain grants on an ongoing, year-round basis. Over 300 small grants of $1,000 to $3,000 are awarded each year to fund classroom innovations or professional development for improved practice in public schools and higher education institutions.  For more information, visit www.nfie.org 

Upcoming Events

INTASC Academy 

July 14-18, 2003, Alverno College in Milwaukee, WI

(Registration deadline: June 18, 2003)

The INTASC Academy is a four-day program designed for K-12 teachers and teacher educators who are interested in improving pre-service and beginning teacher induction through a standards-based approach. Experienced academy facilitators provide participants with ideas and strategies to improve teacher preparation, strategies for assessing beginning teachers through the use of portfolios, and techniques to support beginning teachers and improve their classroom instruction.  For more information, visit http://www.ccsso.org/intasc.html 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards National Conference

November 13-16, 2003, Washington, DC

(Deadlines for submitting proposals: June 1, 2003)

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) will be hosting its National Conference in Washington, D.C. at the Washington Hilton and Towers.  Focused on Leading Change: A Shared Commitment to Student Learning, this conference is a chance for teachers, administrators, policymakers and other education stakeholders to come together and share strategies for improving student learning through quality teaching.  The conference will feature general assemblies, interactive panel discussions and specific breakout sessions.  If you or someone in your organization would like to facilitate a session or attend the conference as a participant, the National Board invites you to respond to our call for proposals posted on our website along with general conference registration information.  Look for information at:  http://www.nbpts.org/events/2003NBPTSmeeting.cfm#5 

Building Music Learning Communities Through Innovative Partnerships

Atlanta, GA, June 18-20, 2003

Held in conjunction with Georgia State University's Music Education Leadership Institute, the conference is sponsored by the Center for Educational Partnerships in Music at Georgia State, and the Music-In-Education National Consortium of the New England Conservatory of Music, Georgia State University, Northwestern University, Mannes College of Music, Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE), The Metropolitan Opera Guild, & Kenan Institute for the Arts.  Presenters and attendees will discuss energizing music education through partnerships among schools, universities and arts organizations.  For more information, send an email to dbeauchesne@gsu.edu or visit http://www.cmp.music.gsu.edu/meli.htm
Arts Education Partnership Meeting: What Practitioners Learn from Research and Evaluation

June 23, 2003, Washington, DC

(Registration deadline: June 9, 2003) 
Held at the National Education Association, this meeting will begin with an overview of the findings in recent large-scale evaluations of the arts and school reform including several partnerships that have participated in the two National Forums on Partnerships Improving Teaching of the Arts.  A series of small group discussions will take place focused on levels on designing and implementing evaluation efforts.  An announcement and reply form is available from the AEP web site at www.aep-arts.org 
Resources

TEACHING ARTISTS

Teaching Artist Journal

Teaching Artists – Professionals with skills in both teaching and the arts, who have developed distinctive practices from a combination of the two.  With estimated numbers of over 14,000 across the country, and over 500 organizations depending on their skills, Teaching Artists are a crucial resources to arts-in-education programs and to the future of the arts in general.  The Teaching Artist Journal (TAJ) provides a meeting place, an authoritative, timely, ongoing professional development resource to advance the field.  Published by Lawrence Erlbaum Associates (a leading education publisher) the inaugural issue was printed in early 2003.  Individual and institutional subscriptions are available in print copies and on the internet, ranging from $30 for individuals to $135-$150 for institutions.  You can also submit articles and inquiries to Eric Booth, Editor and the address below.  For more information contact: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Journal Subscription Department, 10 Industrial Avenue, Mahwah, NJ 07430-2262, phone: 1-800-926-6579, email: journals@erlbaum.com, or subscribe by visiting the “Journals” section of the web site at www.erlbaum.com
ARTS INTEGRATION

Renaissance in the Classroom

Edited by Gail Burnaford, Arnold Aprill and Cynthia Weiss.  This book invites readers to consider the possibilities for learning and growth when artists and arts educators come into a classroom and work with teachers to engage students in drama, dance, visual arts, music, and media arts.  It is a nuts-and-bolts guide to arts integration across the curriculum in grades K-12, describing how students, teachers and artists get started with arts integration, work through classroom curriculum involving the arts, and go beyond the typical “unit” to engage in the arts throughout the school year.  The framework is based on six years of arts integration in the Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE.)    To order, contact: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc., 10 Industrial Avenue, Mahwah, NJ 07430-2262, by phone: 201/236-9500, Fax 201/760-3735, email to: orders@erlbaum.com or call toll free to order: 1-800-926-6579

Authentic Connections: Interdisciplinary Work in the Arts

This document was developed by an interdisciplinary committee of the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations (which includes the American Alliance For Theatre & Education, MENC: The National Association for Music Education, the National Art Education Association, and the National Dance Education Organization.)   The purpose of this document is to assist and support educators in interdisciplinary work and to clarify how the arts can be taught with integrity through the interdisciplinary content standards. It has been prepared for teachers in all disciplines, teaching artists, administrators, teacher educators at the college level, and parents.  Available on the MENC web site at http://www.menc.org/publication/books/INTERart.pdf 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHOOLS

Resources on Professional Development Schools: An Annotated Bibliography and Resource Guide, Third Edition.  Compiled by Ismat Abdal-Haqq.

This reference contains more than 150 informative annotations and abstracts of recent journal articles, conference papers, research reports, books, Web sites, and other print and online resources on professional development schools.  80 pp., ISBN: 0-89333-188-0 / 2001.  Available from the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education for $18 plus shipping.  For ordering information, visit www.aacte.org 

The Educational Resources Information Clearinghouse (ERIC) web site also contains useful information and links to resources on Professional Development Schools - http://www.ericsp.org/pages/become/ProDev.html 

PARTNERSHIPS

Learning Partnerships: Improving Learning in Schools with Arts Partners in the Community.  Written by Craig Dreeszen, Arnold Aprill, and Richard Deasy. 
Offers guidance to community leaders from the arts, education, business, civic and government sectors who seek to combine their talents and resources in partnership to address the arts and arts education needs of the young people of their community.  The guide draws on and summarizes the knowledge and experience of a great many leaders throughout the country who have found partnerships an effective and productive approach to addressing their communities’ needs.  It includes a series of questions to be addressed at each stage of development of successful arts education partnerships.  Hard copies are available for $1 per copy.  Copies may be ordered and/or downloaded from the Arts Education Partnership web site at www.aep-arts.org 

Learning Partnerships: Online help for Community Arts and Education Collaborations.
This tool provides online help for arts and education collaborations. There are four main sections in addition to a set of suggested resources. You may move through them sequentially or skip right to the section you need most.  All are designed to encourage sound collaborations between community arts organizations and schools to integrate arts into education. The Arts Extension Service's free workshops and step-by-step workbooks to help plan and evaluate community arts and education partnerships.  Available online at http://www.umass.edu/aes/learningpartners/index.html 

For the Greater Good: Frameworks for Advancing State Arts Education Partnerships

Released in March 2003, this National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) report documents what was learned during a November 2001 workshop that brought together leaders from state-level arts education support networks in Florida, Hawaii, Mississippi, Ohio and South Carolina. These leaders, representing state arts agencies, state alliances for arts education and state departments of education, assessed, shared and analyzed their successes and challenges so that other states interested in advancing their own arts education relationships could have a road map.  Posted on the NASAA web site, there are also links to profiles of each of the five state partnerships.  This and other resources are available at http://nasaa-arts.org/nasaanews/al_partners.htm 

PUBLIC OPINION REPORTS

Focus on Quality: Californians’ Views on Teachers and Teaching

Improving education is the top priority for Californians and three-quarters of Californians say that the state should spend more on education than it does now, according to our most recent public opinion survey. The survey provides new information about the policy priorities of Californians, their attitudes about spending on education, and their opinions about key issues such as teacher qualifications. Identifying education as the top issue, the survey also ranks steps the state should take to improve its system of public education.
To download and print a copy of the full report or summary, visit http://www.cftl.org/whatsnew.html 

Higher Education Issue Guide

This new online guide from Public Agenda provides journalists, policy makers, educators, and consumers easy access to the latest facts, figures and analysis on the major debates on higher education today.  The guide provides unbiased analysis of the major debates, along with public opinion polling data and key facts and figures.  Available exclusively from the Public Agenda web site at http://www.publicagenda.org/issues/frontdoor.cfm?issue_type=higher_education 

NATIONAL ARTS EDUCATION STATISTICS

Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools: 1999-2000

This report provides national data on arts education in public elementary and secondary schools during 1999–2000.  Five surveys were employed in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the state of arts education. The first two surveys captured information from elementary and secondary school principals on a wide variety of topics related to how the arts were delivered in the nation’s regular public schools.  As a complement to the elementary school survey, the elementary school music specialist, visual arts specialist, and self-contained classroom teacher surveys provided data on a broad range of topics regarding how the arts were taught in the nation’s public elementary schools.  Below are some findings from the report:

· A general trend in the data reveals a gap between the commitment to music versus dance, theater, etc. For example, with regard to course offerings, 94% of elementary schools offer music, 87% offer visual arts, while less than one-fifth offer dance or theater (20% and 19%, respectively). In secondary schools, more than 90% of schools offer music or art, while 14% offer dance and 48% offer theater.

· In secondary schools, most schools that offered music, visual arts, dance, and drama / theater employed full-time specialists (91%, 94%, 77%, and 84%, respectively). However, in elementary settings, the numbers decline. Seventy-two percent of schools offering music and 55% offering visual arts instruction employ full-time specialists, with dance and theater falling even further behind (24% and 16%, respectively).
· Similarly, with regard to resources, in secondary schools, 91 percent offering music instruction have dedicated music rooms with special equipment, while in elementary the figure is only 67%.
· After School Programs: The good news is that in 1998-99 51% of elementary schools offered programs that included the arts. The not so good news is the uneven availability of the programs by region. A caution – after-school programs in the arts should not replace core-subject instruction and resources during the school day.
· Another key statistic from the report revealed that 72% of principals think arts is essential, but only 40% of teachers and parents think that is important.
The report is available for downloading in PDF format from the NCES web site.  Look for it at http://nces.ed.gov/  (use NCES # 2002131 to search, or check recent releases.)  You may order a single copy at no cost, using the order number and the exact title, by calling 1-877-4-ED-PUBS, or mailing a request to ED Pubs, P.O. Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398.

GLOSSARY OF EDUCATION TERMS

A number of accessible glossaries exist on the internet that contain definitions and explanations of commonly used terms in education.  Here are a few:

Education Week provides a glossary of terms with short explanations such as accreditation, assessment, in-service training, teacher certification, and teacher licensure.

http://www.edweek.org/context/glossary/
The North Central Regional Educational  Laboratory (NCREL) provides an easy to use glossary that contains definitions and commonly known acronyms.  Many of these terms are research, evaluation and assessment related.

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/misc/glossary.htm
The US Department of Education provides a glossary of terms related to the No Child Left Behind Act including terms such as adequate yearly progress, alternative certification, and teacher quality.

http://www.nclb.gov/start/glossary/
The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) provides an online glossary of terms related to teacher education, certification, and accreditation.  

http://www.ncate.org/search/glossary.htm
Articles

 What’s Wrong with Teacher Certification?, by Arthur E. Wise, Education Week article from April 9, 2003 issue.

Current teacher licensing or teacher certification does not do what it is intended to do, says Arthur E. Wise. He argues for a new set of licensing standards.  This and other related articles are available online (registration required) at www.edweek.org 

Research-Based Characteristics of High Quality Teacher Preparation

February 19, 2003,  Volume 1, Number 4.  Research Brief from the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD).

This volume of ASCD’s Research Brief answers the question: What does the research base tell us about the characteristics of high quality teacher preparation?  The 3-page article contains a review of recent research related to teacher preparation, and a list of related readings and websites.  ASCD’s Research Brief is a Web-based publication designed to offer field-based practitioners and policymakers focused summaries of original, interdisciplinary, high-quality research.  Every two weeks, Research Brief presents an overview of a recent study including the research questions, data sources, and findings as well as implications for practitioners and policymakers.  Each issue also looks at the broader context of related research and includes links to a wealth of research resources and tools.  A panel of nationally renowned scholars and practitioners oversees the production and helps to ensure the quality of studies reviewed.  Other recent topics include: Teaching Out-of-Field: An Overlooked Factor in Underqualified Teaching (3/5/03), and The Cost of Teacher Turnover (4/15/03).  Available from www.ascd.org 
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