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                AGENDA

Sunday, September 10, 2006
1:30 PM – 4:30 PM









1:30 PM
Welcome and Overview


Dick Deasy, Director, Arts Education Partnership



Terrence Jones, President, Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts


1:45

New Views of the Nature of Expertise
John Bransford, Director, Center for Learning in Informal and Formal Environments (LIFE) and


Professor of Education and Psychology at the University of Washington

2:45 

Break (attendees move to the breakout rooms)
3:00

Breakout Discussions begin
4:30

Adjourn

5:00‑6:30 PM 
Reception
Monday, September 11, 2006
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

8:00 AM 
Continental Breakfast

8:45
Overview of the day


Dick Deasy, Director, Arts Education Partnership

9:00 

What Counts as Evidence for Policy and Decision Makers?


Moderator: Gerald Sroufe, Staff Director, Government Relations Program at the AERA
Susan Bodilly, Acting Director, RAND Education, RAND Corporation
Cyrus Driver, Deputy Director, Ford Foundation

Rebecca Herman, Principal Research Scientist, American Institutes for Research

Joseph Villani, Deputy Executive Director, National School Boards Association
10:15
Break (attendees move to the breakout rooms)
10:30

Breakout Discussions begin
12:00 PM         Lunch
1:30 
History of Arts Education: Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the National Endowment for the Arts
Sarah Cunningham, Director, Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts
2:10

Washington Watch: Appropriations

3:00 

What’s Next for AEP: Unveiling of the 2007-2009 Strategic Plan



Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies

4:00

Adjourn

Using Technology for Professional Development – Case Study for Young Audiences

The Arts for Learning National Research Study on the Arts & Technology was a randomized comparison study involving over 200 teachers in Chicago, Tucson and Miami who participated in Arts for Learning (A4L) professional development during the 2005 school year. This three-year study was conducted by researchers from the University of Washington, led by Dr. John Bransford and Dr. Helen Bateman. Its goal was to evaluate the effectiveness of the Arts for Learning (A4L) Web site, developed by Young Audiences Inc. as a professional development resource for teachers and artists to provide access to model programs, classroom activities, lesson plans, and discussion groups. Researchers examined the use of these advanced technologies of the Internet as a tool for enhancing teaching and learning in and through the arts, and specifically for facilitating: 

· professional development for classroom and arts teachers; 

· collaboration and community among teachers; and 

· development of curriculum for the classroom. 

Discussion Facilitators:

· Dr. Helen Bateman, University of the South

· Dr. John Bransford, University of Washington

· Dr. Janis Norman, Young Audiences, Inc.

From Anecdote to Evidence: Assessing the Status and Condition of Arts Education at the State Level
Without solid evidence about the status and condition of arts education in the nation’s public schools, it is difficult to make a convincing case for the arts. This session will draw from the experiences of five states—Illinois, Kentucky, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Washington—as the basis for a discussion of various approaches and methodologies for conducting statewide arts education research. The discussion will focus on the different phases of state level research projects, including developing a clear purpose and plan, disseminating and analyzing surveys of schools and districts, and using research results to influence arts education policy, practice and public opinion.

Discussion Facilitators:

· Sherilyn Brown, Rhode Island State Council on the Arts

· Sandra Ruppert, Arts Education Partnership

· Dale Schmid, New Jersey State Department of Education


Evaluation and Assessment in NEA Arts Education Initiatives
The NEA will discuss the evaluation and assessment taking place in NEA Teacher Institutes and NEA Summer Schools in the Arts. While Teacher Institutes rely on embedding assessment into designing new curricula, Summer Schools in the Arts use rubrics to assess student learning. Discussion facilitators will present their work and reflect on lessons learned.
Discussion Facilitators:

· Sarah Cunningham, National Endowment for the Arts

· Beverly Farr, Rockman, et al

· Sharon Herpin, WestEd

· Treseen McCormick, WestEd

Evaluating Arts Education Model Development Dissemination (AEMDD) programs

Branch Associates will discuss evaluation design issues and their observations of the efforts by past and current AEMDD grantees in gathering data. They will also discuss how AEMDD project grantees have and are using evidence to alter the shape of their programs for greater impact.

Discussion Facilitators:

· Virginia Smith, Branch Associates, Inc.

· Cynthia L. Sipe, Branch Associates, Inc.

· Lara Pruit, Beacon: Arts Impacting Achievement (AIA)

· Cynthia Gerhie, Video Documentation Partnership

· Tyra Stewart, U.S. Department of Education



Alternative Assessments: Project Directors' Viewpoint

This panel will address how Arts in Education Model Development and Demonstration project grantees have and are using evidence to alter the shape of their programs for greater impact. The panel consists of project directors who have effectively used alternative assessments to measure project success and how that information has informed implementation. 

Discussion Facilitators:
· Diane Austin, U.S. Department of Education (Sunday)

· Claire Geddes, U.S. Department of Education (Monday)

· Diane Chandler, Chicago Public Schools 

· Kathy Glennon, The National Museum of Women in the Arts

· Melissa Fein, Measuring Merit, Psychometric and Evaluation Consulting

· Rebecca Herz, Guggenheim Museum

· Stephanie Downey, Randi Korn & Associates, Inc.



Delivering Professional Development to Arts Educators: What We Have Learned

The Professional Development for Arts Educators program has been operating since 2003 and grantees are learning about how to deliver effective professional development to arts educators and other instructional staff. This session will feature several grantees from both the 2003 and 2005 cohorts who have experience working with teachers in high poverty schools.
Discussion Facilitators:

· Carol Sue Fromboluti, U.S. Department of Education (Sunday)

· Mario Rossero, Chicago Public Schools

· Maria Palma, New York City BOE Region 7 

· Joanna Hefferen, ArtsConnection

· Byron Richard, Perpich Center for the Arts

· Barry Applewhite, Milwaukee Public Schools 



Indicators of Success

This panel will discuss indicators, other than student achievement, that can be used to gather evidence about the effectiveness of arts learning, including indicators of increased engagement, student motivation, teacher retention, and how these factors are likely to increase achievement. Evaluators on the panel will discuss information drawn from their work with both the Department of Education’s arts-in-education programs and their other work.
Discussion Facilitators:

· Rob Horowitz, Teachers College

· Larry Scripp, New England Conservatory of Music

· Gail Burnaford, Florida Atlantic University

How do you spell SCASS?

You are invited to meet with members of SCASS Arts, a national consortium of state-level arts education professionals involved in developing arts assessments at the classroom, district and state levels.

· Hear about current projects underway in New Jersey, Phoenix and Los Angeles. 

· Learn how assessment impacts teacher and student development learning, and how teacher and student learning influences assessment.

· Share your ideas on classroom-based arts assessment with colleagues from around the country.

Discussion Facilitators:

· Lynn Tuttle, Arizona Department of Education

· Marcia McCaffrey, New Hampshire Department of Education

Wolf Trap Institute for Learning Through Arts

Evaluators and staff from Regional Programs affiliated with the Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning Through Arts will present program descriptions, evaluations and findings related to classroom residencies and professional development for teachers in early childhood settings. Discussion will include the evaluation of Fairfax Pages (funded by US Department of Education), a quasi-experimental child comparison group design used to measure early literacy skills of pre-K children (Wolf Trap Foundation); a teacher impact study (New Jersey); and a scientific evaluation design for a US Department of Education Model Development and Dissemination Grant program that includes pre-post intervention data collection with measures focusing on language development, the understanding of emotional expression (non-verbal communication), academic transfer and achievement in drama (Georgia Wolf Trap).

Discussion Facilitators:

· Donna Bost-White, New Jersey Performing Arts Center

· Akua Femi Kouyate, Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts

· Mimi Flaherty, Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts

· Carol T. Jones, Alliance Theatre

· Douglas Klayman, Social Dynamics, LLC

· Ann Cale Kruger, Georgia State University



The Maryland Fine Arts Education Program:  Policies, Standards, & Accountability

This presentation focuses on the policies, processes, and products that are enabling development of fine arts assessment in Maryland. Two important program resources developed to support the program will be highlighted: the online Instructional Tool Kit and the Professional Development Resource Tool.

Discussion Facilitators:

· Sandra Rieder, Westat

· James L. Tucker, Jr., Maryland State Department of Education







