Report of the Arts Education Partnership’s National Forum: Critical Issues in Arts Education: Partnering with Philanthropy 

The Arts Education Partnership held its most recent national forum on the theme of Critical Issues in Arts Education: Partnering with Philanthropy on Sunday and Monday, January 30-31, 2005 in Los Angeles, CA. The forum was held at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion of the Music Center: Performing Arts Center of Los Angeles County.

Representatives from 30 states and the District of Columbia were in attendance. A special thanks to the Music Center’s Education Department, Vice President for Education Mark Slavkin, and the Music Center’s Education staff for their assistance and cooperation. Additional thanks to Grantmakers In The Arts, especially GIA Board President Sarah Solotaroff and Vice President Jeanne Butler, for their efforts in working with the philanthropic community before and during the forum. The Partnership also wishes to thank the staff of Inner-City Arts for welcoming AEP forum attendees during a Sunday evening reception and for providing demonstrations of their arts education programs.

Sunday, January 30, 2005
Opening Plenary Session: The State of Arts Education in Los Angeles: Perspectives from Partners
Partnership attendees were given an opportunity to hear about some of the recent promising efforts that are having an impact on systemic arts education in Los Angeles schools. A panel representing Los Angeles leaders in arts, education and philanthropy responded to questions posed by Dick Deasy, director of the Arts Education Partnership. The panel included:

Michael Balaoing, Esq., vice president of programs, Entertainment Industry Foundation
Richard Burrows, director of arts education, Los Angeles Unified School District
Dr. James Morris, assistant superintendent, Instructional Support Services, Los Angeles Unified School District
Mark Slavkin, vice president for education, Music Center: Performing Arts Center of Los Angeles County
The panel addressed a range of issues including the demographics of the district and county, the development of a comprehensive plan for arts education, the creation of community coalitions for advocacy purposes, and a funding network to support the implementation of the plan. A transcript of the discussion is provided in MS Word. (http://www.aep-arts.org/0105%20LA%20Transcript.doc)

Breakout Sessions: Critical Issues in Arts Education

Nine different concurrent discussions took place on Sunday afternoon and on Monday morning. Some topics were repeated on both days while others were held on one day only. Facilitators with expertise on each topic led the discussions. Some sessions were presentations followed by discussion, while others were discussion format only. Follow this link (http://www.aep-arts.org/0105%20Breakout%20session%20descriptions.doc) to see descriptions of the sessions as well as names of the discussion leaders. 

The following topics were discussed in small group sessions:

· Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination federal grants: What are the evaluation models that are being used, and what is being learned?

· National Endowment for the Arts model for professional development: The Anchor Work approach. 

· Arts Integration: An examination of standards and quality. 

· How can the arts change schools? 

· Programs in the arts during out of school time: Links to learning during the school day. 

· Successful strategies for advocating arts education at the state level. 

· Critical Links: A Professional Inquiry Process 

· A continuing conversation with Los Angeles arts education leaders.

Rich Burrows, director of arts education for LA Unified School District provided details on the implementation of the district’s ten-year plan for arts education. (read the LA report, "Arts for All")

· When is research and evaluation “scientific”? 

· “Gifts of the Muse”: Highlights from a new RAND study on the benefits of study of the arts, commissioned by The Wallace Foundation. 

· Engaging higher education in arts partnerships.

Monday, January 31, 2005

Plenary Panel: Washington Watch: An Update on Federal Arts and Education Legislation

Dr. Susan Sclafani, assistant secretary for vocational and adult education and counselor to the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education, reported that the new Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings, was sworn into office the day before, on January 30th. Sclafani alerted attendees to the January 26, 2005 edition of Education Week which featured a commentary supporting arts education written by former U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige and Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee, current chairman of the Education Commission of the States (ECS). Huckabee and Paige wrote about arts education activities within the Department of Education and about the two-year arts in education initiative Huckabee is leading at ECS. For more information, visit www.edweek.org. Sclafani also referred to numerous timely opportunities including the January 13 Federal Register that highlighted two federally funded arts education competitive grants programs seeking comment (the deadline was February 14th). In addition, these two programs, the Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Program as well as the Professional Development for Arts Educators Program, are currently seeking peer reviewers. (If interested in serving as a peer reviewer for either program, send an email to artsdemo@ed.gov for Dissemination grants, or Artspd@ed.gov for Professional Development grants, or visit the Office of Innovation and Improvement’s web site for more details at http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/programs.html.) Arts educators should expect a request for proposals for both programs to be released in mid-March.

Lastly Sclafani reported that the Department of Education will hold a televised Town Meeting on Tuesday, March 15, 2005 at 8:00PM EST, entitled “Arts Education: Improving Students' Academic Performance.” More information is available on the Department’s website at www.ed.gov/news/av/video/edtv/index.html. Visit the link to find out which local PBS and government access TV stations will air the town meeting or find a list of local host sites for you to attend.

Dr. David Steiner, director of arts education for the National Endowment for the Arts, updated attendees on funding and resources from the Endowment, including tool kit materials from the Shakespeare in American Communities program which has toured throughout the country. Some of these items include The Teacher’s Guide to Shakespeare, Teaching Shakespeare Audio CD, A Recitation Contest Booklet, and a Shakespeare in Our Time video as well as other brochures, posters and a DVD. These resources are available to educators who teach English/language arts, arts, social studies or history at the junior high, high school or college level, or are junior high, high school or college librarians. He also announced that the NEA’s new jazz education series will be available in March on a new NEA web site at www.neajazzintheschools.org.

Steiner also announced that the NEA will increase its support for the summer schools in the arts program it piloted in 2004. Twenty-five sites will be awarded grants through a competitive process. A national evaluator will be selected, also through a competitive process, to provide technical assistance to the sites and an overall evaluation to the NEA. A major goal is to identify the best practices demonstrated at the sites, which will be captured on video tape. Steiner also announced that the NEA will support 12 summer institutes for teachers based on the use of anchor works of art. For more information on NEA activities, visit the web site at www.arts.gov.

Heather Watts, director of government affairs and education advocacy for the American Symphony Orchestra League, updated attendees on recent advocacy efforts to support federal arts education programs. Arts education advocates are eagerly awaiting a report coming later in 2005 that will summarize the impact of several programs funded under the Department of Education’s Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Program. That program is currently funded for FY05 at $35 million, and advocates will seek an increase this year. She mentioned that March 15th is Arts Advocacy Day in Washington, DC (an annual event organized by Americans for the Arts) and encouraged attendees to get involved (further details are available at www.artsusa.org.) A subcommittee of arts and education organizations is currently reviewing and updating No Subject Left Behind: A Guide to Arts Education Opportunities in the 2001 NCLB Act. The guide will be updated in the coming weeks with FY05 appropriations as well as additional program details. It is available on the AEP web site at www.aep-arts.org/Advocacy.htm 

Jonathan Katz, chief executive officer of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, served as the panel moderator and also reported on advocacy activities in support of the National Endowment for the Arts. He congratulated advocates on their efforts that merited a slight increase in the Endowment’s budget for FY05, though the coming year may prove to be a bigger challenge. Congress has been supportive of NEA programs, especially Challenge America grants and American Masterpieces. He encouraged attendees to stay informed and get involved, and consider participating in Arts Advocacy Day in Washington, DC on March 15th. For more information on Endowment funding and advocacy, visit www.nasaa-arts.org.

Afternoon Plenary Panel: Funding Trends and Initiatives in Arts Education

Jane Polin, philanthropic advisor and former controller and program officer for the GE Fund (now the GE Foundation), moderated the panel composed of representatives from private grantmakers in arts education working at local, regional, and national levels. She reported that recent surveys and interviews conducted by Grantmakers in the Arts with arts education funders helped to guide and inform the development of this panel. Each panelist was asked to describe the role arts played in their development, what their initiatives in arts education seek to achieve, and how, as program officers, they remain in touch with the needs of the field. 

Arts education is one of three program areas at the Chicago Community Trust. Kassie Davis, senior program officer, said the Trust will spend the next three years focusing $1 million dollars on arts advocacy and legislative research as well as a competitive grant program for applications from arts, culture and art education organizations. More information is available at www.cct.org.

Cyrus Driver, deputy director for education programs at The Ford Foundation said Ford is primarily focused on educational equity and will oversee $2 million in funding over the next year to support large scale and systemic integration of arts education in eleven urban sites. Funding will also be allocated to building broader public support for the arts through research of cutting edge approaches and rethinking the messaging of communication strategies. More information about Ford’s grantmaking efforts is available at www.fordfound.org.

Janet Eilber, principal arts consultant for The Dana Foundation, is leading a five year arts education initiative. In addition to supporting artists in schools and art specialists in Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., and New York City, the Foundation is including the arts in their current initiatives on brain research. Janet commented that there is a huge demand for knowledge, news, and advocacy on arts education and the links to brain research. Among other efforts, the foundation produces Arts Education in the News, a quarterly newsletter featuring articles and academic studies appearing in newspapers and trade journals that focus on the arts and education. Details can be found at www.dana.org.

Susan McCalmont, executive director of the Kirkpatrick Foundation, Inc. based in Oklahoma City, views her role as a facilitator. She spent the last 10 years developing the Da Vinci Institute to engage higher education in monthly meetings to develop cooperative activities among the universities and with the arts education community. With specific attention to looking at creativity and interdisciplinarity across and within institutions, the foundation supports partnership where there is the commitment necessary to sustain collaborative efforts aimed at impacting the learning of the student. 

Though the panelists represented a diverse collection of philanthropies, several common themes emerged from their comments. Because many of the funders are interested in generating systemic change, they eagerly support partnerships and alliances with well developed strategies for moving the arts education agenda forward, whether that be at the local, state, or national level. They also spoke of building alliances in unlikely places and working with important audiences that are key to building support for arts education. Ideally, the funders are likely to invest in projects that are rich in content, are already at “square three” and have documentation to support their impact, and are designed with a demonstrated audience in mind.

The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to the Music Center Education Department for organizing a series of tours of the new Walt Disney Concert Hall for Forum attendees. 
New Report: “You Want To Be A Part of Everything: The Arts, Community, and Learning.”
The Arts Education Partnership released a new report at the forum in Los Angeles describing youth centered and youth directed arts programs that are creating powerful and supportive communities among young people. The report is an outgrowth of a national forum conducted by AEP at the Lincoln Center Institute in New York City in September, 2003. The New York forum featured five youth arts programs from across the country who engaged participants in activities and discussions that reflect the role of the arts in building positive learning communities. The report is available in a PDF format on the AEP website, and hard copies can be ordered for the price of $4 plus shipping. For further information visit the AEP web site at www.aep-arts.org.

Next Partnership Forum
The next forum of the Arts Education Partnership is now confirmed to take place on Friday and Saturday, June 24-25, 2005 in Washington, DC. AEP had previously announced that the June Forum would tentatively take place in Chicago. The forum will take place at the U.S. Department of Education headquarters, and the theme will be Adolescents and the Arts. An announcement will be sent out via email and the ArtsEd listserv by early May.

For this and past meeting reports and other information, please visit the “About the Partnership” section on the Arts Education Partnership web site at http://aep-arts.org






