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January 25-26, 2004
The Arts Education Partnership held its recent forum Sunday and Monday, January 25-26, 2004 in Dallas, TX.  On Sunday, the meeting and evening reception took place at the Nasher Sculpture Center and the Trammell Crow Collection of Asian Art, and on Sunday, the meeting took place at the Dallas Museum of Art.  Representatives from 37 states, the District of Columbia, Bermuda, and Puerto Rico were in attendance.  The Partnership wishes to thank Gigi Antoni of Young Audiences of North Texas, her staff and many volunteers for their coordination of multiple aspects of the meeting and their gracious hospitality.   A special thanks to Mrs. Deedie Rose of the National Council on the Arts, Ricardo Hernandez of the Texas Commission on the Arts, and Bonnie Pitman of the Dallas Museum of Art for welcoming attendees.

The focus of the meeting was Critical Issues in Arts Education.  The meeting began with a panel discussing the impact of Dallas Arts Partners and the recently released results from its evaluation.  The panelists included:

Gigi Antoni, Young Audiences of North Texas, Dallas Arts Partners

LeAnn Binford, Dallas Symphony Association
Jennifer Bransom, Young Audiences of North Texas, Dallas Arts Partners

Dulce Isalguez Parker, Parent / Youth Educator

Gloria H. Lett, Educational Consultant/Retired Principal
Judy Schneider, Rosemont Elementary School
Betty Switzer, City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs
Dallas Arts Partners is a collaboration between the Dallas Independent School District, the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs, Young Audiences of North Texas, and more than 60 community arts and cultural agencies.  The panel presented an overview of its programs and outlined the critical questions that have been the focus on their evaluation.  Participants in the study were students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades who were engaged in arts integrated instruction.  The findings indicate that disadvantaged and struggling students who participated in the program outperformed their non-participating peers in reading, and these students also demonstrated improved quality in writing.  In addition, the achievement gap narrowed dramatically between White, Asian, Hispanic, and African American students on both creative and informative writing exercises.  Another significant finding was that participating students also demonstrated an increase in learning behaviors such as asking questions, revising their work, and studying another child’s work.  These affects are even more significant for low-achieving students.  Panelists stressed that this is an “aerial view” of the accomplishments of Dallas Arts Partners, but that the real impact can be seen in day-to-day observations among students and teachers.  For more information about Dallas Arts Partners, including details about its evaluation, visit their web site at www.dallasartspartners.org
Breakout Sessions: Critical Issues in Arts Education

On both Sunday afternoon and Monday morning, a series of concurrent discussions took place focusing on different issues.  A facilitator with expertise on the topic led each discussion. 

Issues discussed on both days included:

· Responding to the impact of “No Child Left Behind” on state arts standards and accountability systems.
· US Department of Education Arts in Education Model Demonstration and Dissemination Grantees: What are they learning from and about evaluation methods?

· Engaging schools and districts in strategic planning to improve school performance.

· Action research: strategies for engaging teachers and artists in documenting and examining their impact.

· Improving classroom assessments in the arts.

· Integrated arts: effective professional development for teachers and artists.

· Principles and practices for preparing teaching artists for working in schools.

· Extended learning and the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program: challenges and opportunities.

· A deeper look at the evaluation processes in Dallas.

· Design your own discussion.

Washington Watch Panel: An Update on Federal Arts and Education Policies and Legislation

Diane Austin, Education Program Specialist for the U.S. Department of Education reported that 53 arts education partnerships across the country have now been awarded a total of $25 million over the last three years for the Department’s Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination program.  In addition, approximately $500,000 has been awarded to Branch Associates based in Philadelphia, PA to provide technical assistance to the sites during the next three years.  This demonstration program is now being monitoring for its effectiveness, and data is being collected that will be reported to the Office of Management and Budget.  Several of the sites that received first year funding are beginning to report early findings of their programs’ impact.  The Arts Education Partnership will continue to work with the Department to share results of these programs when they are available.  Funding for the next year will probably not include another national competition though details on how the funding will be awarded is still under consideration.  For additional details about the AIE Model grants program, visit http://www.ed.gov/programs/artsedmodel/index.html 

Tony Chauveaux, Deputy Chairman for Grants and Awards at the National Endowment for the Arts was welcomed by attendees as a native Texan who recently served as Chairman of the Texas Commission on the Arts.  He announced that the Endowment is expecting an increase to its budget, which the President confirmed on February 2nd.  The President is requesting a total of $139.4 million for the Endowment, an $18 million increase from the previous year.  Chauveaux also said that awards for the Arts Learning grants competition that took place in 2003 will be announced in April after the National Council meets in March.  He also announced that the Endowment is involved in planning a demonstration program focusing on summer school arts programs.  This initiative will begin with 10 pilot sites.  A new guide to the Endowment’s Arts Learning initiatives is now available, titled Learning Through the Arts: A Guide to the National Endowment for the Arts and Arts Education.  Also available is a free education kit for high school teachers and students based on the Endowment’s Shakespeare in American Communities initiative.  For these publications, and other news, visit the Endowment’s web site at www.arts.gov 
Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies highlighted a recent New York Times article (dated January 8, 2004) that summarized recent successes by state arts agencies to maintain their budgets during hard economic times.  He congratulated attendees for their advocacy efforts which continue to strengthen legislative commitments to the arts and arts education.  For additional information about advocacy resources, visit the NASAA web site at www.nasaa-arts.org 

Heather Watts, Director of Government Affairs and Education Advocacy at the American Symphony Orchestra League provided an update on FY 04 funding for the Arts in Education program of the US Department of Education.  Approved by Congress in January through an Omnibus spending bill, the Arts in Education program will be funded at $35 million which contains a $2 million increase from last year.  The President’s FY 05 budget once again eliminates funding for Arts in Education so advocates will once be working together towards reinstating the program.  She advised attendees that decisions will be made quickly this year especially as we enter an election cycle.  She also announced the revised version of No Subject Left Behind, a collaborative effort among numerous partners to establish clear guidance on how the federal No Child Left Behind Act provides opportunities for arts education.  An updated version will be posted on the AEP website by late February, and announced on AEP’s listserv, ArtsEd.  For more information about the Arts in Education budget, visit http://www.symphony.org/govaff/what/index.shtml 

What Did We Learn? Lessons from Funders of Arts Education Initiatives

A panel of representatives from public and private funding agencies assembled to discuss the work that they’re involved with in supporting arts education in several communities.  Moderated by Elisa Crystal Callow of the Irvine Foundation, the panel included:

Ayanna Hudson Higgins, Los Angeles County Arts Commission
Vincent Marron, North Carolina A+ Schools Program (Kenan Institute)
Susan McCalmont, Kirkpatrick Foundation (Oklahoma)
Sarah Solotaroff, Chicago Community Trust
Each of the panelists has funded large-scale analysis, planning and implementation activities to bring about systemic change that incorporates and supports arts education. Each described comprehensive efforts at relating to, and engaging with, the public sector at the state, regional and/or district level on the premise that private funding must leverage public policy and financial support for change to be sustained.   Fundamental policy and financial support for school change must come from public education authorities, but supplemental public funding can also be sought from other sources focused, for instance, on community and youth development.

The Impact of No Child Left Behind on the Arts: Perspectives from State Departments of Education 

This panel was asked to offer a reality check as to the impact of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) on arts education initiatives at the state level.  Moderated by Sara Goldhawk of the Arts Education Partnership, the panel included the following arts specialists from state education agencies:
Marcia McCaffrey, New Hampshire Department of Education
Pamela Paulson, Perpich Center for Arts Education (Minnesota)
Dale Schmid, New Jersey Department of Education
Lynn M. Tuttle, Arizona Department of Education
The panel made several recommendations such as:

· Understanding the federal law from your state’s perspective is very important.  Each state makes certain decisions that are different, so the best person to help you understand it is your state department of education’s arts consultant.  (Visit AEP’s State Arts Education Policy database on its web site to find your state’s contact person.)

· Arts partners should align their language to the language of NCLB.  This means that arts partners need to listen to schools and districts to understand their particular issues related to NCLB.

· Find out if your local school or district is already receiving NCLB funds, and volunteer to help in creating the school or district NCLB plan.  Community members are encouraged to participate.

· Look for leverage points, such as the Title programs, within NCLB to further arts education.  More funds have been funneled to the local level from programs such as Title I and Title VI (See No Subject Left Behind for examples.)  In addition, since NCLB includes the arts as a core subject, this allows funding under each Title to be used for arts education when aligned to its program criteria.

Paper on Large-Scale Evaluations in Arts Education

The Arts Education Partnership distributed pre-publication copies of a new paper written by Rob Horowitz of Teachers College, Columbia University that discusses the findings and implications of six large-scale evaluation efforts in arts education.  Summary of Large Scale Arts Partnership Evaluations looks at findings from partnerships in South Carolina, North Carolina, Minneapolis, New York City, Chicago, and multiple sites that participated in the Transforming Education Through the Arts Challenge (TETAC).  A copy of the paper may be printed from the AEP web site in the “Research and Evaluation” section.

Results from AEP Survey 

Last summer, the Arts Education Partnership worked with the OMG Center for Collaborative Learning to conduct an on-line survey of meeting attendees.  AEP’s goal was to examine attendees viewpoints on the impact and quality of its three forums per year.  Gerri Spilka, co-director of the OMG Center for Collaborative Learning has prepared a power point presentation that highlights the significant findings and recommendations that emerged from responses.  Much of these recommendations were factored into the planning of the Dallas meeting.  The survey’s findings are relevant to all organizations participating with AEP.  Some of the major findings include:

· Overall respondents feel that AEP national forums are very effective in terms of content, speaker quality, breadth of information, structure, and networking opportunities.  In addition, most would like to see more sessions focused on best practices, research and evaluation, and professional development for teachers and artists.  Additionally, they requested more opportunities for small group conversations among similar peer organizations, as well as time for informal networking. 

· AEP can improve forums by increasing the depth of content in presentations and discussions, as well as offering better design and facilitation of small group breakout sessions, and providing more interactive sessions that engage participants’ multiple intelligences.

· Overall, most feel that AEP has created a strong network of important players involved in arts education at all levels.  Many see the Partnership and its forums as a way of bringing together organizations with diverse perspectives into an environment that provides timely and practical information for all. 

The presentation is available on the AEP web site linked to this meeting report.  

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Arts Education Partnership is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, June 18-19, 2004 in Washington, DC at the National Education Association.  The meeting focus is Arts and Literacy.  A meeting announcement will be sent out via email and the ArtsEd listserv by mid-April.  
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