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  June 23, 2003
The Arts Education Partnership held its recent meeting Monday, June 23, 2003 in Washington, DC at the National Education Association.  Representatives from 33 states were in attendance.  A special thanks to Judith Renyi at the NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education for providing assistance in hosting the meeting.  An evening reception took place at the Corcoran Gallery of Art for attendees and invited guests.  The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers, especially its Executive Director, BJ Adler and the Corcoran Gallery of Art, for co-hosting the reception.  Attendees and guests were given a wonderful opportunity to view the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 2003 National Student Art Exhibition, a program of the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers.
The focus of the meeting was What Practitioners Learn from Research and Evaluation.  The meeting began with a preliminary review of several large-scale evaluations in arts education.  The review, presented by Dr. Robert Horowitz, of Teachers College, Columbia University, provided an overview of the findings in recent evaluations of the arts and school reform including Arts in the Basic Curriculum (South Carolina); Arts for Academic Achievement: Minneapolis Annenberg Challenge for Arts Education; Center for Arts Education (New York City); Kenan Institute A+ School Program (North Carolina); Transforming Education Through the Arts Challenge (TETAC, nationwide); and Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE).  His Power Point presentation will be made available on the AEP web site.  Dr. Horowitz is completing a paper based on his remarks.  It will be posted on the AEP web site when it is available.
Five concurrent breakout sessions led by facilitators took place with representatives from the large-scale evaluations listed above.  Discussions were focused on the process of evaluating arts education programs at three different levels.  A list of resources on evaluation in the arts will be made available on the AEP web site.
Early Stages of an Evaluation:  This session was intended for those planning or in the early stages of an evaluation.  Two groups discussed issues ranging from selecting an evaluator and developing a design, to identifying targeted audiences and stakeholders, to lessons learned during this stage.

In the Midst of an Evaluation: Two groups attended this session which was intended for those who were well into the evaluation process and have already identified and are working with an evaluator.  Some of the issues discussed included applying early findings to improve the program, adjusting goals and expectations in mid-stream, and reporting to funders who have required an evaluation as part of the overall program development.

From Evaluation to Program Improvement: One session was intended for those have completed a major evaluation involving a number of schools, a variety of programs, or their overall organizational performance.  Among the issues discussed, many focused on communicating results to audiences, examining findings and questions have been identified that merit further research determining the quality of the evaluation design and how could it have been made more effective.

The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to each of the facilitators and representatives for their active and engaged participation in this meeting.

A Community Audit for Arts Education

Kathi R. Levin, Director of the Kennedy Center’s Alliance for Arts Education Network (KCAAEN) presented a new video from the Kennedy Center that outlines the work and success of the Community Audit for Arts Education.  The Community Audit is a tool that was developed by KCAAEN to assist local education, community, and cultural leaders in assessing the status of arts education in their schools and school districts and to encourage community partnerships to strengthen and expand arts education for all students.
The Community Audit tool was developed in part by taking lessons learned from two AEP research reports, Gaining The Arts Advantage, and Champions of Change (both are available from AEP from its web site at www.aep-arts.org).   Communities across the country have been using this tool to examine their arts education offerings, determine their strengths and weaknesses, and taking part in planning exercises to improve arts opportunities for their children.  Visit the KCAAEN web site to find a copy of the Community Audit and the subsequent findings report at: http://kennedy-center.org/education/kcaaen/specialinitiatives/ 
Representatives from across the country who have used the Community Audit and have achieved success participated in the breakout sessions.  Five concurrent breakout discussions led by facilitators took place with these representatives from the following communities and states:

· Alabama and Arizona (Statewide)
· Kearney, NE

· Beaufort County, SC

· Hardin County, KY

· Roanoke, VA

· Las Cruces, NM

A separate breakout session took place led by representatives from the Center for Arts Education in New York City.  The discussion focused on Looking at Student Work which centered on a thoughtful approach to examining and discussing artwork created by students. 
Update on Federal Arts Legislation and Activities: A look at current federal legislation and appropriations affecting arts education
Eileen B. Mason, Senior Deputy Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts reported that Dana Gioia was nominated by President Bush as the ninth Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, and was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate on January 29, 2003.  She announced that Gioia was meeting this week with the Secretary of Education, Rod Paige, to discuss arts education opportunities.  The Endowment recently announced awards for its Arts Learning grants.  In this grants category, 258 projects were funded for a total of $8,842,000.  Arts Learning grants assist projects that help children and youth acquire knowledge, skills and understanding of the arts.  For more information about Arts Learning grants, visit the NEA web site at www.arts.gov
Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies discussed the current status of funding for the National Endowment for the Arts in Congress.  Currently, the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee passed the first draft of the fiscal year 2004 spending bill with funds for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) set at $117 million, the spending level requested by President Bush in his budget proposal.  He also reported that although the state arts agencies across the country are facing budget cuts in their state appropriations, the arts are not being targeted exclusively.  Some states are facing greater challenges than others, but overall the states are surviving during this weak economy.  He attributed this success to the advocacy efforts of Partnership organizations, and urged continued advocacy and communication.
Michael Petrilli, Associate Deputy Under Secretary for Innovation and Improvement at the U.S. Department of Education spoke on behalf of Susan Sclafani, Counselor to the Secretary of Education.  The Department created the Office of Innovation and Improvement six months ago to provide support to promising education practices.  The Arts in Education program is housed within this division.  He referenced the availability of arts education grants including the Arts In Education Model Development & Dissemination grants and Professional Development for Arts Educators grants.  The Department is currently accepting applications for both programs, the deadline for applications is July 10.  (AEP provides more detail about these grants on its web site in the “Funding Opportunities” section.)  He also emphasized that Title II funds for teachers and principal professional development are a great opportunity for those seeking support for arts education (a fact sheet is available on the AEP web site in the “Partnerships” section.)  

Heather Watts, Director of Government Affairs and Education Advocacy at the American Symphony Orchestra League reported on efforts to communicate with members of Congress to support an increase in funding for the FY ’04 U.S. Department of Education’s Arts In Education (AIE) program.  In April, 79 members of the U.S. House of Representatives signed a letter in support of $36 million of funding for the AIE programs. As of 6/26, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a bill providing $35.279 million for the program.  However, the President did not include funding for the program in his budget, and the House version of the bill omits funding for Arts in Education.  The final determination on the funding level will be made during a conference between the House and Senate later this year.  The 21st Century Community Learning Centers program has been approved by the House and Senate appropriations committees at $1 billion for FY04.  This program offers funding for after school programs, and since last year, funding is allocated by each state department of education.  For more details about these programs, visit “No Subject Left Behind” on the AEP web site.  
The “Critical Link” Message: One Year Later: A year ago, AEP released the compendium of arts education research, Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development.  The title conveyed a theme that was developed by an Ad Hoc team of Partnership representatives and integrated into a Communications Plan.  Last month, AEP surveyed its partners to find out if the theme had been used, and in what contexts.  Dick Deasy presented some of the results from the survey, which were overwhelmingly positive.  A brief summary of the findings is available on the AEP web site.

Evaluation of AEP meetings:  The Arts Education Partnership is engaging the services of the OMG Center for Collaborative Learning in Philadelphia, PA to assist in evaluating the effectiveness and outreach of its three annual meetings.  As part of that effort, OMG will be conducting a survey via the Internet that will ask a series of questions related to AEP meetings.  In mid-July, the survey will be available to anyone who has attended an AEP meeting over the past three years.  The format is expected to include multiple-choice questions and it should take no more than 20 minutes to complete.  Eligible participants will be notified by AEP by email about when to participate and how.  A link will also be provided on the AEP web site.  Individual responses will remain private and only be analyzed and presented in aggregate.  All eligible respondents will be entered into a drawing for two free hotel nights at one of the next AEP meetings:  September 19-20 in New York City, or January 25-26, 2004 in Dallas.  One name will be selected from the drawing.  The winner will be notified in August.  If you would like further information about OMG, please call Gerri Spilka, Co-Director at 215.732.2200 or visit their website at www.omgcenter.org.  If you have questions about the survey, please send an email to aep@ccsso.org

The next meeting of the Arts Education Partnership is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, September 19-20 at Lincoln Center Institute for the Arts in Education in New York City.  The meeting focus is on Using the Arts to Build Community within Schools.  A meeting announcement will be sent out via email and the ArtsEd listserv by early-August.

For this and past meeting reports and other information, please visit the Arts Education Partnership web site http://aep-arts.org
Arts Education Partnership, One Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20001-1431 Information Line- 202.326.8693 
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