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MEETING REPORT
June 28-29, 2002
The Arts Education Partnership held its recent meeting Friday and Saturday, January 28-29, 2002 in Chicago, IL at the Dance Center of Columbia College.  Representatives from 31 states, DC and Australia were in attendance.  A special thanks to Julie Simpson, Executive Director, Columbia College Office of Community Arts Partnerships for welcoming attendees and providing meeting space.  The Partnership also wishes to thank Joanne Vena, of the Columbia College Office of Community Arts Partnerships, Kassie Davis of the Chicago Donors Forum, and Amina Dickerson of Kraft Foods for helping to coordinate all aspects of the meeting.  The Partnership also thanks Gallery 37 for providing space for an evening reception.

The focus of the meeting was to examine strategies for advancing arts education in a climate of high stakes testing.  The meeting began with a look at the recently released compendium of arts education research “Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development.”  Copies of the compendium are available for $25 plus shipping.  Bulk discounts are available.  For further details, and a link to order online, visit the Arts Education Partnership web site at http://www.aep-arts.org
Arts Learning and its Relationship to Literacy and Language Development.

Larry Scripp, Director of the Research Center for Learning Through Music at the New England Conservatory of Music (NEC) spoke about the research conducted at the Conservatory Lab Charter School, a Massachusetts State public school dedicated to developing successful and replicable elementary music programs.  Dr. Scripp is a contributing researcher to Critical Links and author of the essay “An Overview of Research on Music and Learning,” which comments on the music studies in the compendium.  A transcript of his presentation will be linked to this meeting report that will be made available on the AEP web site in the “About the Partnership” section.

James Catterall is Professor at the UCLA Graduate School of Education & Information Studies and Director of the Imagination Group, a collaboration group of academics, students, teachers, and art professionals interested in learning through the arts.  He is one of the lead researchers for Critical Links, having selected and reviewed the studies for inclusion in the compendium in collaboration with Ellen Winner, of Boston University and Harvard’s Project Zero, and Lois Hetland of Project Zero.  Dr. Catterall is also the author of two essays in the compendium – “Research on Drama and Theater Education,” and “The Arts and the Transfer of Learning.”  He suggests that future research in arts education focus on the following areas: adolescents, interpersonal and social developments, theatre, and professional knowledge as a guide.

Breakout Sessions: Using research to strengthen arts education programs.
On Friday afternoon, five concurrent breakout discussions led by facilitators took place with representatives from five partnerships from across the country that have used research and evaluation findings to improve the quality and credibility of their instructional and school improvement programs. The partnerships were represented by researchers, teachers, principals, school and district arts coordinators, teaching artists and partnering organizations.  The five partnerships included:

· Whirlwind (Chicago, IL)

· Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education

· A+ Schools in North Carolina

· New England Conservatory of Music (Boston, MA)

· Metropolitan Opera Guild: Creating Original Opera program (nationwide)

The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to each of the representatives for their active and engaged participation in this meeting.  Descriptions of these partnerships are available on the AEP web site in the June 2002 Meeting report in the “About the Partnership” section.

Philanthropic Collaboration to further Arts Education in Chicago

Kassie Davis, Project Director, Giving Greater Chicago and Executive Director, Civic Preservation Foundation welcomed attendees and recognized her Chicago colleagues for co-planning the AEP meeting.  The Chicago funding community has been working together on supporting arts education for the past 12 years.  She explained their history and how the network came to work together with the Chicago Public Schools, higher education institutions (such as Columbia College) and local arts organizations.
Arts Education in Chicago Public Schools: A Status Report

Sarah Solotaroff, Vice President, Programs, The Chicago Community Trust and 
Libby Lai-Bun Chiu, Executive Director, Urban Gateways presented an overview and the findings from a recent six-month survey on the arts education offerings in Chicago Public Schools.  The survey was not intended to address quality, but only the quantity of offerings in the four art forms – art, music, theater and dance.  Some of the findings include:

· Chorus is the most widely available art form in the schools.

· Dance is the least offered art form in the schools.

· Local arts organizations are offering an increasing amount of professional development programs to schoolteachers.

· Local arts organizations offer more programs in visual arts than in any other art form.

· Approximately 250 funding sources were identified for supporting arts education programs in and out of schools.

An executive summary of the Chicago survey is available.  Visit the Chicago Community Trust web site for more details at http://www.cct.org/grantmaking/artsculture.html
The attendees at the meeting were then polled to see what other cities/ locations have conducted similar surveys to collect information on arts education in the schools.  The following locations and people responded, and may be contacted for further information:

Survey in San Francisco, CA

Naomi Sheridan, Business Arts Council, Email: nsheridan@bizarts.org
Dr. Cheryl Craig, Bethune Academy, Houston, TX  Email: ccraig@uh.edu
Utah Alliance for Arts and Humanities Education, Statewide survey

Jean Irwin, Utah Arts Council, Email: jirwin@utah.gov
Santa Clara County survey, CA

Dana Powell, Cultural Initiatives, Silicon Valley, Email: dana@ci-sv.org
Arts in Focus – Los Angeles County survey, CA

Ayanna Hudson, LA County Arts Commission, Email: ahudson@bos.co.la.ca.us
City  surveys and currently working on statewide arts in the schools profiles in AZ

Alison Marshall, Arizona Commission on the Arts, Email: amarshall@arizonaarts.org
Michigan statewide survey, Arts Alive

Ana Luisa Cardona, Michigan Dept. of Education, Email: cardona@michigan.gov
Colorado statewide survey

Kim Hargraves  Colorado Alliance for Arts Education, www.Artstozoo.org/caae
Wisconsin statewide survey

Martin Rayala, Wisconsin Department of Education, martin.rayala@dpi.state.wi.us
Breakout Sessions: Coalition building as a strategy to respond to high stakes testing.

On Saturday morning, five concurrent breakout discussions led by facilitators took place with representatives from five coalitions from across the country that have developed community-wide networks of education, citizen, philanthropic and arts organizations to advocate for arts education.  
The coalitions were represented by school and district curriculum coordinators, local government representatives, and community arts organizations.  The five coalitions included:

· Baltimore City Public Schools (Maryland)

· Chicago Arts Education Organizations (Illinois)

· Dallas ArtsPartners (Texas)

· Cultural Education Collaborative (Charlotte, NC)

· Cleveland, OH Coalition
The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to each of the representatives for their active and engaged participation in this meeting.   Descriptions of these partnerships are available on the AEP web site in the June 2002 Meeting report in the “About the Partnership” section.

Update on Federal Arts Legislation and Activities: A look at current federal legislation and appropriations affecting arts education 

Doug Herbert, Director of Arts Learning at the National Endowment for the Arts provided an update on the Endowment’s current activities.  He began by taking us back to the last AEP meeting in January, when Michael Hammond had just begun his tenure as Chairman of the Endowment.  He died unexpectedly on January 29th in Washington, DC. The Endowment staff has taken his interests into consideration in planning activities including support for new research.  Eileen Mason will serve as Acting Chairman of the Endowment until a new Chairman is appointed.  More details are available on the Endowment’s web site at http://www.arts.gov
The President has proposed a $2 million increase for the Endowment for FY 03.  If passed, the increased funding will help offset increases in rent and salaries.  Doug also presented a new catalog of FY02 Arts Learning for Children and Youth grants.  It provides summaries of the 210 projects that were funded last year under the new Arts Learning category.  The funded activities will impact 38 states and engage five million children and youth, as well as 170,000 artists, teachers, and school administrators.  Activities in the catalog are divided into three categories: Early Childhood, School-based or Community-based.  An online version of the catalog will be available on the Endowment’s web site after August 1st.  Guidelines for FY03 funding in the Arts Learning category are now available on the Endowment’s web site at http://www.arts.gov/guide/ArtsLearning03/ALindex.html.  The applications must be postmarked by August 12, 2002.

Doug also shared copies of a recently released Endowment publication Learning through the Arts: A guide to the National Endowment for the Arts and Arts Education.   This publication provides some history of Endowment support for arts education, its current partnership with other federal and state agencies, as well as descriptions of funded programs.  Copies are available by contacting the National Endowment for the Arts.

Lastly, he reported on the Endowment’s collaboration with the US Department of Education’s Office of Educational Research and Improvement to release the Fast Response Survey System report titled Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools: 1999-2000.  A total of five surveys were used to capture information from elementary and secondary school personnel on how the arts were delivered in the nation’s public schools.  The results are currently available only in PDF format (for easy downloading and printing) from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) web site.  Look for it at http://nces.ed.gov/  (use NCES # 2002131 to search, or check recent releases.)  A print version will be available from NCES in the coming months – check the NCES web site periodically for details.

The “No Child Left Behind Act” (NCLB):  A Review of the new federal legislation and its implications for arts education.
Susan Sclafani, Counselor to the Secretary at the US Department of Education, gave an overview of key components of the Act.  She explained that NCLB provides a single standard of excellence for all schools and that no schools are exempted from meeting the goals set forth in the Act.  The U.S. Department of Education has provided significant funding and the commitment to assist schools in meeting the goals, which includes that all students will be proficient by the year 2014.  She reminded AEP members that the arts are listed as one of the core subjects in the Act, and she encouraged attendees to use “Critical Links” in local advocacy efforts to bolster support for arts education as part of NCLB programs in communities across the country.  The most flexible dollars are in Title II (Improving Teacher Quality), and she urged attendees to learn more about how arts education could be used to support these goals. For more details about NCLB, visit the USED Web site at http://www.nochildleftbehind.gov  

G. Thomas Houlihan, Executive Director of the Council of Chief State School Officers reported on the new role for the states and state departments of education.  He explained that most funding from NCLB will be awarded to schools from the state education agencies (SEAs).  All states are also setting up technical assistance efforts to support schools and districts in helping them understand the new law and the funding programs.  There are plenty of opportunities for arts education in NCLB, including the new Reading First grants (which supports programs in grades K-3 only) and Supplemental Services program.   A guide to the NCLB Act and State Responsibilities is available on the CCSSO web site at http://www.ccsso.org/pdfs/NCLB2002.pdf
Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies reported on arts education initiatives within NCLB.  He gave an overview of some of the accomplishments from the past year that are having a big impact on support for arts education across the country including advocacy efforts to ensure funding within the Arts Education section of ESEA that led to last year’s $10 million that was awarded under the Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Program to eleven collaborations around the United States.   There will be no competition this year.  

He also highlighted the new guide to the arts in NCLB, titled No Subject Left Behind, the result of a collaborative effort between many organizations within the Arts Education Partnership.  It provides a brief overview of the legislation, details on how the arts are a part of NCLB, descriptions of specific programs as well as links for additional information. It is a work in progress and will be updated periodically.  Copies are available only on the web from various organizations including the Arts Education Partnership (in the “What’s New” Section at www.aep-arts.org).
Further details from these presentations will be available on the AEP web site in the June 2002 Meeting report in the “About the Partnership” section.
Arts Education Partnership Strategic Communications Plan
Nancy Matheny, Vice President of Corporate Affairs at Binney & Smith, Inc. introduced the new Strategic Communications Plan that the Arts Education Partnership finalized in March of this year after an eight-month development process with assistance from Pacific Visions Communications.  She noted that all organizations – no matter their size – should have a strategic communications plan, and to choose themes and concepts that resonate with all audiences.  Dick Deasy shared the major research findings that led to the Plan’s goal, message and objectives.  The goal is to “embed the arts in a new vision of education for the 21st century.”  The key message and organizing principle – “Arts: The Critical Link” – was used as the title of the arts education research compendium. Key target audiences for 2002 are AEP organizations and their constituents, public and professional media, public and private funders, and education policy makers and administrators.  The Plan has yielded immediate results in the extensive media coverage of “Critical Links.”  Attendees were urged to link their web sites to AEP’s, to use the Critical Links message in their own communications, and report to AEP on the impact of the message on state and local targeted audiences. Monthly meetings of a Communications Group of AEP Steering Committee members will be held to monitor implementation of the Plan.  A copy of the Plan can be downloaded and printed from the AEP web site. 

The next meeting of the Arts Education Partnership is scheduled for Sunday and Monday, September 22-23, 2002 in Minneapolis, MN at the Perpich Center for Arts Education.  The meeting focus is on Strategies for Arts Integration.  A meeting announcement will be sent out via email and the ArtsEd listserv by early August.  The Partnership is seeking nominations of local arts education partnerships that are integrating the arts across the curriculum to participate in this meeting.  A nomination form is available on the AEP web site in the June 2002 meeting report.  The deadline for submitting nominations is August 16th.

For this and past meeting reports and other information, please visit the Arts Education Partnership web site http://aep-arts.org
Arts Education Partnership, One Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20001-1431 Information Line- 202.326.8693 $ FAX 202.408.8081 $ email: aep@ccsso.org $ web site: http://aep-arts.org

_1050833390.unknown

