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MEETING REPORT
January 27-28, 2002
The Arts Education Partnership held its quarterly meeting Sunday and Monday, January 27-28, 2002 in Phoenix, AZ at the Heard Museum.  Representatives from over 35 states and DC were in attendance.  A special thanks to Gina Laczko, Education Services Manager at the Heard for welcoming attendees and arranging tours of the museum by Native American high school students.  The Partnership also wishes to thank Shelly Cohn, Executive Director and Alison Marshall, Director of Education at the Arizona Commission on the Arts for helping to coordinate all aspects of the meeting.  The Partnership also thanks the Phoenix Art Museum for providing space for an evening reception.

The focus of the meeting was to examine the role of the arts in improving the performance of schools in economically disadvantaged communities.  The Arts Education Partnership is focusing on this issue as part of an ongoing project that has been supported by Congressionally appropriated funding from the US Department of Education.  Dick Deasy, Director of the Arts Education Partnership provided an overview of the project that will culminate in a manual highlighting lessons learned during site visits to eight schools around the country in combination with additional arts education research and resources.  The manual will be targeted to school and community leaders who wish to learn how to use the arts as one of their strategies for whole school improvement in economically disadvantaged communities.  Eleven schools from such communities across the country were invited to send representatives to participate in this meeting and discuss their strategies for using the arts to improve their schools’ overall performance.  The schools will be considered for participation in the project as case study site visits.

The Arts and their Contribution to the Whole School: Indicators of Impact

Bruce Wilson, Evaluator with the North Carolina A+ Schools program and the Mississippi Whole Schools Project laid out a series of  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1principles that should be considered for closing the achievement gap between low and high-performing schools. Some of these principles include:

· Changing the school’s culture and belief system to one that values the arts as a vital part of improving performance.

· Schools that have been most successful in closing the achievement gap internalize the perspective that all students can learn and it is teachers’ responsibility to make sure it happens.

· Teachers can ensure student success by (1) insisting that all students complete all assignments, (2) expect high quality work (combine effort with quality), (3) press for student understanding (the arts make connections to learning in other areas and vice versa), and (4) provide extra help (the arts can motive students to learn in multiple ways).  

In addition, schools that want to close the achievement gap should follow these proven strategies:

· Offer systematic professional development that involves everyone in the school.

· Schools need to exhibit visionary leadership – the arts can offer these creative opportunities.

· Schools need to have congruent and supportive educational structures such as common planning time, and adequate time for reflection and adaptation of new teaching ideas.

· Schools need to connect to parents especially in under-resourced communities.  The arts are a significant way to bring parents into the school and to see student learning and engagement.

· Schools and districts need to develop complimentary, not conflicting, policies.  For example, make sure that teachers have common instructional approaches. 

Dr. Wilson explained that these principles are spelled out in more detail in the forthcoming publication Effort and Excellence in Urban Classrooms: Expecting—and Getting—Success with All Students, written by himself, Dick Corbett, and Belinda Williams.  The book reveals in great detail how educators closed the "performance gap" for low-income students by linking expectations and results, and draws heavily on the words and experiences of students, teachers, and parents.  Copies will be available on April 2nd, and the pre-publication cost is $24.95 plus shipping.  For more information, contact Teachers College Press at (800) 575-6566 or visit their web site at www.teacherscollegepress.com  An order form for the book is available on the Arts Education Partnership web site linked to this meeting report.

Breakout Sessions: How do the arts help economically disadvantaged schools enhance their performance?
On Sunday afternoon and Monday morning, five concurrent breakout discussions led by facilitators took place with representatives from eleven schools from across the country to discuss their strategies for using the arts to improve their schools’ overall performance.  The schools were represented by teachers, principals, school and district arts coordinators, and partnering organizations.  The Arts Education Partnership is grateful to each of the school representatives for their active and engaged participation in this meeting.   The schools included:

· Booth-Fickett Magnet School (Tucson, AZ) 

· Catamount Elementary School (Bennington, VT) 

· Central Falls High School (Central Falls, RI) 

· Grande Ronde Elementary School (Grande Ronde, OR)
· Grizzly Hill School (North San Juan, CA)
· Hand Middle School (Columbia, SC)

· Humboldt Elementary School (Portland, OR)
· Newton D. Baker Elementary School of the Arts (Cleveland, OH)

· Pierce Street Elementary School (Tupelo, MS)
· PS 130 (Brooklyn, NY)
· Sheridan Global Arts and Communications School (Minneapolis, MN)
Is there Evidence that the Arts Enhance the Performance of Economically Disadvantaged Schools? 
Five arts education researchers participated in the two days of meetings by observing small group discussions with the school representatives and meeting attendees. These researchers included Terry Baker from the Center for Children and Technology, Education Development Center, Inc.; Jane Dowling from Wellington Consulting Group, Ltd; Peter Gerber from The EdDesigns Group, Inc.; Rob Horowitz from Teachers College, Columbia University; and Alison Marshall from the Arizona Commission on the Arts.  On Monday, in a panel presentation, these researchers shared their observations including the following ideas for engaging schools in economically disadvantaged communities using the arts: 

· Many of the schools had developed long term strategic plans for integrating the arts as a way of coping with crucial leadership and staff turnover.  They found that sustaining relationships with external school partners is important as external organizations tend to be more consistent and stable than school personnel.

· Several schools instituted hiring practices that ask classroom teacher candidates if they have previous experience in the arts.  These schools find that there is better teacher collaboration when all teachers have some knowledge of the arts.

· All of the schools have found that ongoing institutionalized professional development is key to successful arts education and that it is crucial for the school to provide common planning time for teachers. 
· Successful programs use themes that integrate multiple subjects including the arts, rather than the arts serving other subjects.

· These schools are focusing their efforts on the improvement of overall student performance.  Many are keeping track of how the arts are having an impact on student attendance and behavior, parent engagement, as well as test scores.

Washington Watch: A look at current federal legislation and appropriations affecting arts education 

Doug Herbert, Director of Arts Education at the National Endowment for the Arts provided an update on the new NEA Chairman. Unfortunately, Michael Hammond who began his tenure on January 22nd died unexpectedly on January 29th in Washington, DC. The Partnership wishes to express its condolences to his family and staff.  All of us in the Arts Education Partnership were impressed with his qualifications and were looking forward to working with him on many issues in arts education.  Eileen Mason, Senior Deputy Chairman, will serve as Acting Chairman of the Endowment until a new Chairman has been appointed.  More details are available on the Endowment’s web site at http://www.arts.gov
The Endowment’s budget for FY 02 has been increased from $105 million last year, to $115 million this year.  The increased funding will be allocated toward Challenge America grants which include funding for youth and community development programs.  The deadline was February 1 for proposals.  In addition, the Endowment has been partnering with the US Department of Education’s Office of Educational Research and Improvement to release the Fast Response Survey System (FRSS) on the Conditions of Arts Education in Elementary and Secondary Schools. The results from the 1999 survey are expected to be released in the next two months by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The report will provide trend analysis from the 1995 FRSS report.  Look for an announcement on the NCES web site at http://nces.ed.gov
Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies reported that on November 5, 2001, President Bush signed the Interior Appropriations bill which funds the National Endowment for the Arts.  (On February 4th, the President requested a $117 million appropriation for the NEA in FY 03.)  The increase in funding stems from increased support in the House and Senate.  He noted that state arts agencies (SAAs) are currently planning how to allocate funds for the Challenge America program, and he encouraged attendees to contact their SAA to learn about available grants.

Margaret McNeely, Team Leader at the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) at the U.S. Department of Education (USED) gave a brief overview of the new Elementary and Secondary Education Act, now called the “No Child Left Behind Act,” which was signed into law on January 8th by President Bush.  She explained that the new legislation places a significant focus on accountability, flexibility, scientifically based research, and expanded choice for parents.  More details about the bill are available on the Department’s web site at http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/esea/index.html  Funding support for Arts in Education has been set at $30 million – details can be found in the bill under Title V, Part D, Subpart 15.  

Last year, $10 million was awarded under the Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Program to eleven collaborations around the U.S.  Eight of those collaborations attended the AEP meeting.  In mid-January, the Department convened a meeting of national arts and education organizations to provide feedback about the program and address additional needs.  A final decision has not yet been made about available funds for this program.  Details about the program can be found on the Department’s web site at http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/ArtsED/  An announcement about funding will also be made on the Partnership’s “ArtsEd” listserv later this year.

Heather Watts, Director of Education Advocacy for the American Symphony Orchestra League reported on collaborative efforts between many national organizations in the Partnership that are currently working to increase support for arts education on Capitol Hill.  This group is also developing a guide that explains some of the funding programs within the new Education bill and how funds can be accessed for arts education.  The guide will be made available in the coming months on the Partnership web site, and will be linked or posted on the web sites of many other Arts Education Partnership organizations.  The guide will provide examples of arts education programs funded by federal education programs.  If you are familiar with such federally funded arts education programs, please send an email to aep@ccsso.org that includes a brief description of what is being funded and the federal education program from which it was funded.  An announcement about the guide will be made on the “ArtsEd” listserv when it is available.
Howard Spector, Vice President for Education at Americans for the Arts presented a new ad campaign targeted to parents that highlights the importance of the arts in the lives of young people.  Americans for the Arts partnered with the Ad Council to create this multi-year national public awareness campaign, centered around the theme, “The less art kids get, the more it shows.  Are yours getting enough?  Art.  Ask for more.”  The campaign began its TV spots on Bravo, the Film and Arts Network on January 29th.  More information on the campaign is available at http://www.americansforthearts.org/
Dick Deasy reported on the Partnership’s plan to release a new compendium of arts education research funded by the National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education. The Compendium, titled “Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development,” summarizes and discusses 62 research studies that examine the effects of arts learning on students' social and academic skills.  Essays by prominent researchers explore the implications of the studies in each art form area: music, drama, visual arts, and dance as well as in multi-arts.  An additional essay explores transfer between arts and other learning.  “Critical Links” will be released in cooperation with the American Educational Research Association. More information including an order form will be made available through the “ArtsEd” listserv and on the AEP web site in the coming months.  

Additional news items reported at the meeting include:

The November 2001 issue of Principal Leadership magazine (Vol. 2, No. 3), the journal of the National Association for Secondary School Principals (NASSP) focused on Arts in Education.  One article from the issue “The Science of the Arts” by Eric Jensen is available online at http://www.nassp.org/news/pl_sci_arts1101.html.  Copies of the issue are available for NASSP members for $5, non-members $7 not including postage.  For details, contact NASSP at 703-860-0200, or visit their web site at www.nassp.org
The Arts Education Partnership maintains a database of state arts education policy information compiled through surveys and interviews with arts specialists at state departments of education.  The State Arts Education Policy Database has been updated for 2001-2002.  It is searchable by state or topic, and provides state arts education policy information related to standards, assessments, professional development, certification and licensure, graduation requirements and funding.  The database is available on the Partnership website at http://www.aep-arts.org/policysearch/searchengine/.

Dick Deasy also welcomed Stephanie Wright, who began on January 2nd as the new Project Assistant for the Partnership.  Stephanie graduated from George Washington University with a Master's Degree in Museum Education in 2001, and has previous experience with the National Museum of Natural History in DC, as well as the DuSable Museum of African American History in Chicago.  Stephanie may be contacted by phone at 202-326-8683, or by email at Stephaniew@ccsso.org.  

The next meeting of the Arts Education Partnership is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, June 28-29, 2002 at Columbia College in Chicago, IL.  The focus of the meeting will be Strategies for Advancing Arts Education in a Climate of High Stakes Testing.  A meeting announcement will be sent out via email and the ArtsEd listserv by late April.  The Fall meeting of the Partnership has been rescheduled to take place in Minneapolis, MN at the Perpich Center for Arts Education on September 22-23, 2002.  The meeting is tentatively set to focus on Effective Strategies for Arts Integration.

For this and past meeting reports and other information, please visit the Arts Education Partnership web site http://aep-arts.org
Arts Education Partnership, One Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20001-1431 
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