** Small Group Discussion Topics **

Arts Education Partnership Forum in Los Angeles, CA
Sunday, January 30th – 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Monday, January 31st – 11:25 AM – 1:00 PM 

There are nine different breakout sessions offered on Sunday and Monday. Some are repeated on both days, others are offered only once.  The sessions are described below. When you pick up your registration materials, you must sign up for the sessions of your choice for both days.  PLEASE NOTE: Each session is limited to 25 people (as indicated on the sign up sheet), so sign up early Sunday to be sure you can attend your top choices.   

Note that sessions will take place at various locations including:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salons A, B and C (plenaries also take place in A&B)
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 4th floor - Rigler-Deutsch Board Room, Asa Call Conference Room
Address: 135 North Grand Avenue.
Museum of Contemporary Art - Ahmanson Auditorium, 7th floor boardroom
Address: 250 South Grand Avenue.
Los Angeles Philharmonic - Agnes Connell Board Room, Latham & Watkins Conference Room
Address: 151 South Grand Avenue, 2nd floor.

Look for volunteers who will be available to direct attendees to rooms.  Signs will also be posted on the room doors, and a map is available in the meeting materials.
 **   Breakout Sessions on BOTH DAYS – Sunday and Monday  **       
Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination grants: What are the evaluation models that are being used, and what is being learned in the process?  This session will include a brief overview of these arts education grants funded by the U.S. Department of Education, followed by a look at what is being learned from the evaluations that some of the programs are undertaking.  Grantees are invited to participate and join the discussion, as well as others who are interested in learning more about evaluation models in arts education.
Facilitators: Diane Austin, Program Manager, US Department of Education; Jennifer Thompson, Senior Research Associate, Branch Associates, Pia Guerrero, Program Associate, East Bay Center for the Performing Arts.
Location: Museum of Contemporary Art, Ahmanson Auditorium
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
National Endowment for the Arts Model for Professional Development: Anchor Works. 
Summer Institutes for arts specialists, classroom teachers and teaching artists make up an important component of professional development programs offered in many states and regions.  They seek to provide participants with quality arts learning experiences, classroom applications, and methods for evaluating those applications during the school year.  The National Endowment for the Arts is making a major commitment to cooperate with state and regional arts agencies to conduct a series of 12 Pilot Institutes in the summers of 2005 and 2006 in the Western and Northeastern parts of the U.S. using the “anchor works” model of professional development to achieve these purposes.  This session will explore the rationale and components of the model as well as the NEA’s plan to disseminate its findings from an evaluation of the 2005-06 Institutes, and to continue the program across the country in future years.

Facilitator: David Steiner, Director of Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts
Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 4th floor, Rigler-Deutsch Board Room
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
Arts Integration: An examination of standards and quality.  Participants will hear from representatives of the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations, who will present and discuss Authentic Connections: Interdisciplinary Work in the Arts, a Position Paper from the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations” which provides clarification on how the arts can be taught with integrity with other subjects.  Participants will learn more about how the guide was developed, how to put the principles into practice, as well as learn more about what the Consortium organizations are doing.  The Consortium comprises the following organizations: National Art Education Association, MENC: The National Association for Music Education, American Alliance for Theater and Education, and the National Dance Education Organization.  
Facilitator(s): Joe Juliano, President, Consortium of National Arts Education Associations, and Susan McGreevy-Nichols, National Director of Planning and School Support, The Galef Institute
Location: Los Angeles Philharmonic 2nd floor, Latham & Watkins Conference Room
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
How can the Arts Change Schools?  

In several large scale initiatives across the country the arts have played a significant role in effecting comprehensive school change.  Representatives from some established integrated arts programs will talk about the lessons they have learned about the impact of arts on whole schools and will reflect on the principles and frameworks grounding school change through the arts.  The conversation will also yield insights into the practices and policies surrounding arts assessment at the school level.
Facilitators: Gerry Howell, Executive Director, A+ Schools (North Carolina).  

SUNDAY ONLY - Eileen Mackin, Senior Project Director, SmART Schools; Education Development Center (EDC)
MONDAY ONLY - Pamela Paulson, Deputy Director, Perpich Center for Arts Education

Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salon C
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
Programs in the Arts during Out of School Time: Links to learning during the school day.  
Starting with a look at the opportunities within the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, this session will offer a broad look at what’s happening currently with arts programs during out of school time across the country (after school, summer school, etc.)  Participants will discuss promising practices in the area of funding, research, and will also hear about a new national effort funded by the US Department of Education to create a tool kit for schools for developing arts programs during out of school hours.  Attendees who are familiar with successful programs, and others who want to learn more about them are encouraged to join in this discussion.
Facilitators: Sara Goldhawk, Senior Project Associate, Arts Education Partnership; Gigi Antoni, Executive Director, Big Thought, A Learning Partnership (Dallas), and Suzanne Stiegelbauer, Associate Professor, Texas State University - San Marcos.
Location: Los Angeles Philharmonic 2nd floor, Agnes Connell Board Room
FORMAT: DISCUSSION ONLY
Successful Strategies for Advocating Arts Education at the State Level.  

Successful advocacy at the state level is crucial for gaining broad public support for arts education.  Advocates at the state level continually work towards gaining favorable education policies, increased funding through government agencies, and improving visibility for programs and issues.  In this session, participants will talk about principles of successful advocacy and learn from a few examples.  Whether you work at the local or the state level, you may want to join this conversation if you’re making arts education advocacy and broader communication a priority.

Facilitator: Jonathan Katz, Chief Executive Officer, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
(SUNDAY ONLY) Nancy Smith, Executive Director, Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance, Inc. 
(MONDAY ONLY) Mary Campbell Zopf, Director of the Office of Arts Learning, Ohio Arts Council 
Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 4th floor, Asa Call Conference Room
FORMAT: DISCUSSION ONLY
 **   Breakout Sessions on Sunday only  **       
Critical Links: A Professional Inquiry Process.  

Teachers who examine and reflect on their own instructional practices are more likely to change instructional strategies and curriculum to fit the needs of their students.  In this session, the facilitators will share details about a new resource for teachers based on the Critical Links research in arts education. Discussion will focus on issues related to the inquiry process where teachers themselves are engaged in research, as well as how to develop learning communities among teachers.  The process is applicable to teaching artists and others who want to improve their practice. 

Facilitators: Pamela Paulson, Deputy Director, and Cheryll Ostrom, Independent Consultant, Perpich Center for Arts Education.  (SUNDAY ONLY)
Location: Museum of Contemporary Art, 7th floor boardroom
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
A continuing conversation with Los Angeles arts education leaders. 

1) This session will give participants an opportunity to learn more specifics about the state of arts education in Los Angeles city schools.  A representative from LA Unified School District will provide more background on the District’s arts education plan.  Discussion will explore in more detail the underlying assumptions guiding implementation, the recruitment and hiring of teachers, professional development activities and other specific steps being taken in the district.
Facilitators: Richard Burrows, Director of Arts Education, Los Angeles Unified School District
(SUNDAY ONLY)

Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salon A
FORMAT: DISCUSSION ONLY
2) This session will give participants an opportunity to learn more specifics about the state of arts education in Los Angeles County schools.  A representative from the Los Angeles County Arts Commission will talk more about Arts for All: LA County Regional Blueprint for Arts Education. This session will include a discussion of the Arts for All Pooled Fund, a collaborative initiative of eleven funders supporting the implementation of the Regional Blueprint.

Facilitators: Ayanna Hudson Higgins, Arts Education Director, Los Angeles County Arts Commission (SUNDAY ONLY)

Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salon B
FORMAT: DISCUSSION ONLY
 **   Breakout Sessions on Monday only  **       
When is research and evaluation “Scientific”?  

Recent federal legislation, including the No Child Left Behind Act and the act creating the Institute for Educational Sciences within the U.S. Department of Education call for education research and evaluation to be “scientific”.  This session will discuss the meanings of the term in these laws as well as the criteria used within the research community to determine the value and significance of a research study.  Attendees who are applying for federal education funds, as well as those seeking insights into improving their own research and evaluation efforts, will want to join this discussion.

Facilitators: Gerald Sroufe, Senior Advisor and Director of Government Relations, American Educational Research Association, and Eva Baker, Distinguished Professor of Education, Co-Director, UCLA Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing.  (MONDAY ONLY)  

Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salon A
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
“Gifts of the Muse”:  Highlights from a new RAND study on the benefits of the arts, commissioned by The Wallace Foundation.   The RAND Corporation will present highlights from their just published study on the benefits of the arts.  The study suggests a more holistic approach for understanding the multiple ways in which the arts benefit individuals and communities.  It also argues for a greater emphasis on the intrinsic rewards of the arts in policy consideration.  Representatives from The Wallace Foundation will discuss why it commissioned the study and how it might contribute to ongoing conversations about the importance of arts education and of arts participation more generally.  A copy of the report’s executive summary will be included in the meeting packet.

Facilitators: Ann Stone, Senior Evaluation Officer, and Nancy Devine, Director of Arts and Community,
Wallace Foundation; and Laura Zakaras, Researcher, The RAND Corporation.  (MONDAY ONLY)
Location: Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 5th floor – Salon B
FORMAT: PRESENTATION followed by DISCUSSION
Engaging Higher Education in Arts Partnerships
Whether a general educator, special education specialist, arts specialist, or artist, our professionalism begins with and is nurtured by higher education. Any K-12/higher education partnership revolves around professional development. This discussion will continue the conversation that began at the October 2004 AEP forum which focused on successful strategies in facilitating these partnerships through professional development. How have higher education/K-12 partnerships been successful in transforming both institutions into teaching and learning centers for improving arts education in the schools?  How can schools of education, schools of the arts, K-12 schools, community arts resources and artists work together to transform professional development of classroom teachers, arts specialists and artists to ensure quality arts education for all children?   The Arts Education Partnership has been addressing this issue over the past few years and released the report Teaching Partnerships that yields further discussion.
Facilitator: Martha McKenna, Lesley College (MONDAY ONLY)
Location: Museum of Contemporary Art, 7th floor boardroom
FORMAT: DISCUSSION ONLY
